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Preface 


Dr. Shri Ravindra Kumar is an admirer of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad. This is nothing unusual. Maulana Azad had numerous admirers 
in the course of India’s struggle for freedom. The number increased 
appreciably after India attained freedom. Partition of India was the 
heavy price India paid for this freedom. Maulana Azad had throughout 
his whole political life opposed forces which encouraged separatist 
trends in our national life. It was in the partitioned India that people 
realised more viwdly the soundness of the views Maulana had expressed 
on the communal problem. 

Maulana Azad was among the major figures in our unique struggle 
for freedom waged under the leadership of Gandhiji. The Selected 
Works which Dr. Ravindra Kumar has edited bring out the greatness 
of Maulana Azad in several fields.of life. He was most assuredly an 
outstanding scholar, a great journalist, a matchless orator but with 
equal ease he was also a great statesman who played a significant role 
in every aisis which India and, in particular, the Indian National 
Congress, facedirom time to time in its struggle to make our country 
free and independent. 

He had also his due share m shaping India’s destiny in her first 
decade of Independence. He was an outstanding member of the union 
cabinet but what was more important was the mature advice he made 
available to his comrade and fellow warrior Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as 
the latter sought to grapple with India’s difficult and daunting problems 
in the first crucial phase of her independence. 

Dr. Ravmdra Kumar may not yet be a mature scholar but the 
enthusiasm he has shown in portraying the intellectual and political life 
of Maulana Azad deserves commendation. The country is still faced 
with problems which greatly exercised the Maulana’s mind. What he 
thought and said on these problems would still be a source of inspiration 
and enlightenment to his countrymen in the difficult days through 
which we are all passing. 


Sadiq All 




Introduction 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was a great Parliamentarian who 
proved himself to be a pillar of strength to the veterans of the Congress 
Party and the Union Cabinet headed by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Being an outstanding educationist and thinker, he became the stoutest 
champion of all progressive causes in the fields concerned. 

He was a man who through his ideas on the role of religion and 
politics, strengthened national unity and integrity. It was his fundamental 
belief that being a Hindu or a Muslim or a Sikh or a Parsi or a Christian 
or a Buddhist, a person can be a true nationalist by observing his or her 
religion. But in order to realise that it is necessary that India’s old 
culture and civilization should be properly linked with modernism. He, 
in this regard, pointed out clearly: 

‘If in our midst there are Hindus who believe that there can be 
restoration of Hindu life of thousand years back then they should be 
clear in their mind that this is merely utopian and obviously such a 
dream can never be fulfilled. Similarly it applied to Muslims who if they 
labour under the illusion that they can revive their old culture and 
civilization of a thousand years back which they brought from Iran, 
Arab or Central Asia then this is also a well nigh impossibility. My only 
appeal to such people is that they should not entertain such a misconception 
because such a concept is far removed from reality.’ 

Thus, in Maulana A/ad’s thinking nationalism was a matter of faith 
and conviction and not merely based on antiquated concepts. To quote 
himself again; 

‘I am that fundamental element who has himself made India, 
therefore, I never abandon my claim to be Indian.’ 

I am grateful to the staff of National Archives of India specially to 
its Director General Dr. R.K. Parti and Assistant Director Shri P.R. 
Malik, Mrs. Meena Kapoor, Mrs. Manju Sehgal, Shri Pramod Mchra 
and Shri N.P. Sharma, President Shri Sadiq Ali and other staff of 
Gandhi National Museum and Library, Rajghat, New Delhi, Dr. 
Ravindra Kumar, Director, Dr. Hari Dev Sharma, Deputy Director, 
Shri A.K. Awasthi and others of Nehru Memorial Museum and 
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Library, Teen Murti House, New Delhi, Librarian and other staff of 
Parliament Library, Sansad Bhavan, New Delhi, officials and staff of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Memorial and Nayjivan Trust, 
Ahmedabad and staff and officials of Kakasaheb Gadgil Pratishthan, 
Pune for providing me important literature in their possession. 

I am greatly indebted to His Excellency, Hon’ble Dr. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, Vice-President of India, Hon’ble Shri Shiv V. Patil, 
Speaker, Lok Sabha, His Holiness, Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali 
Nadvi, Rector, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, Hon’ble Dr. (Mrs.) Najma 
HeptuUa, Deputy Chairperson, Rajya Sabha, His Excellency, Hon’ble 
Shri B. Satya Narayan Reddy, Governor of U.P., Dr. Karan Singh, Dr. 
Akbar Ali Khan and other officials of Abul Kalam Azad Oriental 
Research Institute, Public Gardens, Hyderabad, Shri Babubhai .Tashbhai 
Patel, Shri V.N. Gadgil, Shri Hitendra Desai, Shri Jitendra Thakorebhai 
Desai, Com. E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Shri Nathubhai Naranji Naik, 
Shri A J, Jalbi, Shri S.G. Mohiuddin, Mrs. Krmlesh Ravindra Kumar, 
Dr. Malti Malik, Prof. KL Malik and others for their kind encouragement, 
guidance and co-operation in many ways in preparation of this Volume 
(No. 7). 

My special thanks are due to Dr. K.R. Gupta and Shri Manish 
Kumar Gupta of Atlantic Publishers and Distributors for undertaking 
the publication of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s works courageously. 


- RAVINDRA KUMAR 
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Document No. 1 


Maulana Azad’s Address at the inaugural session of 
the Seminar on the contribution of Gandhian outlook 
and techniques, held in New Delhi on 5*1-1953 

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to this Seminar to discuss 
the contribution of Gandhian outlook and techniques to the solution of 
tensions between and within nations. 1 am particularly happy that so 
many distinguished men and women from so many countries have 
responded to our invitation. The subject for their deliberations is one 
which is of overriding importance in the modern world and immediately 
concerns all individuals of all nations. 

When the Indian National Commission for Co-operation with 
Unesco met for the first time in 1949, it resolved that steps should be 
taken at an early date to consider the Gandhian doctrines and their 
relevance to the problem of achieving world peace. Unesco which is 
concerned with the creation of an international outlook and the 
promotion of friendly feelings between different nations was naturally 
greatly interested in the proposal. Since then we have been considering 
how best to give effect to our plans of examining Gandhian methods as 
a means of achieving peace. You will agree that it was hardly necesary 
to have a Seminar only in order to draw attention to (landhiji's thought. 
His ideas have been before the world for many years and are already a 
part of the intellectual heritage of modern man. In view, however, of the 
crisis which threatens the world today and the danger of war which is 
always in the background of our minds, it seems specially appropriate 
to consider Gandhiji’s methods so far as they provide an alternative to 
war and promise a solution to international problems. That is why after 
much hesitation and thought, we have decided to call this Seminar to 
give distinguished thinkers of the East and the West an opportunity to 
discuss Gandhiji’s methods in all their implications. 

I am keenly conscious of the stupendous nature of the problem and 
also of how a solution has until now baffled the efforts of man. It is 
therefore in a spirit of humility that we have organised this Seminar in 
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the hope that the co-operative efforts of thinkers from so many 
countries may throw some light on our pressing problems and suggest 
some method of dealing more satisfactorily with the problems of war 
and peace. The issues at stake are so vast and our aim so important that, 
whether we fully succeed or not, the effort is its own justification. 

The progress of science itself makes it the more urgent to find a 
solution to these problems. In the past, wars were often due to the fact 
that man’s lack of knowledge did not permit him to utilise to the full the 
resources of nature. One nation or group could therefore satisy its 
needs only by depriving others. If food or fodder was scarce, the only 
means of overcoming this shortage lay in forcible occupation of the 
fields or pastures belonging to others. Today, the progress of science 
has created conditions where all legitimate demands of man can be 
satisfied. We can now live in an economy of plenty rather than one of 
want. Secrets of nature have been revealed one after the other and 
those have made available to man the immense wealth of her hidden 
resources. The tragedy of the situation, however, is that this increase of 
knowledge and mastery over nature is being used not so much for the 
constructive purposes of society as to enhance man’s powers of destruction. 
The energy of the atom has been unlocked and this can bring within the 
reach of all comfort and plenty. We are, however, concentrating on the 
use of atomic energy mainly to create terrible engines of destruction. 
Wireless has brought all mankind nearer to one another, but instead of 
using it to strengthen the bonds of fellowship among men, we are using 
it as an aid to a propaganda of hatred and discord. Aeroplanes are being 
used primarily to develop our offensive in aerial warfare. Greater 
knowledge of germs and bacteria promises mastery over disease and 
suffering, but such knowledge is often being sought to develop their use 
as weapons in bacteriological war. Not that these discoveries have no 
beneficent use, but such use seems subsidiary to the main purpose of 
employing them as weapons for the destruction of humanity. 

Since the beginning of this century, technological and scientific 
developments have tended to make war and peace co-extensive with the 
whole world. In the past, some problems may have been solved by war. 
In any case such wars were confined to a section of the world. Today, 
it is clear that no problem can be solved by war. If an attempt is made 
to solve any problems by means of war, the consequences extend 
beyond the frontiers of the nations concerned and involve all mankind. 
Wars have reached a stage where they only succeed in intensifying the 
hatred between nations and leading to new hatreds. Thus, the only 
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consequence of war today is to enhance the impulse to revenge and 
retribution. Forces are released that makes each war a prelude to 
further and more devastating wars. 

This becomes clear if we consider the sequence of events since 
World War I. Originally the conflict arose between Germany, Austria 
and Russia but very soon France and the United Kingdom were 
embroiled. More nations joined till it became a world war which ended 
in the defeat of Germany. The victorious nations met at Versailles and 
drew up a plan of peace. President Wilson enunciated his famous 
Fourteen Points which aimed at bringing into being a world which 
would be free from the threat of war. He proclaimed the doctrine of the 
right of self-determination of nations. Eventually, however, a Peace 
Treaty was signed which was based not on the Fourteen Points but on 
a desire to impose the severest penalty on Germany. Certain sections 
of the German people were separated from the Reich and such heavy 
reparations imposed on it that the very basis of its economic life was 
shaken. The responsibility of World War II is generally laid on Hitler 
and the Nazi Party, but if we ask who created Hitler, we have to 
recognise that it was the Treaty of Versailles. In fact, we may say that 
the signing of the Treaty was the moment of Hitler’s birth. 

The Peace Treaty made every German feel his humiliation and 
helplessness. The Weimar Republic tried by negotiations to lighten the 
burden on the Germans so that democracy might have a chance in 
Germany but the U.K. and France paid little heed to her appeals. In 
fact, the victorious Allies characterised all German attempts to reduce 
reparations as attempts at blackmail. I cannot refrain from referring to 
the Lausanne Conference which met shortly before the rise of Hitler. 
On that occasion, Germany proposed mei^sures for the removal of 
causes of misunderstanding and conflict between herself and France 
and was prepared even to have Joint Chiefs of Staff for the two armies 
so that they could always work together. This would have removed 
permanently French fears of German aggression and German fears of 
French military might. It is obvious today that there could have been no 
better solution of the long standing Franco-German conflict. If this 
proposal had been put into effect, Wor’d War II might well have been 
avoided. The proposal was, however, rejected. It is a strange irony of 
history that Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, who had been one of the foremost 
pacifists during World War I, should have been mainly responsible for 
its rejection. Would it be uncharitable to suggest that the reason why he 
opposed the German proposals was that such close collaboration 
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between France and Germany would reduce the importance and power 
of the U.K.? It seems that while the U.K. wanted peace between France 
and Germany, she did not want such close friendship as was envisaged 
at Lausanne. 

Germany became more and more embittered and frustrated and 
sought a leader who could cater for this mood. Hitler's rise to power 
thus became inevitable even though his party was in a minority in the 
country as a whole. World War II was therefore nothing but a release 
of the hatreds that had been generated in Germany, consequent upon 
of the Treaty of Versailles. While Germany was powerless, the Allies 
dealt with her claims, not from the point of view of justice but of their 
own military might. In 1939, when Germany regained her power, she 
also based her claims, not on justice but on might. It is not easy to decide 
in favour of cither protagonist. Both were tarred with the same brush 
of hatred and vendetta. Both adopted in the day of their power the law 
of the jungle rather than the law of reason. 

Like World War I, World War II also ended in the defeat of 
Germany. Perhaps her defeat would have come earlier if the Allies had 
not insisted on unconditional surrender. As early as 1942, a group had 
been formed in Germany who wanted to end Hitler's power. Faced with 
the Allies' demand of unconditional surrender, they were compelled to 
stay their hand and aid Hiller in carrying on the struggle as long as 
possible. During World War I, there was a demand that the Kaiser 
should be tried as a war criminal and hanged. Though this was not done, 
the trials at Nuremburg were held after the conclusion of World War 
II. This was in accordance with a statute of the victorious nations to set 
up a tribunal to try the German leaders. 

The question may very well be asked: what authority other than 
sheer military might allowed this tribunal to brand as war criminals the 
German leaders who had been responsible for the war? It was a 
manifestation of the same spirit which led the Allies to frame and 
enforce the Treaty of Versailles. Hiller and his associates were guilty 
first and foremost before the German nation. If anybody had the moral 
authority to punish them, it was the German nation and the German 
courts. After the war, German courts condemned hundreds of Germans 
as Nazis. Why then were the accused at Nuremburg not tried by the 
same German courts? There is no doubt that Goering, Ribbentrop and 
Himmler were guilty of heinous crimes against humanity but the 
question is, who had the right to punish them? When the Pharisees put 
a question to Christ about the punishment of the adulteress, Christ said 
that only he who was free from guilt had the right to cast the first stone. 
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It is difficult to say what the definition of a war crime is. When the 
German bombers raided the United Kingdom, the civilised world was 
horrified by the indiscriminate attack on the civilians. When, however, 
the Allied Powers started their bombing raids, they did not spare the 
civilian population of Germany either. If the inventors of V2 were war 
criminals, cannot those who were responsible for dropping atom 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki also lay claim to the title? Since the 
beginning of history, conquerors have generally killed only those who 
took up arms against them. Cyrus formulated this as an explicit 
principle five hundred years before Christ. Tyrants have no doubt 
destroyed and pillaged cities from time to time and they have been 
regarded as enemies of man. The use of a weapon to destroy a whole 
city, containing thousands of innocent and unarmed men, women and 
children, is therefore an act that must be condemned as a crime against 
humanity. During the present war in Korea, there have been accusations 
and denials about germ warfare. The world is not in a position to give 
a final verdict on these charges but papers are full of accounts of 
experiments about germ and bacteriological warfare. We also read of 
the extermination of whole groups of people for the crime of belonging 
to a particular class or community. In such a world, how can we brand 
any particular group as the only war crimin'ds? 

World War I laid the foundations of World War II. The Second 
World War is now creating conditions for a Third World War. Who can 
say where this process of destruction will lead mankind? Such senseless 
destruction seems even more futile when we remember how at the end 
of each war the conqueror and the conquered alike have to pay the price 
of victory. After World War I, circumstances compelled the Allies to 
recognise step by step the need to rebuild Germany in order to restore 
the health of European economy. After World War II, we are again 
witnessing fervent efforts of the victorious nations to rebuild Germany. 
All these arc evidence that so long as we adopt the way of hatred and 
revenge, there is no solution except the creation of new and more bitter 
problems. If the world is to survive, we must therefore find solution 
other than by a war. 

It was in order to find a method of settling international disputes 
in a peaceful manner that at first the League of Nations and now the 
United Nations have been established. There is no doubt that their 
establishment is a step in the right direction, but equally there is no 
doubt that they have not been able to fulfil the hopes they had aroused. 
The League petered out because it failed to stand up to the aggression 
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of the great powers. Today, we are witnessing the United Nations 
fumbling whenever the interests of the great nations are at stake. 
Nevertheless, UNO represents the only hope of mankind, and it is 
therefore our duty to find out what its shortcomings are and how best 
to remedy them. 

It seems clear to me that two conditions must be fulfilled if UNO 
is to achieve its objective. The first is the recognition of justice as a value 
with the same validity in the international sphere as within national life. 
Individuals in a State have, through a long process, learnt to curb their 
impulse to private vengeance and submit to the arbitration of neutral 
judges appointed by the State. If an individual seeks to wreak private 
vengeance, he is punished even though he may have acted under grave 
provocation. We must learn to apply the same principle in the international 
sphere and lay down that the individual nation, society or State must 
never be the judge in its own case. 

The second condition is clearly linked with the first and in fact 
arises out of it. Social peace became possible only when individuals gave 
up the right of private action and agreed to abide by the dictates of the 
State. International peace can be achieved only if States are prepared 
to recognise limits to their national sovereignty and submit to the 
arbitration of an international body. The position today is that States 
advocate arbitration on all issues which concern others but refuse to 
recognise the validity of neutral arbitration as soon as their own 
interests are touched. 

If these two conditions are fulfilled, we may hope to find a way out 
of the greatest danger which threatens the world today. This is the 
prevailing cold war between the Communist and the non-communist 
countries. Whatever may be our personal attitude to Communism, we 
must recognise the fact that it counts a large section of mankind as its 
adherent. We must also admit the right of these people to their own way 
of life, provided they choose it freely and do not seek to interfere with 
the way of life of others. Once the two blocks develop an attitude of 
toleration for each other, discussions on specific issues will no longer be 
barren and disappointing as they are today. This will also make each 
block realise that other nations must be free to choose their own way of 
life according to their national genius. 

To recognise justice as an absolute value is to substitute right in the 
place of might. This also implies that ends can never justify means. It 
was a basic principle of Gandhiji’s thought that not only must we aim 
at truth and justice but must also adopt means that are truthful and just. 
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There is therefore no option before the world today but to turn to 
Gandhiji’s doctrine and methods if we are to escape disaster. He 
preached that violence and hatred solved no problems and could only 
lead to further misery. He therefore appealed to men to settle their 
differences in the light of reason and justice. He held that the only 
victories were those based on moral principles. The lessons of history 
confirm his teachings, for history is full of the record of conflicts which 
seemed to end in victory but were only the prelude to further conflicts 
and, as often as not, ended in bitter defeat. 

In essence, Gandhiji’s message is not a new one. It is a message 
which India gave to the world six hundred years before the birth of 
Christ through Gautama Buddha. This was also the message which 
Jesus gave to the world on the Mount of Olives. Jesus, it is often said, 
was the first and the last Christian. This, however, docs not seem to be 
fully correct. If we look at the history of the Christian Church, we find 
that it survived the persecution of the Roman Empire and in fact 
triumphed over it, not by the use of force and violence but by its 
readiness to suffer persecution and even death for the sake of its ideals. 
Even when these early Christians had become powerful, they refrained 
from the use of power. Tertullian gave expression to this attitude in his 
speech for the defence of the Christians against the accusations of the 
Gentiles. In an address to the Magistrates he said, “Our origin is but 
recent, yet already we fill all that your power acknowledges - cities 
fortresses, islands, provinces, the assemblies of the people, the wards of 
Rome, the palace, the senate, the public places and especially the 
armies. We have left you nothing but your temples. Reflect what wars 
we are able to undertake. With what promptitude might we not arm 
ourselves, were we not restrained by our religion, which teaches us that 
it is better to be killed than to kill?” 

Islam appeared on the scene sbe hundred years after the advent of 
Christ. When the Prophet of Islam started his mission in Mecca, the 
whole country rose in determined opposition and sought to suppress his 
preachings through violence. The persecution became so bitter that it 
was impossible for him and his followers to continue at Mecca and 
ultimately he had to repair to Medina. A section of the people of 
Medina extended their support to him, but the Quraish of Mecca would 
not allow him to remain in peace even there. They organised a 
campaign and launched a violent attack against him. The Prophet was 
thus compelled to raise the sword in self-defence. He no doubt took 
recourse to arms but the spirit in which he did so is without parallel in 
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the history of warfare. The Prophet of Islam was compelled to take to 
the sword but there was no hatred or desire for vengeance in his military 
operations. Even in the midst of the conflict, when he and his people 
were violently assailed and he himself had suffered physical injury, he 
could still say, “My Lord ! lead my people along the path of righteousness, 
for they know not what they are doing.” 

Can the faintest suggestion of hatred, ill-will and revenge attach to 
a spirit which even in a situation like this could give vent to such noble 
sentiments? 

Then the day came when he returned victorious to Mecca at the 
head of thousands of faithful followers. This was an occasion when he 
could have taken revenge for their past oppression and persecution. No 
such thought occurred to him for even a single moment. He forgave 
without any mental reservation all those who for ten years had helped 
every conceivable type of persecution on him and his comrades. He 
declared, “I shall deal with you today in the same manner as Joseph 
dealt with his persecuting brothers.” When they were brought before 
Joseph in Egypt, he had said, “Today is not a day of judgment for you. 
May God forgive you and forgiveness is indeed without measure.” 

In more recent times, we have seen Tolstoy deliver the same 
message of opposing evil by good, though he had no opportunity of 
putting his theory to the lest. 

Gandhiji’s greatness lies in this that he prepounded non-violence 
not as a mere theoretical idea but as a practical programme. In fact, his 
life was a shinning example of this principle and that is why he was able 
to convert large masses of men to his way of thinking. In doing so, 
Gandhiji at the same time offered to the world a moral substitute for 
war. U ntil his time, even thinkers who had recognised the futility of war 
could offer no substitute for it. In his programme of non-violent non- 
co-operation, Gandhiji showed a way in which wrong could be opposed 
with< »ul resorting to arms. This is not an easy way and we do not yet see 
clearly how the method can be applied in the settlement of all international 
disputes. Since, however, there is no other alternative, if mankind is to 
survive, we must find a way of extending its application to all fields of 
conflict. 

Beginning from 1920 up to the last days of his life, 1 have had the 
privilege of seeing Gandhiji at very close quarters and have in fact been 
one of his associates. The thing which impressed me most during all this 
long and close association was his unflinching faith in non-violence. 
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Non-violence was for him an absolute value and he regarded it as the 
ultimate truth. Two instances come to my mind of how uncompromising 
his stand was on this issue. When World War II started, his heart was 
heavy with the suffering of afflicted nations. His anguish was the greater 
that he could not share in their misery or do anything to stop the 
holocaust. His sense of misery came to a head during the heavy air 
bombing of Great Britain and he brooded over it till he came to the 
decision that he must do whatever lay in his power to bring the war to 
an end. He therefore wanted to send a message to the British people 
advising them to refrain from the use of arms and instead oppose Hitler 
non-violently. Even if this resulted in the military occupation of Great 
Britain, he wanted to advise the British people to refuse to surrender to 
Hitler and oppose his violence by non-violenl non-co-operation. 

I pleaded with him that this was hardly an appropriate message to 
the British people in the honour of their trial and it was likely to be 
misunderstood. He withheld his message for two days but then told me 
that he had pondered deeply over the matter and it was his conviction 
that he must give out his mind whatever be the consequences. Accordingly, 
he drafted his message and sent to the then Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India. 

A second occasion arose during the war over the issue of Indian 
independence. Gandhiji held that if the British made an offer of 
independence on the condition that India should join the war, he for 
one would reject the offer. He believed that non-violence was an 
absolute value and he would not be justified in compromising on this 
issue even for the sale of Indian freedom. As the President of the Indian 
National Congress at the time, I could not agree with him. It was my 
view that the Allies were fighting for a just cause ad the only thing that 
prevented us from participating in the struggle was British domination 
over India. If this was withdrawn, India would have no reason to 
withhold her help to the democratic powers that were opposing Nazi 
aggression. These two instances show how complete his acceptance of 
the principle of non-violence was. He was not prepared to deviate from 
non-violence even for the sake of national freedom. 

in this Seminar we are not, however, considering non-violence as 
an absolute value nor pacifism as a creed which allows no exception. We 
recognise that in certain circumstances a limited use of force may be 
necessary in order to prevent violence. If we take an example from civil 
life, the power of police in a State is the guarantee of the suppression 
of lawlessness and disorder. Our aim therefore should be to find out 
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how this principle can be applied in the relations between nations so 
that war may be eliminated as an instrument of policy. International 
conflicts are often the result of internal conflicts. We have therefore to 
consider the application of Gandhian methods and outlook for the 
solution of both types of tensions. 

In conclusion, I would like to welcome once again the distinguished 
thinkers from the East and the West who have met to consider this 
problem and suggest practical measures to give effect to them. 

It is a mailer of rcgrcl that wc have tcxiay among us no representative 
from either the U.S.S.R. or China. The resonsibility for this is not ours 
as wc made re^watcd atlcmpls to associate thinkers from these countries 
in the work of the Seminar. In view of the many international peace 
conferences that these two States have been sponsoring in recent years, 
I would have expected that they would welcome this opportunity of 
meeting thinkers from the other regions of the world for promoting 
international peace. It is therefore a matter of regret and surprise that 
our invitations have not met with the response that we had a right to 
expect. 
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Maulana Azad’s welcome speech dated 28-1-1953 at 
the inaugural session of i.A.D.D.M. 

Of the many questions that pressed for immediate attention after 
the achievement of independence, one of the most important was that 
relating to the revival of cultural activities. During the last 150 years, the 
fine arts, whether dance or drama, music or literature, did not receive 
the attention or the support they needed from the State for their full 
development. It is true that there has been a renaissance in India since 
the middle of the 19th century, but this was due to the release of new 
forces in society and owed little to the State. That is why, it was not as 
extensive or deep as it would have been if it had received the necessary 
State support. After the fall of the Moghul Empire, the centuries old 
tradition of State encouragement to different forms of fine arts was 
almost completely withdrawn. 

The Indian States, which constituted about a third of India, have, 
no doubt, in their own territories played a significant role in supporting 
and developing these arts and thus deserve our gratitude, but their 
effort was not commensurate with the requirements of the situation. In 
any case, with the disappearance of the princely order, the patronage 
which they extended to the fine arts is also no longer available. In a 
democratic regime, the arts can derive their sustenance only from the 
people, and the State, as the organised manifestation of the people’s 
will, must therefore undertake its maintenance and development as one 
of its first responsibilities. 

Enlightened public opinion in the country has been conscious of 
this fact for over a decade. On January 26, 1945, a specific proposal in 
this behalf was put forward by the Asiatic Society of Bengal. The Society 
moved for the establishment of a National Cultural Trust as an 
autonomous body entrusted with the task of stimulating and promoting 
the culture of the country in all its aspects. The trust was to consist of 
three academies, viz., an Academy of Letters to deal with Indian 
languages, literature, philosophy and history; an Academy of Art 
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(including graphic, plastic and applied art) and Architecture, and an 
Academy of Dance, Drama and Music. It was intended that these 
academies should aim at maintaining and improving the standards of 
achievement in all these fields of culture. 

The proposal was referred to the Central Advisory Board of 
Education which after examination by one of its committees accepted 
it and recommended that the Central Government should contribute 
half the amount while the Provincial Governments and the Indian 
Stales should contribute the balance. Owing to financial and other 
difficulties it was not possible for the Government to bring into 
existence the Cultural Trust though it had in principle agreed to do so. 

Meanwhile the country attained its independence. The changed 
circumstances required fresh consideration of the issue. Accordingly, a 
Conference on Art was held in Calcutta in August 1949, followed by two 
more in March 1951 at New Delhi, on Letters, and on Dance, Drama, 
Music and Art to consider the position and advise the Government on 
measures for the promotion of cultural development in the country. 
These conferences appointed committees which after examining the 
various aspects of the problem recommended the establishment of 
three academics, viz., an Academy for Dance, Drama and Music, an 
Academy of Letters, and an Academy of Art. We have met today for I he 
inauguration gf the first of these academics. 

A brief enumeration of the functions of the Academy will give you 
an idea of what we expect it to do. Some important functions are: 

(/) to promote research in the field of Indian dance, drama and 
music and for this purpose to establish a library and a 
museum; 

(ii) to encourage the exchange of ideas and enrichment of 
techniques between the different regions in regard to the arts 
of dance, drama and music; 

(Hi) to encourage, where necc.ssary, the establishment of theatre 
centres, on the basis of regional languages, and co-operation 
among different theatre centres; 

(/V) to encourage the setting up of institutions providing training 
in the art of theatre, including instruction in the actor’s 
training, study of stagecraft and the production of palys; 

(v) to publish literature on Indian dance, drama and music, 
including reference works such as an illustrated dictionary or 
handbook of technical terms; ^ 
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(vi) to encourage the development of amateur dramatic activity, 
the children’s theatre, the open air theatre and the rural 
theatre in its various forms; 

(vii) to revive and preserve folk dance and folk music in different 
regions of the country and to encourage the development of 
community music, martial music, etc. 

(viii) to sponsor dance, drama and music festivals on an all-India 
basis, and to encourage regional festivals; 

(ix) to award prizes and distinctions and to give recognition to 
individual artists for outstanding achievements in the fields 
of dance, drama and music; and 

(x) to promote cultural exchanges in the field of dance, drama 
and music with other countries. 

Since the Central Government would bear the main burden of 
financing the Academy, i( was considered appropriate, at least in the 
initial stages, to leave the choice of the Chairman and the Treasurer to 
the President and the Government of India. The Academy will, however, 
be autonomous in its internal working and will include in its membership 
representatives of the State Government and of important arts 
organisations as well as distinguished artists in their personal capacity. 
A provision has also been made for the amendment of its constitution 
as and when desired by the Academy. Specially noteworthy is the 
institution of the office of Fellows of the Academy; election must be 
aLnost unanimous and the total number will be strictly limited so that 
it will be a real honour - the greatest in the country - to be a Fellow of 
the Academy. 

India can be proud of a long heritage and tradition in the field of 
dance, drama and music. In the field of fine arts, as in those of 
philosophy and science, India and Greece occupy an almost unique 
position in human history. It is my conviction that in the field of music, 
the achievement of India is greater than that of even Greece. The 
breadth and depth of Indian music is perhaps unrivalled as is its 
integration of voc^l and instrumental music. 

The essence of Indian civilisation and cultural has always been a 
spirit of assimilation and synthesis. Nowhere is this more clearly shown 
than in the field of music. The amalgamation of Persian and Classical 
Indian styles during the Middle Ages gave rise to a type of music which 
combines the excellences of both. When the Muslims came to India, 
Persian music was already a fully developed system but it did not lake 
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Muslims long to discover the special merits of Indian music. They not 
only adopted it as their own but added to it richly by adapting elements 
from the Persian tradition. Since then there has been no separate 
development of the two systems, but within India a combined stream 
has grown which, in richess and splendour, surpasses both the original 
tributaries. 

Amir Khusro is a well-known name to every student of Indian 
history. He was a great poet but his inventive genius has left its mark on 
other fields of the fine arts as well. In music, he has created new forms 
through the combination of Indian and Persian melodies. Aiman, 
TaranOy Qol, Sazffi^ and Suhla and other tunes, which are sung to this 
day by millions of Indians, are a living testimony to his genius and his 
power of synthesis. In the field of instrumental music, it was he who 
invented the Sitar. He found the Veena too elaborate and complicated 
an instrument and simplified it by reducing the number of strings to 
only three. The name Sitar^ which in Persian means three strings, still 
bears testimony to this fact. 

The same process of simplification and development is found in the 
field of vocal music. Sultan HusainSharqy, King of Jaunpur, was a great 
lover of music, and it was he who introduced the Khayal style in Indian 
music. The old classical style of Dhmpad was too difficult and rigid for 
the fluent expression of emotions. In Khayal^ he perfected a style which 
has the dignity of the Dhmpad without its rigidity and has become one 
of the most cherished forms of Indian music. 

We find the same spirit of assimilation and synthesis in the 
evolution of the various musical instruments of India. There were 
Tanpuras of various types which were popular in Iran, and India 
adopted and adapted them to suit her own requirements. Another 
Persian instrument, Qaniin, is placed even to this day by the people of 
Kashmir. There is therefore no better example of the composite culture 
of India than in the field of music. The co-operation of Hindus and 
Muslims for almost a thousand years has here brought about a 
consummation that has perhaps no equal in the world. 

We do not know the full history of the development of drama. New 
researches into Egyptology for the last 50 years indicate that drama was 
popular in Egypt thousands of years before the advent of Christ. If we 
are to accept Breasted’s theory, it would appear that the Memphite 
drama was well developed as early as the fourth millennium before 
Christ. In 800 B.C., the tradition was revived under the orders of Sha- 
kaba, the Ethiopian Pharaoh, and a small fragment of a play survives to 



Documents 


15 


this day. In Babybn and hSneveh also rdigious festivals were accompanied 
by drama. All these indicate that, as in the fields of science and 
philosophy, Greece received inspiration as well as models from the 
earlier traditions of Egypt. 

There is no doubt that whatever might be the source from which 
the Greeks derived their inspiration, they developed drama and brought 
it to a level that is still unsurpassed. Comparisons in such fields are 
invidious, but we can still say that Kalidasa may be compared with the 
greatest among the Greek dramatists. We have also the works of Bhasa, 
Bhavabhuti and Banbhatta who raised the Indian drama to a level 
which is perhaps not inferior to that attained by the Greeks. In the field 
of the theory of drama, Indian achievements are perhaps still more 
remarkable and serve as models even to this day. 

In the field of dance, the great variety of Indian styles has attracted 
the notice of all students of arts and culture. The range of Indian dance 
extends from the strictly classical styles, developed in the temples with 
their infinite variety of expression and modulations, to the wonderful 
rhythm and flow of folk dances in different regions of the land. In their 
variety they present a richness of forms that have few parallels elsewhere 
in the world. What is most remarkable is the continuity of these 
traditions and the vigour they display to this day. 

This precious heritage of dance, drama and music is one which we 
must cherish and develop. We must do so not only for our own sake but 
also as our contribution to the cultural heritage of mankind. Nowhere 
is it truer than m the field of art, that to sustain means to create. 
T raditions cannot be preserved but can only be created afresh. It will be 
the aim of these academies to preserve our traditions by offering them 
an institutional form. 

The Academy of Dance, Drama and Music is the first of our three 
proposed academies and 1 am happy that the President has kindly 
agreed to inaugurate it. I have now great pleasure in inviting him to do 
so. 
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Opening speech of Maulana Azad dated 1-2-1953, 
at the Library of Alipur 

When the Council of the National Library invited me to open it 
formally in its new home, my mind naturally went back to my first 
contact with it some 48 years ago. This was in 1904 when I was a boy of 
about 16. 1 had completed my studies, and according to the prevailing 
practice in our traditional system of education, was lecturing to a group 
of students on various subjects. 1 came to hear that the Buhar collection 
of the Library contained a rare copy of Al Beruni’s famous work -/!/ 
Qanm. Accompanied by a friend, Mirza Fazal-ud-Din Ahmad, who 
later published my book, Taskara, I went to the Library. It was, as you 
no doubt remember, then known as the Imperial Library and was 
housed in Metcalf Hall. It was necessary to secure a reader’s permit and 
Mirza Fazal-ud-Din was ^ven one without any comment. When, 
however, he asked for a pass for me, the Library Assistant looked at me 
intently and enquired about my age. I said, I was about 16. On hearing 
this, he refused to give me a permit as he said no one below 18 was 
allowed to be a reader of the Library. Mirza Fazal-ud-Din interceded 
on my behalf and said that whatever my age was I was already a 
Professor in Logic, Philosophy and Muslim Law. 1 should therefore be 
given the facility to use the Library, if need be by making an exception 
to the rule. 1 looked at the Library Assistant and felt that he was nt)t 
inclined to believe the statement. Mirza Fazal-ud-Din tried to see the 
Librarian but unfortunately he was not available. My first effort to gain 
admission to the Library thus ended in failure and 1 returned home in 
disappointment. 

Some years later, when one of my personal friends, a great scholar, 
Harinath Dey; became Librarian, the entire wealth of the Library 
became available to me and I burrowed among its treasures. 1 do not 
know to this day whether I violated any rules, but I must confess that 
often I took home with me not only rare books but also precious 
manuscripts which I kept till I had an opportunity of copying them. 



Documents 


17 


I am glad that it should be my privilege today to throw open to all 
who wish to use it, the doors of a library which were closed to me 48 
years ago. 

Now that the National Library has found a permanent home in this 
palace after its sojourn in various more or less ill-suited houses, I cannot 
help recalling to your mind the memory of the man who laid the first 
foundation of its future greatness. Lord Curzon has the same place in 
the history of the British Viceroys as lias Lord Dalhousie in the history 
of the Governor-Generals of the East India Company. One created the 
situation which led to the great outburst of 1857. The other pursued a 
policy which was responsible for a new and intense national struggle. 
Whatever be our judgment on Curzon^s political activities, I cannot but 
remember today his words when on January 30, 1903, in declaring the 
Imperial Library open, he said. 

“It will be a proud and happy reflection if I am able to say 
that I found Calcutta without a library worthy of the name 
and left it with a first-class and well-organised institution.” 

1 am sure you will all agree with me that the hope which he then 
expressed has found its fulfilment today. 

It is curious that about the same time that Curzon opened the 
Imperial Library, he also unveiled a monument built for the alleged 
victims of the Blackhole of Calcutta. History is no respecter of persons, 
and it is significant that while the Imperial Library opened by him not 
only exists but has developed into a national library, the monument he 
built to a myth has been swept away by the passage of time. 

I do not want to bore you with details about the arrangments in the 
library or the different types of books, magazines and newspapers that 
it contains for the service of the public. All these will be available to you 
in the Jubilee Volume that is being published by the Library on this 
occasion. I would only like to draw your attention to the fact that when 
Curzon opened the Imperial Library, the number of books was less 
than a hundred thousand, while today the collection numbers more 
than seven and half lakhs of books and manuscripts. I realise that even 
this is not enough and that national libraries in other countries have far 
richer collections. I have, however, every hope that the library will 
continue to expand and will, in course of time, rival the splendid 
libraries ol Europe and America. The Government of India will spare 
ho pains in this behalf and have already increased the annual grant for 
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new purchases. I may also refer to the action already taken by the 
Government to secure for the library a valuable collection of Chinese 
classics as well as the literature of different Indian languages. 

I may, at this stage, pay a tribute to the munificent donors who have 
presented collections to tUs library. The first name that occurs to me 
is that of Munshi Sadaruddin of Buhar. He was Mir Munshi of Mir 
Jaffar and also held a responsible position under Shah Alam. His 
memory will, however, be cherished, not for the political office that he 
held, but because of his love of learning. He laid the foundation of the 
Buhar Library in Burdwan and collected precious manuscripts of all 
types. His collection, which is now one of the valuable possessions of 
this library, contains the 12th century manuscript of A1 Beruni’s^/ 
Qanun to which I referred earlier. This has on it the Seal of Fazil Khan, 
a famous Amir of Shah Jahan, who later became Prime Minister of 
Aurangzeb. Fazil Khan was not only a statesman but also a great 
engineer. After the Shalimar gardens in Lahore were built, it was 
discovered that the engineers had forgotten that the Ravi flowed on a 
lower level and hence water could not be obtained from it. Fazil Khan, 
through his ingenuity and skill, constructed a system by which the water 
was raised to the level of the garden. If therefore the Shalimar blooms 
to this day, the credit goes to Fazil Khan’s skilful engineering. 

Among recent donors, pride of place must go to the sons of the late 
Ashutosh Mookerji. They have made a gift of his entire collection of 
some 75 thousand books, covering ail domains of human knowledge, to 
the National Library. I hope that other rich patrons of learning will seek 
to emulate these examples. 

When I visited the British Museum, what impressed me most was 
its Reading Room. Here was a vast hall, full of earnest men and women 
devoted to the pursuit of knowledge. There was an atmosphere of 
silence and dignity which marked it out immediately as a true temple of 
learning. Any one who had to speak did so in a hushed voice so that 
others might not be disturbed. I have often felt that we must create the 
same conditions and atmosphere in our reading rooms and libraries. 
When I first came to the new home of the National Library, I felt that 
in what was formerly the Ball Room of the palace we have a reading 
room which can, if only wc wish, create the atmosphere and conditions 
of the Reading Room in the British Museum. 

Old residents of Calcutta will, I have no doubt, welcome the 
transformation of what was a citadel of power into an abode of learning. 
Formerly, this palace was the preserve of State dignitaries and bureaucrats: 
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today it is a temple of learning for whoever seeks to worship at its altar. 
Formerly, it was a place which imposed decisions on the people 
regardless of what they wished or needed: today, it is a storehouse from 
which the nation can derive its intellectual sustenance in accordance 
with its wishes and needs. The noble building and grounds which 
formerly catered for the proud rulers of the land will, henceforth, be the 
resort of even the humblest seekei of knowledge and truth. 

When 1 first walked through the halls of this palace and saw its 
spacious lawns, I was reminded of a famous quatrain of Hafiz of Shiraz. 
Once before, in opening the Delhi Public Library, I referred to these 
lines. They, however, seem so appropriate to the National Library that 
I cannot help quoting them once again: 

Du yari Ziraku Waz Badai Kuhan du mani 
Faraghati u Kitabi Ugushai Chamni 
Man in Maqam ba dunya U aqbat na deham 
Agarche dar Paim.Uftand Khalq anjamani 

Two wise friends: two jugs of mellow wine: Leisure sweetened with 
books: and a comer of a garden. 

If I can have these things, I would gladly give up all other pleasures 
of the world here and hereafter. 

Books you will find here in plenty. Two friends also should not be 
difficult to find. The lovely garden stretches before you, and you can 
choose for yourself a lonely corner. 1 must, of course, say with regret 
that the fourth condition of the poet cannot be satisfied; but I hope that 
your imagination will supply the deficiency ! 
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Mautana’s Address at the 8th Meeting of the All India 
Council for Technical Education, held at 
New Delhi on 8-2-1953 

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to the eighth annual 
meeting of the All India Council for Technical Education. You are 
aware that the constitution of the Council has recently been revised in 
order to make it a more compact body and the Council, as reorganised, 
is meeting today for the first time. I will therefore crave your indulgence 
for a few minutes to refer to the circumstances in which the Council was 
originally set up and the work it has accomplished in the last seven 
years. 

It was in January 1944 that the Central Advisory Board of Education 
recommended at the instance of the Technical Education Committee 
of that body that the (jovernment should set up a central organisation 
to stimulate, a)-ordinatc and control the provision of technical education 
on an all India basis. The Government considered that recommendation 
and set up the All India Council of Technical Education to survey the 
whole field of technical education and to advise them on measures that 
might be taken from time to time for development in this field. Sri 
Nalini Ranjan Sarkar was appointed Chairman of the first Council and 
he served for two terms with conspicuous ability. I must take this 
occasion to recall to your memory the services which he rendered as the 
first Chairman of the Council. I am sure you will all agree that his death 
is a great loss to the cause of technical education in the country. 

In retrospect we now see more clearly one of the reasons for the 
establishment of the Council. After the outbreak of World War 11, the 
Government of the day felt increasingly that they must secure the co- 
operation of Indian national leaders in order to create the necessary 
enthusiasm for the war effort. They tried to associate leaders of the 
Indian National Congress with the Government, but the Congress 
refused the invitation as the terms on which it was issued were 
unacceptable. The Government realised that they must have at least a 
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semblance of Indian support and therefore invited some selected 
individuals to come into the Executive Council They also wanted to 
prove to the world that even if the Congress leaders had not agreed to 
accept office, they were themselves anxious to develop nation-building 
services in India. 

Those who accepted the British invitation were thus in a position 
of advantage and utilised the pressure exercised by the refusal of the 
Congress to give effect to a programme of expansion of various nation- 
building services. It was these circumstances which explain the plan ol 
Post-War Educational Development in India (popularly known as the 
Sargent Report), the institution of the system of Overseas Scholarships, 
the establishment of the Council of Industrial and Scientific Research 
and the All India Council for Technical Education. 

I have watched closely the valuable contribution of the Council 
towards the development of technical education in the country since its 
inception. As Miniter of Education, I have naturally been interested in 
its working and I am happy that my association with the Council will 
henceforth be much closer than it had been in the past. Some of the 
landmarks in the history of the Council naturally come to my mind on 
this occasion. You are aware that it was primarily at the initiative of the 
Council that the Government of India decided to strengthen a number 
of under-graduate institutions in various parts of the country by 
providing grants, amounting to about 1.5 crores of rupees. It was also 
on the recommendations of the Council that the Government accepted 
the proposals of the Sarkar Committee to set up four higher institutes 
of technology in the country. The Council is also responsible for 
undertaking steps to establish closer relations between industries and 
educational institutions by establishing different types of industrial 
training schemes. 

There has been a good deal of expansion of facilities in technical 
education during the last five years. Most of it has been provided, in the 
normal course, in the colleges preparing students for university degrees 
or college diplomas. 1 understand that the intake of engineering degree 
courses has increased from about 2,500 to over 3,700 in the last five 
years. The intake in engineering diploma courses has also increased 
from about 3,000 to almost 5,000 during the same period. In fact, there 
are some experts who hold that the expansion in facilities has been too 
rapid and that there is not enough scope for the employment of the 
persons trained. Others hold equally strongly that even today we do not 
have an adequate number of properly trained personnel for the various 



22 


The Selected Works of Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad 


approved projects and purposes. What is therefore needed is a review 
of our requirements not only in terms of numbers but also in terms of 
the type of training necessary. 

In January 1951, the Council appointed a committee to assess the 
requirements of technical manpower with a view to undertaking this 
survey and also estimating what the requirements are likely to be for 
our various development schemes. I understand that, as the Planning 
Commission had not, until recently, taken final decisions on the various 
schemes, the Committee was unable to come to firm conclusions. Now 
that the Five Year Plan has been approved in prmciple, I hope that the 
Committee will carry out the task assigned to it as speedily as possible. 

The members of the Council are aware that one of the bottlenecks 
in our programme of expansion of education has been finance. 1 am, 
however, glad to say that in the Five Year Plan we have been able to 
provide an additional two crore rupees over what was proposed in the 
Draft Plan, mainly as a result of the representations made by the Seven- 
Man Committee appointed by the Council at its last meeting. The total 
provisioii for the various types of technical education under the Five 
Year Plan will therefore be of the order of about Rs. 11 crore, out of 
which Rs. 3.55 crore will be available for entirely new projects. You will 
appreciate that the expenditure in the first year is likely to be less, for 
no project should be undertaken until it has been carefully examined. 
I have every hope that once development has been initiated according 
to the plan, we shall be able to carry through the expansion at an 
accelerated pace. 

I am happy to report to you that the Indian Institute of Technology 
at Kharagpur has made further progress since the Council met last. 
This year, apart from admissions to the basic under-graduate courses 
in engineering, the Institute has accepted students for degrees in naval 
architecture, agricultural engineering and architecture. Post-graduate 
courses in production engineering and combustion engineering have 
also been started and a few students have undertaken research in 
various fields. The Institute has also organised a short course in 
Management studies, the first of its kind in Asia, which will enable 
persons drawn from industries, commerce, Government departments 
and other lines of activity to come together and study the common 
principles of effective administration. The total number of students has 
risen to 700 and the next academic year will see a thousand students on 
its roll. 
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You are aware that the Council has recommended the setting up 
of four regional committees in order to establish closer relations 
between indastrles and educational institutions to their mutual advantage. 
The first of these committees, the Eastern Committee, was set up some 
time ago. The Western Committee has also now been set up and it held 
its first meeting at Bombay in October 1952. 1 hope that the committees 
for the South and the North will also start functioning before long. You 
will agree that the establishment of these regional committees will lead 
to a more effective reaslisation of the requirements and possibilities in 
these regions and help us to formulate an integrated plan for India as 
a whole. 

One of the most important questions requiring the attention of the 
Council today is that of formulating a detailed plan to implement the 
recommendations of the Seven-Man Committee as incorporated in the 
Five Year Plan. General lines of development have no doubt been 
indicated by the Committee but it is for you to determine the steps that 
should be taken to give them a concrete shape. Facilities in technological 
study at the post-graduate level are inadequate and even though the two 
institutes at Kharagpur and Bangalore will go some way towards 
meeting our requirements, we still have to send a large number of 
students for training abroad. It must be one of the first priorities in our 
programme of expansion to develop these facilities within the country 
itself. I am sure you will agree that the highest consideration should be 
given to strengthening institutions which are in a position to fulfil the 
objectives we have in view. 

Another field where concerted development is necessary is to 
provide facilities for proper training to the large body of untrained 
personnel in industries. A small beginning has been made in in-service 
training but this has to be expanded considerably. It will be no 
exaggeration to say that the future of the country’s industries will 
largely depend upon our success in improving the quality of the 
personnel now employed in industries. 

The Council has already had under consideration a scheme for the 
development of facilities in applied arts and crafts. A conference of the 
principals of the art institutions in the country was recently held to 
consider the question further and it has made some important and far- 
reaching recommendations. One recommendation, which is somewhat 
novel and involves a departure from the present practice of the other 
bodies associated with the Council, deserves your special attention. The 
conference has recommended that after the Council has satisfied itself 



24 


The Selected Works of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 


about the standards of the institutions concerned, it should recognise 
the various examinations held by them for purposes of the national 
diplomas and certificates. If this principle of decentralisation, which, I 
may add, is in line with current practice in the United Kingdom, is 
accepted in other fields of technical education, I feel it will lead to a 
wider adoption of the Council’s schemes throughout the country and 
result in an all-round improvement of standards. 

You are aware that the Government of India make no grants to 
technical institutions until their case has been examined by the Council 
and its co-ordinating committee. The first programme for aid to 
institutions is almost complete and you may consider what further steps 
should now be taken. The last important issue to which I would draw 
your notice is the need of setting up an Assessment Board for the 
rcttignition of technical and professional qualifications for employment. 
There is today considerable confusion in regard to the recognition of 
the numerous qualifications and awards for purposes of employment in 
government service. Industries and commerce also depend largely on 
the Government for guidance in the matter of recognition of various 
qualifications. It is therefore necessary to set up suitable central 
machinery which will remove the prevailing confusion and place the 
recognition of qualifications on a proper basis. 

In conclusion, 1 would like to welcome the new members to the 
Council and express, on your behalf and on my own, our appreciation 
of the services of those whose membership has ceased. 



Document No. 5 

Maulana’s reply dated 16-2-1953 in the House of the 
People to the question asked by Sardar A.S. Sehgai 
regarding a quarterly report to be sent to the 
Ministry of Education about the institutions 
assisted by the Government of India 

Maulunu Azad: There is no particular necessity for issuing such 
instructions. Government of India has its own rules regarding those 
institutions to which it gives aid. According to one of these rules, they 
are to state how they have spent the money. 
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Joint replies by Maulana Azad and Shri K.D. Maiviya 
in the House of People dated 16‘2>1953 to the 
questions asked regarding the House of 
Raja Hand Kumar 

Shri A.C. Guha: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the residential house of 
the late Maharaja Nand Kumar of Kunjaghat, District Murshidabad, is 
in a very dilapidated condition; 

(b) if so, whether Government propose to declare this house as a 
protected monument; and 

(c) whether Government have made any estimate of the amount 
that may be necessary for its repairs? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Shri A.C. Guha: Is not the Government aware that the late 
Maharaja Nand Kumar occupies an important place in the history of 
India, and as such his house deserves protection? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and ScientiHc 
Research (Maulana Azad): The hon. Member will recall that this 
matter came up before the Government in 1948 and it was fully inquired 
into. The Archaeological Department was asked to report after inspecting 
the house in Murshidabad said to be belonging to Maharaja Nand 
Kumar. Its report indicates that the portion of the house now intact is 
not the same which was his house. His house, whatever it was, was 
destroyed in the earthquake of 1897. There is a portion in which some 
people are living, but there is no portion remaining which needs to be 
preserved or repaired. A new house, of course, can be built there, but 
it is not the intention of the Government to do so. It has been 
considered sufficient to put up a memorial tablet there bearing his 
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name and brief life story. Consequently that tablet has been put up and 
the Government of Bengal has expressed its satisfaction at this action. 

Shri A.C. Cuba: May I know if the Government has any intention 
of putting up a suitable memorial tablet in the place at Calcutta where 
he was hanged? 

Maulana Azad: No. There is no such proposal before the Government 
and Government do not consider it very necessary. 
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Oral answers to the questions raised in the House of 
People dated 18-3-1953 about the History of 
Freedom Movement 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh; Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether the (lovernment of India have set up a Board of editors 
under the Chairmanship of Dr. Syed Mahmud, M.P., to prepare a 
history of the freedom movement in India; 

(b) if so, the terms of reference to that Board; and 

(c) whether any time-limit has been fixed during which the work of 
the Board is to be completed? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Mulaviya): (a) Yes. 

(b) To compile a comprehensive History of Freedom Movement in 
India. 

(c) Ye.s, Sir. Three years. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know whether that history will be 
only an account of the freedom movement of India or it will also contain 
a picture of the awakening of the national comsciousness and other 
matters? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya; This history will be concerned with (he 
Freedom Movement of India. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May 1 know whether any other Committee 
was appointed before the appointment of this Committee, and if so, 
what work that Committee did and with what rc.sult? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azud): Earlier a Committee was set up to find out 
the sources from which such material could be collected. But its report 
was not of much help. It was then that this Committee was set up. 
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Reply to the spL questions of Dr. R. S. Singh: 

Maulana Azad: Yes. If the hon. Member so desires, it would be laid 
on the Table of the House. 

Shri N. Sreekantan Nair: May 1 know whether this history will 
include the contributions made by organized labour and the kisan 
movements in India? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: This history will cover all phases of the 
Freedom movement that culminated in the coming of independence to 
this country. 

Shri B.S. Murthy: May I know whether this history will contain the 
aspect of the agrarian revolution that has enhanced the working of the 
Freedom movement? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: All these are suggestions and are likely to be 
considered by the Cominitteee. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We cannot go into the chapter and verse. 

Shri Punnoose: May I know the members of this Board? 

Shri K.D, Malaviya: The composition of the Committee is as 
follows: 

Dr. Syed Mahmud - Chainnan. 

Acharya Narendra Dev, Vice-Chancellor of Benares Hindu 
University. 

Shri Balwantray G. Mehta, M.P. 

Dr. S.N, Sen, Delhi. 

Prof. Habib, Professor, Muslim University, Aligarh. 

Prof. KA. Nilakanta Sastri, Professor of Indology, Mysore University, 
Mysore. 

Shri D.V. Potdar, Poona. 

Dr. R.C. Majumdar, Calcutta. 

Shri S.N. Ghose, M.P., Member and Honorary Secretary. 

Shri P.T. Chacko: May 1 know whether this will include that part 
of the movement which took place in the native states? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I have just now answered the question. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Members need not ask for details as to 
what is going to be included. 
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Reply to the spl. question asked by S. Govind Das 

Maulana Azad: The Committee will decide it. But things as they 
are, it would be desirable to write this History first in English and then 
to translate it in other langauges of India. 

Shrimati A. Kale: May I know why no Maharashtrians have been 
included in the Committee in spite of the fact that Maharashtra has 
taken a substantial part in the political movement? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I presume Mr. Potdar is from Poona 

{Interruption). 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 1 ilnd much interest being 
evinced by hon. Members. 

Kumari Annie Mascarene: May 1 know whether there is any lady 
member on this Board? We also contributed to the Freedom movement. 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: There is no lady member on the Committee. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra: What efforts have been made by Government 
to collect information about the Freedom movement which was carried 
on in other countries? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: This history of Freedom movement will relate 
to our country only. 

Shri T.K. Chaudhuri: May I know if there is any arrangement for 
contacting leaders of old revolutionary movements such as the Anushilan, 
Jugantar, Ghadar and such other parties? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: All these questions will be considered by the 
Committee. 

ShriVeeraswamy: May I know whether the history of the Freedom 
movement will contain the activities of leaders who later on either 
joined other parties or founded new parties like, Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy 
Naicker, Leader of the Dravidian Federation? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Everything new will be included. 

Shri N.R.M. Swamy: May I know the estimated cost of this 
scheme? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: The estimated cost of this will be between 
Rs. four to five lakhs or may be less. 



Document No. 8 


Joint replies dated IS-S-IQSS, of Mauiana Azad and 
Shri K.D. Malaviya to the questions asked in 
the House of People 

SiNOHi AS Regional Language 

Shri Gidwani: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state whether Government have received any representations from 
Sindhis living in different States of India, that Sindhi Language should 
be recognised as the 15th Language in the Eighth Schedule to the 
Constitution of India? 

(b) Have Government received any representation from Sindhis 
living in Bombay State, that Sindhi Language should be recognised as 
the Regional Language of the Bombay State? 

(c) Have Government received representations that Sindhi l^ngnagp. 
in Devnagri Script should be taught in the Primary Schools to Sindhi 
Children, in all States where Sindhis have migrated from Pakistan? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientillc Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) and (b). Yes. Representations have bpen 
received to the effect that (i) Sindhi should be included in the list of 
languages contained in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India 
and (ii) a directive be issued by the President under article 347 of the 
Constitution for recognition of Sindhi as a regional language in certain 
States including Bombay. 

(c) In 1948 the Government of India had advised the State 
Governments to have Sindhi text-books for schools published m Devnagri 
script. This brought strong protests from Sindhi Associations in several 
places and the Government realised that since the Sindhis themselves 
were not of one mind on this question, it was difficult for the Government 
to impose its own decision on them. The Government was thus obliged 
to come to the decision that for the present provision should be made 
for text-books in both the script.s, leaving the choice to local guardians 
in each place to decide in what script they would like their children to 
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be taught. The Government hope that the responsible and representative 
Sindhi opinion will come to a common decision in this matter which the 
Government could adopt. 

Shri Gadgil^* Are Government aware that in most of the States 
where Sindhis have settled, Devnagri Script is used both for official and 
non-official purposes? 

Shri ICD. Malaviya: This question refers to the representations 
from Sindhis. They wanted Devnagri script. Later on, there was some 
opposition. 

Shri Gidwani: Will not two scripts retard the progress for futher 
education? If the text-books are in two scripts students going from one 
State to another will be handicapped regarding their further education. 

Maulana Azad: As has been made clear in the reply, this question 
came up before the Government in 1948 for the first time. Shri Jai Ram 
Das Daulatram, then, was a Minister in the Central Cabinet. I consulted 
him and after cobsultations we were of the opinion that it was advisable 
to adopt Devnagari script for Sindhi language for purposes of imparting 
education to the Sindhi children. It would have made their job easier 
because they would have learnt Hindi also side by side. Bui as soon as 
we took this decision and conveyed it to the State Governments, a storm 
of protest was raised by the Sindhis. To begin with, we received 
telegram after telegram and letter after letter; which was followed by 
the representations from the various Sindhi institutions of Bombay, 
Kathiawar and Rajasthan. They insisted that the decision of the 
Government was a wrong one, and as a result of it all the ancient Sindhi 
literature would go waste; further adding that it would create a barrier 
between the old and the new literatures. In view of these developments 
the Government had to give in and they decided to continue using both 
the scripts till the Sindhis themselves arrived at a unanimous decision 
in this matter. If the hon. Member has any interest in this matter, I 
would advise him to call a representative conference of the Sindhis and 
then to take some unanimous decision. 

Reply to the spl. question of Mr. R. Singh 

Maulana Azad: It is difficult to say. 

Further reply to the spl. question asked by Mr. Gidwani 

Maulana Azad: One of my friends said just now that the population 
of Sindhis in Bombay was five lakhs. 


1. Mr. Narhar Vishu Gadgil. 
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Pandit D,N.Tewary: Is il the policy of the Government to recognise 
more than one language as Regional language in all States? 

Mauiana Azad: The hon. Member is aware how the Constitution 
has dealt with issues such as this. If in a particular area a certain section 
of population speaks a particular language and is desirous of preserving 
it, the Government may consider it. 

Further reply to question asked by Mr. Singh. ^ 

Mauiana Azad: It is Arabic or Urdu whatever you may call it. 
Shri C. Bhatt: 1 have got a number of questions to ask. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: But the hon. Member did not rise. I have 
now called upon the Minister to answer the next question. 

Shri C. Bhatt: I was not lucky enough to catch your eye. 


1. Mr. Raghunaih Singh 



Document No. 9 


Replies dated 18-3-1953 of Maulana Azad and his 
Parliamentary Secretary to the questions asked 
in the House of People regarding the guiding 
Principle in the matter of giving grants to 
the Post-graduate Departments of 
Universities 

SbrI V.P. Nayan (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
intimate what are the guiding principles in the matter of giving grants 
to the post-graduate departments of universities? 

(b) Have Government drawn up priorities in the matter of eligibility 
of grants to post-graduate departments of universities, and if so, what 
are the priorities? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and ScientiHc Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) A statement is laid on the Table of the 
House. [See Appendix VI, annexure No. 1(b)]. 

(b) No priorities have been drawn up. 

Shri V.P. Nayar. May 1 know how these principles have been laid 
down, by whom they were laid down and also, if they were laid down by 
a Committee of experts, who constitute that committee? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: The Government ultimately are responsible 
for all the things mentioned by the hon. Member. 

Shri V.P. Nayan That is not what I wanted to know. 1 wanted to 
know whether these rules have been framed by a Committee of experts. 

Shri KD. Malaviya: The rules have been framed by the Government 
of India. But, there is the All India Council for Technical Education, 
and Central Advisory Board of Education which advises the Government 
on all matters and makes recommendations. 

Shri V.P. Nayar: May I know whether there has been any request 
from the Travancore University for grant of money for post-graduate 
research? 
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The Minister of Education and Natural Resouces and ScientiHc 
Research (Maulana Azad): So far as I remember no such request has 
been received by us. 

Shri V.P. Nayan May I know whether m the matter of giving 
priorities, grants for post-graduate studies in technical and technological 
subjects will be preferred to other subjects? 

Maulana Azad: Scientific and technical subjects. 
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Joint replies dated 18-3-1954 by Maulana Azad and 
Shri K.O. Malaviya in the House of People to the 
questions asked about the Basic Education 

Shri S.N. Das: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to stale: 

(a) what were the important recommendations of the Committee 
on the productive aspect of Basic Education; 

(b) which of these recommendations have been given effect to; and 

(c) whether the implementation of these recommendations has led 
to any improvement in the direction of useful production? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) A statement is laid on the Table of the 
House. {See Appendbc VI, annexure No. 2. 

(b) The report of the Committee, together with the observations 
on it made by the Central Advisory Board of Education, at their 19th 
meeting in March 1952 has been communicated to all State Governments 
for necessary action. 

(c) The implementation of the new approach suggested will require 
several years and it is not possible so soon to offer any opinion on its 
results. 

Shri S.N. Das: May I know whether the report of this committee 
has been published and is available in the Library or was supplied to the 
various State Governments? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: It was not laid on the Table of the House. 

Shri S.N. Das: May I know whether the Central Advisory Board of 
Education has considered the recommendations of this committee, and 
if so, what is their decision? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Yes, Sir. The Board considered the 
recommendations and expressed the view that the clement of craft 
work in basic education is of such educational importance and value 
that even if no economic considerations were involved, it is necessary 
to replace ordinary primary education by basic education, in a planned 
way. 
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Shri S.N. Das: With regard to part 2, item 1, it has been stated that 
the Committee has suggested a proper integration of post-basic education 
with secondary and university education. I would like to know whether 
the Secondary Education Commission has been asked to consider this 
point also. 

Shii K.D. Malaviya: All these questions will be considered by the 
Secondary Education Commission. 

Shri T.N. Singh: Is it a fact that the Government have made certain 
grants for basic primary schools to various States, and may I know 
whether the States have been able to avail of these grants? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: This question refers to the aid that is to be 
given for post-graduate studies and researches. 

An Hon. Member: No, this is the next one. This refers to basic 
education. 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I am sorry. Sir, you have rightly corrected me. 
But it is beside the point. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Would the hon. Member repeat his question? 

Further reply to question asked by Mr. T.N. Singh 

Maulana Azad: An amount has been earmarked for this purpose 
in the Five-Year Plan. It would be allotted to the different States 
provided they are prepared to make their contributions. 

Reply to the spl, question of Mr. T.N. Singh 

Maulana Azad: The Government are of the opinion that there is no 
reason for drawing any such conclusion. What we have provided is that 
any State which is prepared to subscribe seventy per cent, of the total 
amount would receive the remaining thirty per cent, from the Central 
Government. And 1 think this is a fair allocation. 

Shrimati Khongmen: May I know, Sir, how many basic schools 
have so far reached a self-supporting stale? 

Shri ICD. Malaviya: Basic School training is still in a very preliminary 
stage. Sir. 

Reply to the question raised by Mr. Jhunjhunwala 

Maulana Azad: A Conference has been convened on 18th April. 
The matter would be discussed with the State Ministers. After that we 
would be able to know which of the States are willing to accept it for the 
present. 
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Written answers dated IS-S-IQSS, of Maulana Azad in 
the House of Peopie to the questions asked about 
the Grants to States for Deveiopment of 
Educationai Institutions 

Cb. Raghubir Singb: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that grants are given to State Governments 
for the establishment and development of various educational institutions? 
(b) What is the basis of selecting these institutions for grants? 
The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) Under the Five-Year Educational 
Development Plan, Government of India have given grants to the 
States for certain schemes of Basic and Social Education schemes of 
Basic and Social Education, a part of which will be utilized by the Slates 
for development of educational institutions. The question of giving 
financial assistance to Universities and other institutions of higher 
education for advanced studies and research in non-Scientific and non- 
Technical subjects is under consideration. 

(b) The general basis of selection is that the institutions must come 
Mthm the pattern of the schemes formulated under the Five Year Plan 
of Educational Development. In the case of Universities etc. care is 
taken to see that they are competent to undertake the type of advanced 
work for which grant is solicited. 
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Maulana Azad’s answers dated 18-3’1953 in the House 
of People to the questions asked in connection with 
the Department of Education in Indian Embassy, 
Washington 

Shri H.N. Mukeijee: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state whether there is a Department of Education attached to our 
Embassy in Washington? 

(b) If so, what arc its functions and the amount of money spent by 
it up-to-date? 

Hie Minister of Education and Naturai Resources and Scientitlc 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) Yes. 

(b) The Education Department looks after the educational facilities 
and the welfare arrangements of Indian students in the Western 
hemisphere, and helps to foster cultural relations between India and 
theU.SA 

The Department was set up in 1945. The total amount of expenditure 
spent on the Department year-wise is given below: 


1945- 46 Rs. 1,18,980 

1946- 47 Rs. 2,27,280 

1947- 48 Rs. 3,86,821 

1948- 49 Rs. 4,66,351 

1949- 50 Rs. 5,64,064 

1950- 51 Rs. 4,60,908 

1951- 52 Rs. 3,85,240 

1952- 53 Rs. 3,28,619 


(Upto 31st 

January, 1953) 

Rs. 29,38,263 
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Answers, dated 18-3-1953, of Maulana Azad to the 
questions asked in the House of the Peopie 


Scholarships to Indian Students studying Abroad 

Shri Viswanath Reddy: (a) Will the Minister of Education be 
pleased to refer to the reply to starred question No. 418 asked on the 
2nd March, 1953 and slate what is the method of selection of these 
scholars for overseas scholarships? 

(b) How many of these scholarships, if any, are reserved for the 
Backward Classes? 

(c) Do Government have any plan to absorb these scholars in 
suitable positions so that full advantage of their training abroad is 
taken? 

(d) If so, what are the principal features of that plan? 

The Minister of Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad): (a) Selection for each category of scholarship 
is made by a duly constituted Selection Board appointed by the 
Government of India. 

(b) None, but if two candidates possessing equal qualifications are 
available, preference is given to a candidate belonging to the Backward 
C;iasses. 

(c) and (d) Except for the Central Slate Scholarship Scheme, 
scholtrships are generally awarded only to persons for whom employment 
on return is guaranteed by the authorities sponsoring them. Under the 
Central State Scholarship Scheme, one scholarship is awarded each 
year to the most meritorious candidate from Part ‘C and ‘D’ States, 
without any guarantee of employment or obligation to serve. 
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Joint Replies by Maulana Azad and Shri K.D. Malaviya 
in the House of People dated 18-3-1953 to the 
questions asked in connection with the 
Central Leather Research Institute, 

Guindy 

Shri Jasani: (u) Will the Minister of Natural Resources and 
Scientiiic Research be pleased to slate what was the total cost of the 
construction of the Central Leather Research Institute at Guindy? 

(b) What are the functions of this institute? 

(c) What is the progress of work so far done by this institute? 
The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 

(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) The anticipated cost of construction and 
equipment of the Institute is Rs. 35 lakhs. 

(b) and (c) A statement giving the required information is laid on 
the Table of the House. [See Appendix VI, annexure No. 1 (a).] 

Shri Jasani: Is there any Committee appointed to supervise the 
work of this Institute? How is it constituted? Who are the personnel? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: There was a committee which was appointed 
by C.S.I.R. Mr. Das was the Chairman- to initiate and it recommended 
the establishment of the Research institute. The other Members were 
Messrs. K. Seshachalam Chaudhuri, G.M. Mausari, P.T. Quy and B.C. 
Guha. Subsequently another local Planning Committee was formed. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Generally speaking a local Committee is 
set up for every research institute which is established by the Council. 
In this case also a Committee has been set up. 

Reply to the spl. question asked by Mr. Jasani 

Maulana Azad: Though appointed by us, these are local Committees. 

Shri S.C. Samanta: May I know whether any bulletin is published 
to show the progress of work there and whether any research publications 
have already been made available? 
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Shri K.D. Malaviya: The programme is to publish technical 
bulletins and other magazines which will disseminate information 
regarding the Institute. 

Shri M.S. Gurupadaswamy: May 1 know whether any foreign 
expert is employed for doing work in this Institute? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: No, Sir. 
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An Oral reply of Maulana Azad In the House of People 
dated 19*3-1953 to a question asked by Shri K.C. 

Sodhia regarding the establishment of any Sait 
Research Station 

Shri K.C. Sodhia: Has any Salt Research Station been established 
this year? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and ScientiHc 
Research (Maulana Azad): This question relates to Natural Resources 
and Scientific Research. A Salt Research Institute is being opened in 
Kathiawar, but it has not yet been completed. 
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Mauiana Azad’s speech dated 20-3-1953, delivered in 
the House of People in connection with the 
Demands for Grants 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientilk 
Research (Mauiana Azad): Sir, whenever there was any debate on the 
Budget in these past five years, the Members of the House adopted a 
special attitude. They fell that the matter of education was an important 
one, and so a debate should definitely be held. The most glaring thing 
that would come up before them was that there was countrywide 
illiteracy, literacy being not more than twenty per cent., and the 
dissemination of education, as such, should be maximum and speedy. 
This was the reason why the necessity was felt for revising the item on 
education every year. But nobody understood the necessity to consider 
the provision for a speedy dissemination of education in the country. 
This had fallen to my lot to repeat the difficulties of the Government 
every year, and 1 would .say that the (Jovernment had not slackened as 
the schemes were there. But unle.ss we had the provision for this, we 
could not proceed lorward in this direction. And now 1 am glad to .see 
that my colleagues did not adopt that very attit ude this year. May be, the 
appeal made by me to them la.sl year bore the fruit. And this is what 1 
conclude from yesterday’s proceedings. 1 had, in fact, drawn their 
attention to the fact that they should not be so illogical in this matter. 

Some of my colleagues, however, pointed to certain things yc.sterday 
during the debate, and 1 shall .say in brief something regarding those. 

It was brought t(' our attention that the Central Ciovernment was 
responsible for education although that was a. State subject, and that the 
Central Government could not he free from this responsibility by 
saying that education was a Stale subject. Quite correct! I fully agree 
with what has been said. It is clear that the (Jovernment would not have 
taken any steps in the past five years for the dissemination of education 
if it did not agree with this view. Y ou will certainly be in the know of the 
fact that when 1 took over the portfolio of education, 1 appointed the 
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Kher Committee for investigation into basic education. The function of 
that Committee was to make a full survey of basic education and to 
suggest the ways and means for making this basic education universal 
and compulsory within the shortest period. And you know that the 
Committee functioned with full speed and submitted a report after a 
year. It is evident that there would have been much progress in the 
dissemination of education during the four years had not the Hnancial 
difficulties hurdled our way. As you know the Kher Commitiec 
recommended that there should be countrywide basic education in a 
span of 17 years, junior basic education in ten years and therein they 
also fixed a period of seven years for Senior basic education. They 
proposed that 30 per cent expenses should be borne by the Central 
Government and 70 per cnel. by the State Governments. The main 
obstacle in our way was that finances could not be arranged by us. Could 
the arrangemnts be made, the Central Government would have started 
with a contribution of 2 crores which would swell to 25 crores in 17 
years’ time. The State Governments in this case would have to contribute 
more than an arab of rupees in this direction. As the money could not 
be arranged, the schemes could not be furthered. I would, therefore, 
like to convince my colleagues that the Central Government are not 
ignorant of these developments and that they fully understand this 
responsibility of theirs. Evident as it is, schemes can then only be given 
a practical shape when there are finances. Such questions, however, as 
mentioned by some colleagues that teachers are getting very low pays, 
concern the State Governments, and it is quite correct that those should 
be taken up by them, but so far as the Central (jovernment arc 
concerend, not even a day’s delay has been made in considering such 
questions. You are aware that in 1948 the Central Government sanctioned 
for Delhi and Ajmer that very scale of salary which was recommended 
by the Pay Commission and which is not paid in any province at present. 
But such a case does not concern State Governments; and we can do 
nothing in this respect. Some friends said that ihc Central Governmenl 
be given the directions. Well, we cannot give directions: Conslilulion 
does not allow us to do so. Yes, we make a suggestion and here we are 
suggesting. Some Governments have, no doubt, paid their attention to 
it. I congratulate the Punjab Government for the consideration they 
gave to the genuine question. The question was as to what should be the 
minimum salary in the present circumstances, and not the salary that 
should be given to the teachers. Considering the present circumstances 
some minimum limit of the salary should be fixed for a teacher, patwari 
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or a constable. I would like to congratulate the Punjab Government for 
the valuable step taken by them while presenting their this year’s 
budget, and also for the arrangements they made for Punjab by fixing 
for future the minimum salary at no less than Rs. 77 per month which 
includes dearness allowance etc., besides the basic pay. This has, 
however, been a very good step, but it is apparent that it concerns the 
State Governments and we have been of no help to them. 

Likewise, attention has been drawn to the commitments in the 
Constitution that basic education shall be made common and compulsory 
in ten years’ time throughout the country. 

What has been done about it? Do you know that no step has been 
taken so far in this direction which would make us hope that this work 
would be completed in 10 years’ time? But it is apparent that difficulties 
stand in our way and unless those difficulties are over, nothing can be 
done. I would like to make it clear to you that unless the Central 
Government curtail the expenditure incurred on defence, no more 
provision can be made for education; and to tell you the truth the 
expenditure on defence carries away half the amount of budget. 
Nothing can be said when such time comes, but 1 may assure you that 
the Central Government is duty-bound and cannot do otherwise. Even 
in these circumstances we have to see where our steps will carry us. Y ou 
might be remembering that last year 1 drew your attention to the fact 
that the Planning Commission was considering the amount to be spent 
on education. I also told you that at least 10 crores of rupees should be 
apportioned annually to the item of education, and I made efforts for 
it. You are aware that the scheme was started in 1950. About two and 
a half years have elapsed and about three years are practically left; we 
have to complete the scheme within these three years now. I am happy 
that we have apportioned 10 crores annually. These 10 crores per year 
mean 25 crores collectively for the three years to come. This is quite 
apparent that we arc not in a position to spend 10 crores of rupees from 
the very first day as we have to lay new foundations, erect new 
superstructures, and gradually as the superstructure goes up the expenses 
will multiply. We are taking these steps from the next year and do hope 
to further the scheme then so that it comes up to the mark in the third 
year. Whatever has been planned in its respect is known to you. It has 
been attempted to go forward with all the three sections of education, 
VI2., basic, secondary and university education; and we shall give all the 
possible help we can. 



Documents 


47 


You are aware that our Constitution has entrusted the responsibility 
of University education to the Central Government also, because it says 
that Central Government should be a party to the maintenance of 
standard and co-ordination of the University education. Today we hear 
people say that University education has deteriorated and the standard 
is coming down day by day. They say that some steps should be taken 
lest the whole structure of education should succumb. Quite fine; but 
how to do it? Do you know when 1 told you last year that the 
Government wanted to present a Bill before the House? The Government 
considered the matter, and arrived at the conclusion that nothing would 
come out of the attention paid by the Universities only or the State 
Governments unless an agency would come into being which would 
remove the drawbacks of University education, bring in new reforms, 
and implement new schemes. The report of the University Educa- 
tion Commission is out. Three years have elapsed. Most of the 
recommendations made in that report concern the Universities and the 
State Governments, but nothing has come out so far. The Central 
Government drew the attention of the Universities and the State 
Governments but nothing came out in practice. We, in fact, intended to 
make an agency for the purpose. If at all we wanted to get it implemented, 
the Government could have their hand in it because the Constitution 
provides them the opportunity of maintaining the standard and co- 
ordination, but we never liked the idea. We thought it proper that an 
independent agency be made so that there would be no direct hand of 
the Government of India in it; the recognised representatives of 
education in this country, the representatives of the Universities be 
asked to be the members of the agency and the Parliament would 
empower them to work under some conditions till the work would be 
over. The Bill was, however, formulated, and was sent to the Universities 
and the State Governments. You must have seen in the papers that 
there was a lot of opposition against the Bill. 1 do not want to go in detail 
at the moment. We are calling a conference of Vice-Chancellors of the 
Universities and Education Ministers of the States on 18th April, and 
are going to debate on this matter. We shall arrive at some decision 
after fiiU discussions therein. We have, however, felt that the discrepancies 
and drawbacks of these Universities and education therein cannot go 
off unless an agency to look after education come$ into being. This is 
about the steps taken by the Government regarding the university 
education. 

You are aware that we took on loan a certain .-mount of wheat from 
America and it was decided that the sum that would accumulate by vvav 
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of interest on that amount would be spent on the Indian Universities. 
This amount has, however, gone upto two and a half crores of rupees; 
and since that will be in shape of dollars, that cannot be spent on 
education because this problem can only be solved with Indian rupee. 
This amount can, in fact, help us in purchasing books and apparatus for 
research institutes etc. Apparent as it is, we need these badly for the 
Universities. Progress of the varsities has slopped for the last ten years 
since the days of war; and it is intended to give away the amount of four 
and a half crores to the Indian Universities. Talks are going on about 
it at present. But even apart from all that we have apportioned different 
sums in this respect in our Five Year Plan. These sums will be given for 
basic education and to Universities. Besides these we have Community 
Projects which include education also. We have made plans for creating 
a complete model which will include basic school, junior, senior and 
secondary schools and a Janata College. These days we are in 
correspondence with them and want that a rural university be established 
in accordance with the recommendations of the University Commission. 
What will the shape of that University be and what type that will be are 
the things under consideration. We, however, hope to have full discussions 
on it in the Conference scheduled on 18th April. So this amount of 34 
crores has been left apart and shall be spent in the three years to come. 
We are happy that we have gained speed in our progress in this 
direction. 

I want to say some words about the Scheduled Caste Scholarships 
as well. Yesterday some friends of mine here made a mention of these 
and drew the attention of the Government to the fact that some more 
steps need be taken in this direction. You are aware that at the time 
when the National Government took over the charge of the Central 
Government, there was a provision of not more than three lakhs of 
rupees for the education and scholarships of the Scheduled Castes. 
That period was over in two years, but no deputation came to me nor 
did anybody approach me for the increment in the amount. We 
ourselves felt it as our duty to increase that amount of three lakhs. 
There was not a single penny sanctioned till then for Scheduled Tribes. 
So this item, too, was added. A sum of fifty thousand rupees was 
reserved as token grant for carrying on an experiment in this direction. 
We made an observation and came to the conclusion that we were 
crowned with success, and we had, therefore, to increase the amount. 
This sanctioned amount of three lakhs gradually increased to 40 lakhs 
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in these three years. Clarifying the question raised by Mr. Bhoj‘ 
Maulana Azad: No, excuse me. You see that the amount went on 
increasing from 3 lakhs to 40 lakhs of rupees. Howsoever fast the 
figures of census move upwards, there cannot be anything otherwise. 
Apparent as it is. Government are not ignorant about it and are 
fulfilling their duties. The fact remains that all of us feel in our hearts 
that for centuries the society has sinned by being so very unkind and 
unjust to these backward brethren of ours; and now it is the bounden 
duty of our society to atone for what it has done to them by uplifting 
these down-trodden brethren as soon as it can be. 

Shri P.N. Rajabhoj: Excuse me for one minute. 1 would like to ask 
a question. 

Maulana Azad: My friend drew our attention to the fact that Delhi 
University did not grant exemption of fees. Apparent as it is, the 
question of exemption of fees does not arise in the education of 
Universities, be it of Delhi or of any other place. But, however, the 
Government have it in view and are considering the exemption of fees 
in Universities. 

Now, I want to say a few words about the cut motions moved here. 
No debate was held, in fact, regarding those but I want to make it clear 
to you what actually was behind those cut motions. 

There was a cut motion that the expenses on the establishment of 
the Education Ministry were very much. I do not know what actually the 
mover of the motion thought about the expenses incurred by the 
Governments on the management, nor do 1 know what he thought 
about the proportion between the expenses made by different State 
Governments and the different branches of the Central Government. 
I would like to convince you that the Ministry of Education maintains 
the least possible staff and can assure you with full responsibility that 
the burden shouldered by the Ministry of Education is more than its 
might. In 1949 the expenditure of the Ministry on the maintenance of 
the staff was not more than three crores and now when work has spread 
very much and the expenditure is seven to eight crores there has not 
been a proportionate increment in the staff. 1 would make it clear that 
today we need more staff for efficiency of work and lowering the 
strength of the staff, therefore, is out of the question. If you look at the 
expenses of the Ministry of Education, you will find that we are not 


1. Mr. P.N. Rajbhoj, the then Member of Parliament from Sholapur (Bombay State). 
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spending more than 2 or 2.7 per cent., and you should know that the 
governments outside India are spending more comparatively. Those 
governments are spending four to seven per cent, on their establishments. 
In comparison to theirs our expenditure of 2.7 per cent, is the least 
amount incurred on the establishment. If you observe it keenly you will 
find it as the least expenditure inciirred on the establishment. I wonder 
that such a point should have been made an issue for a cut motion. 

Another cut motion drew our attention to this thing that the 
candidates who passed the Commerce and Diploma Course in 1948 
were not given the diplomas. I don’t know if the movers of the siad cut 
motion took at all the trouble of seeing the ruling given by the All India 
Coundl of Technical Education. Had they only studied their proceedings, 
there would not have been any necessity to table this cut motion. This 
All India Council gave a new ruling that passing their own course would 
not suffice for the students and they would not be entitled to get the 
diploma unless they got practical education through an apprenticeship 
for a year at least in some recognised concern. 1 was informed that there 
were ten students in 1948, out of whom only four had the practical 
experience and were given the diploma. Nothing has been said about 
the remaining six; and only if they had one year’s experience they would 
have got the diploma, not otherwise. So I understand that moving a cut 
motion that the students who completed their course in 1948 did not get 
any diploma is improper and out of place. 

Attention has also been drawn to the fact that the Archaeological 
Department does not look after the ancient relics in Karnatak and some 
other places. I do not know the basis of it. You know that the 
Archaeological Department of the Central Government takes into 
consideration for maintenance those buildings and sites only which are 
thought of national importance by the Parliament. An Act has also been 
passed for these under which many monuments have been taken over 
by us. About 515 monuments of Karnataka, seven archaeological places 
of Malabar and 515 monumental places of Maharashtra have been 
taken over by the Archaeological Department of the Central Government. 
We have not closed our doors as yet, but are prepared to accommodate 
as many places as are thought of national importance. Besides, States 
Governments have their own archaeological departments and the 
monumental places there are looked after by them. All these places 
taken over are looked after properly and lakhs of rupees are incurred 
as expenses on their maintenance. 

Some friends drew our attention to the fact that the Central 
Government should make more efforts for propagating Hindi language. 
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They know that the Central Government have started full efforts in this 
direction since the Constitution was passed wherein it was decided to 
have Hindi as the Official and National language of India. Also, a 
special section in the Ministry of Education has been deputed for this 
pupose, and its function is to see how Hindi can be propagated amongst 
the non-Hindi speaking areas, and how the difficulties be removed. 
This special section for the purpose of finding out ways and means has 
on role responsible officers who are busy with the work for all the 
twenty-four hours. Besides, the Ministry felt that two things were of the 
utmost importance regarding the propagation of Hindi. Firstly, coining 
scientific and technical terms - without which neither the problem 
could be solved nor would the avenues of progress open and in the 
sphere of education a board has been set up since for this work which 
is functioning speedily. 

Secondly, as I have already told you, ways and means are to be 
found out for propagating Hindi in the provinces where the mother 
language is not Hindi. The Central Government are, however, making 
efforts for this in a very speedy way. You should also know that 14 lakhs 
of rupees have been kept apart for this purpose and the amount will be 
spent in the three years to come. Besides this, efforts have also been 
made to make arrangements for imparting education to the employees 
of the Government of India who are in junior service. A special school 
has been opened for them, where their number is increasing day by day. 
This also was felt that steps should be taken for the propagation of the 
languages of our South Indian brethren so that they do not feel that 
Hindi is pressed upon them while their languages are ignored. I 
understand they are justified to some extent if they think in that light. 
North Indian people with Hindi as their mother language should take 
interest in the languages of the South, and also in Bangla and Marathi. 
We have, however, approved the resolution that the students who read 
in the four Central varsities and have Hindi as their mother language 
shall also be imparted education in the South Indian languages, their 
State languages and in Marathi, Bangla and Gujrati, besides, and shall 
take proficiency examination in any of those languages, and shall also 
get scholarships. Such a procedure has so far started in the four Central 
Universities only, but we want this procedure to start in other Universities 
of the country. We have nevertheless, drawn their attention to this side 
and told them to introduce such scholarships so that the South Indiw 
languages also have an opportunity to grow as much as they possibly 
can. 
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I shall not take much time of the House, but would like to bring 
home to you that we are passing through critical times. The most critical 
time for a nation is when it starts its life anew. We are actually passing 
through that very stage. On one hand we want to have arrangements 
made for education, health and other welfare subjects, and on the other 
hand we say that our income is static. Both the things cannot go side by 
side. Income is the problem; and unless some constructive things are 
done, there cannot be any source of income. And if expenditure is 
incurred on other things wherefrom will the money come for education 
and health. Actually speaking we are confronted with a dilemma, which 
we shall have to come over somehow or other. I would like to tell you 
convincingly that we are not lagging behind in the race of time. We are 
moving onwards. 

Further part of the speech after asking a question by Mr. P.N. 
Rajbhoj 

Maulana Azad: Sir, the Government are not concerned with the 
foreign scholarships. The board set up by the Government comprises 
the representatives of Scheduled Castes. The board decided that it 
would be in our interests to give ten or twelve scholarships in India 
instead of spending huge amounts on education in foreign countries. 
Three years have passed since and the thing has come up before the 
Government, and the Government have pul it up before this board. 
They are considering this and it is hoped that a decision will be made 
by them very soon. 

It is evident that this Government are not concerned with such 
problems in Kashmir, but we shall, however, draw the attention of 
Kashmir Government towards these so that they do their best in this 
direction. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I shall now put to the House all the cut 
motions that have been moved. 

The cut motions were negatived. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The question is: 

“That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts 
shown to the third column of the Order Paper in respect of 
Demands Nos. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 115 be granted to the 
President to complete the sums necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of the 
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corresponding heads of Demands entered in the second 
column thereof.” 

The motion was adopted. 

[The motions for Demands for Grants which were adopted by the 
House are reproduced below.- Ed. of P.P.] 

Demand No. 17 — MiNiyi RY oh Education 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 30,41,000 be granted tot he 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of 
‘Ministry of Education’.” 

Demand No. 18— Archaeology 

“That a sum not exceeding- Rs. 40,59,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of 
‘Archaeology’.” 

Demand No. 19 — Other Scientific Departments 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,75,83,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of ‘Other 
Scientific Departments’.” 

Demand No. 20 — Education 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,47,39,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of 
‘Education’.” 
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Demand No. 21— Misceuaneous Departments and 
Expenditure under the Ministry of Education 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 27,71,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of 
‘Miscellaneous Departments and Expenditure under the 
Ministry of Education’.” 

Demand No. 115 — Capital outlay of the Ministry 
OF education 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,50,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the 
charges which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1954, in respect of 
‘Capital Outlay of the Ministry of Education’.” 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We will now proceed with the Demands for 
Grants relating to the Ministry of Labour. 
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Extract of reply dated 2-4-1953 by Maulana Azad to 
the question asked in the House of People in 
connection with the National Language Hindi 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientiflc 
Research (Maulana Azad): According to our information, this has 
been kept in view by the Board ever since it started work. The 
Government of India themselves have drawn the attention of all the 
State Governments and of the various Central Government Ministries 
to this. Accordingly, whatever work had been done already by the 
various Ministries has been made over by them to the Board. Some 
material has also been received from the States and the Board has 
considered the same. I am afraid the hon. Member does not fully 
appreciate the difficulties of this task. He thinks it is like the work 
involved in the preparation of general dictionaries. This is quite a 
different type of work. For the first time we are going to coin scientific 
and technical terms in Hindi. We have really to establish a new mind 
and to strike new coins. This is not the k'md of work that could be 
hurried through. Hurry in this case would spoil the whole game. 1 can 
of course say with confidence that the Board is working at full speed. 
The first volume on Chemistry and Physics has already been prepared. 
Only ten or twelve days back I passed an order that it should be sent to 
press. It will be got printed and published so that everybody in the 
country might have an opportunity of seeing it and of making his 
comments. 
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Views Expressed on the Death of Shri Asaf AH' 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Sir, it has fallen to my lot to announce a 
very sad news in this House. Shri Asaf Ali breathed his last in Berne at 
mid-night yesterday. The information that we have received till now is 
not a detailed one but so much is known that he died of heart failure. 

This sad incident has deprived us of many good things, but the first 
thing that strikes me is that we have lost a brave comrade who fought 
with us shoulder to shoulder in the battle for independence. In 1920 
when the non-co-operation movement was launched Shri Asaf Ali was 
practising at the Bar in Delhi. He left his practice, joined the movement 
and after that courted imprisonment a number of times. Wherever the 
movement was started he always came to the front. When in 1924 the 
Swaraj Party was formed and the Congress decided to enter the 
le^slatures, he also was elected to the Central Legislative Assembly. 
There might be some of us here who may remember the meritorious 
work that he did in the old Legislative Assembly. He was the Secretary 
of the Congress Party, then he was elected its Deputy Leader. When in 
1942 after the Bombay Session of the All India Congress Committee all 
of us were arrested he was also put behind bars because he was a 
member of the Congress Working Committee. Thus in Ahmadnagar 
Fort we lived together for three years. Afterwards when the First 
National Government was formed he was selected to be a member of 
the Cabinet by virtue of his holding the portfolio of the Minister of 
Railways. Then we decided to send him to Washington and there he 
discharged his duties most admirably. Afterwards he became the 
Governor of Orissa and now he was posted at Berne. This was just a 
sketch of his public life. But as a human being also he was possessed of 
many good qualities of heart and soul, which will long be cherished by 
his friends. I hope that this H ouse will express its sense of deepest regret 
on this sad incident. 


1. April 2, 1953. 
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Joint Answers dated 8-4-1953, of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.D. Malaviya to questions asked in the House 
of People 


Survey of Men of Leiters 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi: (a) will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state whether any survey has been made in the country, of various 
men of letters, authors and the like, in the Rashtra Bhasha? 

(b) Is it a fact that the work of compilation of a suitable dictionary, 
terminology and preparation of various documents and papers of 
Government in the Rashtra Bhasha, is being delayed for lack of hands? 

(c) Is there any proposal or plan under consideration to utilise the 
services of such men? 

The Deputy Ministry of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. The work of the preparation of dictionaries in Hindi of 
Scientific Terms relating to various sciences has already been started 
under the guidance and superviaon of the Board of Scientific Terminology 
and its ten Expert Committees on Physics, Botany, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Social Sciences etc. The Hindi Section under the Ministry 
of Education is also helping the various Central Government Departments 
in finding suitable Hindi equivalents for such technical or other terms 
as are referred to that Section. 

(c) No, Sir. The compilation of dictionaries or preparation of 
technical terms requires the services of scientists, philologists and 
translators who are already being utilised for the purpose. 

Ilie Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): The only proper way to tackle this job was 
through the constitution of a Board of Experts which was to prepare a 
dictionary after full deliberations, which could then be published so as 
to provide all great scholars with an opportunity of perusing it and 
forming their opinions. The opinions of all these people were then to be 
received by the Board which was to make whatever changes it deemed 
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necessary in the light thereof. The work is proceeding on just those 
lines. As I just stated a portion of the work has already been done and 
sent to press for printing. 

Shri Meghnad Saha: Has the Ministry engaged Miole-time workers 
for this purpose or only honorary workers? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Whole-time workers are also engaged for this 
purpose. 

Maulana Azad: Madhya Pradesh had also been written to and we 
hope that they would also adopt the same means as the other States 
have done. 

Shri T*S A. Chettiar: May I know whether Government have not 
agreed that the international terminology should be accepted so far as 
scientific terms are concerned? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: As far as possible, the underlying concept is 
that international terminology for science words should be accepted. 

Maulana Azad: Let me make this a little more clear. The matter 
had been referred to the Central Advisory Board of Education, who 
decided that we should, as far as possible, adopt the international 
terminology. This does not mean, however, that the task before the 
Board has been lightened and all that it has to do now is to reduce the 
international terms into the Devanagari script. It has to and must coin 
hundreds of Hindi terms. As is known, every science employs a number 
of words which are spoken commonly, but which become ‘terms' when 
adopted by a special science. For instance, ‘action’ and ‘reaction’ are 
words commonly used in English but they are specific terms in Chem- 
istry. Now, it would be wrong to accept ‘action’ and ‘reaction’ in Hindi. 
We cannot adopt common English words in Hindi. For words of that 
kind we would have to coin terms in Hindi. ‘Action’ and ‘reaction’ are 
common words of the English language; they are not international 
terms. But when we are confronted with the word ‘oxygen’ we have to 
admit that here is an international term and that we should adopt it in 
Hindi without any modification. It is on these lines that the Board is 
working. They have coined hundreds of terms in Hindi and also 
selected a number of international terms. 

Shri T.N. Singh: Are Government aware of the fact that by various 
Provinces as well as by various associations the same type of work is 
being done, and may I know whether they have ever thought of co- 
ordinating these efforts? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Yes, Sir, It is so. 
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Replies dated, 8-4-1953, of Dr. Katju' and Maulana Azad 
in the House of the People to questions asked 
regarding the Education Experts Committee 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Will the Minister of States be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the terms of reference of the Education Experts Committee 
which has been appointed to enquire into the affairs of the Osmania 
University; and 

(b) whether it will be open to the committee to elicit public opinion 
on all points including the proposal to transfer the University to Central 
control? 

The Minister of Home Affairs and States (Dr. Ka(ju): (a) A copy 
of the Resolution setting up the Committee, which contains the terms 
of reference, is placed on the Table of the House. [See Appendix VIII, 
annexure No. 36.] 

(b) No. 

Shri Raghuramaiah: May I draw the attention of the hon. Minister 
to the first line in the Resolution that “The Government of India in 
consultation with the Government of Hyderabad decided to reconstitute 

the Osmania University as a Central Institution ”. I recollect, last 

time when this subject came up and answer was given by the hon. 
Deputy Minister for Education (Some Hon. Members: This is a speech) 
that as fmal and irrevocable decision has not yet been taken. I would like 
to know how these two statements can be reconciled.... 

Shri P.T. Chacko: On a point of order, Sir, I want to know whether 
the answer given was to question No. 1232. 

Dr. Kadu: Yes. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: What is the point of order? 


1. Dr. K.N. Kaiju. 
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Shri Raghuramaiah: I was labouring to point out a certain 
inconsistency in the answers. Last time, in reply to a question whether 
an irrevocable and final decision has been taken on the Centre’s taking 
over the Osmania University, the answer was, that no such decision was 
taken, and that the decision would be taken after the committee’s 
recommendations are received. 1 find here, “The Government of India 
in consultation with the Government of Hyderabad decided to reconstitute 
the Osmania University as a Central Institution....”. I would be gi ateful 
if the two statements can be reconciled. 

Dn Katju: I think the Resolution represents the correct situation. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra: How many times has this Expert Committe 
met so far and what are the results of the deliberations of this 
Committee? 

Dr. Ka^u: I do not think the Committee has met so far. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra: May I know why this Committee has not 
met so far? 

Dr. Katju: I think that question should be put to the Committee. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra: The Committee is not before the House, Sir, 
the hon. Minister should tell us the reasons. 

Shri Ramachandra Reddi: May I know whether the Inter-University 
Board has been consulted in this behalf? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): No, it has nothing to do with this. 

Shri Sivamurthi Svmmi: May I know whether the Ministry has 
received any representation from the people against the appointment 
of this Committee? 

Maulana Azad: No, we have not received anything of that kind. 

Shri Meghnad Saha: When a Committee does not meet, is it not 
the duty of the Ministry to see that it meets? 

Maulana Azad: The Ministry will see to it but it is, in any case, the 
duty of the State Government to see how the work is to be carried on. 

Further clarification to the question raised by Dr S. Chandra 

Maulana Azad: I do not think it was through lack of time that the 
Committee failed to meet; there must be some other reason. 

Shri T.SA. Chettian May I know whether the decision of its being 
made into a Central University will be taken on the recommendations 
of this Committee? 
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Maulana Azad: This Committee has been appointed to ascertain 
what are the problems that would arise as a consequence of its 
conversion into a Central University and which should have to be 
considered. We shall have a full picture before us only on receipt of the 
Committee’s report. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra: Does it follow from the statement of the 
Minister that an irrevocable decision has not been taken yet with regard 
to the transfer of the Osmania University to the Centre? 

Maulana Azad: The question may please be repeated. 

Maulana Azad: No, I did not mean that. I meant that the Expert 
Committee would consider the grave and important problems arising 
as a consequence of the creation of a Central University so that we 
might have a full picture before us. 

Shri Raghuramaiah: In further clarification of the Statement laid 
on the Table of the House, may I know whether, considering that this 
University is the only University in Hyderabad, the present popular 
Government or the University Senate has been consulted in the matter 
before the Government of India took this decision? 

Maulana Azad: Evidently the decision taken in this behalf by the 
Government of India was in consultation with the State. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Yes, it is in consultation with them. 
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Joint Answers dated, 8-4-1953 by Maulana Azad and 
Mr. A.P. Jain to the questions asked in 
House of Peopie 

Grants for UNivERsmiis 

Shri Jhulan Sinba: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the amount of grants sanctioned for the Banaras and Patna 
Universities for the yare 1952-53; and 

(b) the purposes for which those grants were sanctioned? 

The Minister of Rehabilitation (Shri A.P. Jain): (a) and (b) A 
statement is laid on the Table of the House. [See Appendix IX, 
annexure No. 37.] 

Shri Jhulan Sinha: May I know whether the Patna University has 
made any request for grant for its general and educational expenses? I 
find from the statement that there was no allotment to Patna University. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad): 1 cannot answer it just now. 

Further reply to question raised by Mr. Jhulan Singh: 

Maulana Azad: How can the Government say? It is to be decided 
by the University. 

Reply to question raised by Dr. Suresh Chandra 

Maulana Azad: Apart from the four Central Universities, the 
grants are generally given for scientific and technical education. 

Reply to the question raised by Mr. S.N. Das 

Maulana Azad: Government will consider it. 

Mr. Speaker: Let us go to the next question. 
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Mauiana Azad’s Address at the Conference of S.E.M. 
and V.C.U. held in New Delhi on 15-4-1953 

I am glad to welcome you today to this conference. As you are 
aware, our object is to discuss problems of universities with special 
reference to the improvement of standards and co-ordination of 
facilities for higher education. It was my intention to call this conference 
in January but on account of pressure of work this could not be done. 

The problem we have met to discuss is not new, though it has 
acquired a new urgency after the attainment of independence. You are 
all aware that for I he last thirty years or more there have been persistent 
and at times well-founded criticism of our universities. The great 
increase in the number of students has been accompanied by a fall in the 
standard of attainment. Ill-equipped and ill-trained graduates have 
increased the number of the unemployed. Their indiscipline and lack of 
purpose have added to our difncultics at a time when the attainment of 
independence has posed great problems of reconstruction and 
development before the country. 

It was in order to examine the existing defects and make 
recommendations for the remodelling of university education in conformity 
with the needs of free India that the Radhakrishanan Commission was 
appointed in 1948. The Commission made a careful survey of the entire 
field and made recommendations for necessary changes in the academic, 
financial and administrative .set-up of our universities in the new 
context. It redefined the aims and objects of university education and 
placed special emphasis on the establishment of proper relations 
between the universities on the one hand and the Central and State 
Governments on the other. One of its basic recommendations was for 
the creation of a machinery for the most economic utilisation of our 
existing resources by avoiding wastage or unnecessary duplication in 
the fields of higher study and research. 

The problem of university education was also considered at the 
time when the Indian Constitution was being framed. There were 
detailed discussions as to whether university education should be made 
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a Central or a State responsibility. The Radhakrishnan Commission 
had recommended that the “all-India aspects of university education, 
the repercussions and interchanges necessary and desirable between 
universities, and the need or a national guarantee of minimum standards 
of efficiency” require that university education should be a concurrent 
responsibility of the Centre and the States. The Commission had, in 
particular, mentioned that co-ordination of facilities in special subjects, 
the liaison between the universities and national research laboratories 
and scientific surveys, the adoption of national policies and the maintenance 
of standards of efficiency should be the special concern of the Government 
of India. That this view carried due weight in the framing of the 
Constitution may be seen from the inclusion of a specific item in the 
Constitution making co-ordination and maintenance of standards the 
exclusive responsibility of the Central Government. I am referring to 
entry 66 in List 1 of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution defining 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Union Government, which reads as 
follows: 


“Co-ordination and determination of standards in institutioas 
for higher education or research and scientific and technical 
institutions.” 

The co-ordination of facilities in higher education and the maintenance 
of standards of university education is thus an exclusive Central 
responsibility. This makes it necessary for the Government of India to 
take an immediate and direct interest in the affairs of all universities in 
order to ensure that the provisions of the Constitution are carried out. 
The Government has considered the matter carefully and reached the 
conclusion that this responsibility cannot be discharged without the 
creation of an agency which would enable the Government to carry out 
the necessary supervision and over-all guidance. Since this duty is an 
exclusive Central responsibility, the Government would have been 
entitled to set up, for these purposes, an official body composed of its 
own officers and nominees. The Government did not, however, do so. 
The Government recognises the value of university autonomy and 
desire that the necessary reforms in universities should, as far as 
possible, be initiated by the universities themselves. The Government 
is also of the view that in all such steps for the improvement of standards 
of higher education in the country, the co-operation of the States at 
every step is not only desirable but essential. It is or this account that 
the Government of India prepared a draft Bill entitled “Universities 
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(Regulation of Standards) Bill.” Before introducing it into Parliament 
the Government of India referred it to the State Governments and the 
universities for their advice and guidance. 

1 must confess that I have been somewhat surprised by the 
response of the universities to this gestures of co-operation by the 
Central Government. The Inter-University Board, in its Madras session, 
has expressed itself against the Bill and raised doubts about its purpose 
and provisions. Nevertheless, the Board itself had to recognise the need 
of a machinery to effect co-ordination and improvement of standards. 
In view of this recognition, the suggestion that the draft Bill indicates a 
desire of the Government of India to interfere with the internal 
autonomy of the universities is quite unfounded, and it is difficult for me 
to understand the grounds for such suspicion. As I have already said, 
the Government could, if it so wished, introduce the Bill without 
referring to the universities. That it has not done so is itself evidence of 
the Government’s regard for university autonomy. Further, the constitution 
of the body proposed in the Bill is such as to ensure that the autonomy 
of the universities will be respected. The Government could have 
proposed the appointment of a body under its own control to look into 
the affairs of the universities but, instead, the Government has proposed 
that it should be an autonomous body, set up by legislation, consisting 
of representatives of universities and other distinguished educationists. 

The statutory character of the body and the composition of its 
membership are in themselves evidence of the Government’s desire 
that there should not be too much departmental interference with the 
internal affairs of the universities, while, at the same time, ensuring that 
proper standards are maintained and some of the glaring defects of 
university education removed. I am sure you will agree with me that if 
the Indian universities have already fallen into comparative disrepute, 
much of the responsibility lies with the universities themselves. Their 
administration has, in many cases, become slack and standards impaired 
through mainly non-academic causes, into the details of which I need 
not go. However, since the Inter-University Board has raised objections, 
I felt it desirable to summon a conference of Vice-Chancellors and 
Education Minisers and find out what they base their objections on. I 
need hardly add that I am always willing to consider any constructive 
suggestions they might make for the improvement of standards in 
universities and better co-ordination of their facilities. 

I assume that we have met with a common objective, viz., the 
reform of university education, with a view to making the universities 
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agencies of national regeneration in independent India. I have made a 
passing reference to the fact that universities do not today enjoy the 
public esteem accorded to them in the past. The reasons for this are 
many but two may be especially mentioned. One is the largely academic 
character of the instruction in the univeriaties which, instead of developing 
the personality of the student and enabling him to make a place in 
society for himself, often converts him into a misfit who adds to the 
number of the unemployed, if not the unemployable. The other is that 
even the standards of academic education have fallen so much that 
persons who have reached the highest stage are not only ilMnformed 
and ill-educated about the affairs of the world but are sometimes 
ignorant of the elementary things in their own fields of study. Inefficiency 
and corruption, which have also crept into some of the university 
administrations, have contributed to the public’s loss of confidence in 
them. 

While no one is more keenly conscious of the defects of the present 
position, I should, at the same time, like to say that 1 do not believe that 
a sweeping condemnation of the universities and university education 
is justified. Today, it has become almost a fashion for everyone to get 
up and condemn all universities outright but they forget that if our 
universities have many defects, they have also many virtues. Nor can we 
forget that they have made a solid contribution to the achievement of 
Indian independence by awakening a new political consciousness 
among large numbers of their alumni. 

I must also point out that not all the present defects ol the 
universities are due to faults of the staff or the administration. Many of 
them are a direct outcome of the system which has been set up. The fact 
that a university degree is an indispensable condition for employment 
in most types of service has induced a rush for degrees and led to 
overcrowding in the universities. As a degree is regarded as a passport 
to any employment, some universities felt that they should not deny this 
passport to their students. There was thus a tendency to pass as many 
students as possible, if necessary even by lowering the standards. Once 
this downward trend began, it was difficult to check it, for any university 
which sought to maintain a high standard faced the risk of losing its 
students to other universities with lowered standards. The fact that 
degrees are essential pre-requisites for employment had an undesirable 
effect on students as well. It made them pay more attention to the 
passing of examinations than to the acquisition of knowledge. 

On the other hand, the lack of adequate financial support for the 
universities leaves them with no option but to encourage the inflow into 
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universities of as large a number of students as possible. In a situation 
where many of the universities derive a major portion of their income 
from the tuition and examination fees of students, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, for the university to exercise adequate control on the 
discipline and standards of study of its students. I may tell you that the 
Government is aware of these problems and we are now considering 
various measures to ease the situation. In many countries the possession 
of a degree is not an essential condition for employment in government 
service. We are therefore also considering whether a change can be 
made in our present practice. A proposal is under examination that we 
should not insist on degrees for employment except only in specialised 
posts which require high academic qualifications. This can be done only 
if we are able to devise some alternative method of recruitment to 
different types and grades of public service, which will be objective, 
flexible and free from the defects of the present system. 

I have mentioned that one defect of the existing system of university 
education is its abstract and academic character. This, in itself, would 
not have been so serious a defect in a country with a different social 
background. University education must, in any case, involve ^ high 
degree of specialisation and abstraction. Unfortunately in India, this 
emphasis on the intellectual and academic aspect has been accompanied 
by the loss of manual skills, and, what is worse, a repugnance for various 
types of manual labour. Instead of recognising the dignity of labour, 
university students are often inclined to look down upon manual work. 
The Government of India have for a long time been in correspondence 
with the universities to devise measures to inculcate a sense of the 
dignity of labour among students and develop in them the habit of doing 
manual work. One suggestion which was sent for your consideration 
was to find out whether students could not be utilised for some of the 
work which is now performed by paid labour. There is also no reason 
why students should not help in the maintenance and repair of roads, 
gardens, furniture and some of the buildings of educational institutions. 
Colleges could also adopt a village, preferably one that is easy of access, 
and try to effect improvements in housing, sanitation, communications 
and education through the voluntary labour of students. 

With the acceptance of the Five Year Plan in which a co-ordinated 
effort is being made to improve rural areas througli community 
development projects, a field of acvtivity has opened up where University 
students can render the greatest service to the country. I would suggest 
for your consideration that each university might undertake a project by 
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which a selected rural area is adopted by the university and the 
university undertakes the responsibility of carrying out developmental 
programmes - educational as well as material - within that area. I 
should be happy if you would consider this question also during your 
deliberations today and tomorrow and make specific proposals to the 
Government to this end. I may add that if the universities undertake any 
such programme of activities, the Government may be in a position to 
place small funds at the disposal of the Vice-Chancellors to enable 
them to set up an agency, which will plan, execute and supervise such 
activities. 

I would also like you to consider carefully what exactly we mean by 
university autonomy. As I have said before, 1 am against any undue 
interference by the Government or any other body with the internal 
affairs of the universities. At the same time, I would like to say 
categorically that university autonomy is not an end in itself but a means 
to an end. That end is the achievement of satisfactory academic 
standards and the maintenance of the high dignity of the universities as 
seats of learning and culture. If therefore these ends are not fulfilled, 
the community has a right to demand such change as will make their 
achievement possible. To resist measures for the purpose in the name 
of university autonomy is therefore totally unjustified. The universities 
do not exist in dignified isolation but are components of society and 
hence society has a right to determine what will be the character and 
aims of the university. The State, as the organised executive of the 
community, has therefore not only the right but the duty to ensure that 
the university fulfils those aims which society has a right to expect from 
them. The Government of India is aware of its responsibilities in this 
respect and is determined to discharge the duty it owes to the community. 

What I have in mind will become clearer if we consider how the 
idea of academic freedom has developed. Our universities derive their 
traditions mainly from the British universities. You are aware that in a 
country which has party Government, there is a tendency for officials to 
change with the change of the party in power. Two Governors-General 
of India lost their office - one even before he could come out to India 
— on account of a change in the party Government in Britain. There was 
a risk that there might be similar interference with appointments in the 
universities. It is bad enough if officials change with a change in 
Government, but the position would be intolerable if learned and able 
teachers were dismissed to make room for incompetent and unqualified 
persons on political grounds. That is why, in course of time, a convention 
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has grown up to give security to university teachers and see that the best 
men are placed incharge of the education of the future generations. 
University autonomy was therefore recognised in order to achieve 
academic freedom and higher educational standards. If there is a fall in 
academic standards, and the administration of the university becomes 
defective, you will surely agree that the plea of university autonomy 
cannot be used as a defence against effecting the necessary reforms. 

We are today passing through an age when old traditions are 
crumbling and new values have to be built up in their place. The old 
order has passed but a new order is not yet born. The happiness and 
prosperity of millions demand that this revolutionary reconstruction of 
society should be carried out not by violent or disruptive methods but 
through a process of legislation and planned change. Obviously, the 
universities must play an important role in initiating such changes and 
serve as agencies for the creation of new ideals and the training up of 
workers in their cause. This, however, requires the reform and regeneration 
of the universities themselves in order to enable them to carry out this 
momentous task. The creation of a strong agency which will jealously 
guard their standards and co-ordinate their resources and facilities is 
essential if the universities are to regain their old prestige and become 
centres of a new national awakening. We have met today to find out the 
best method of doing so, and I have every hope that before we disperse 
we will have arrived at an agreed solution of one of the most pressing 
problems facing higher education in the country. 
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Opening Address of Maulana Azad at the 
C.B.R.I., Roorkee on 12-4-1953 

With the opening of the Central Building Research Institute at 
Roorkee, the last of the eleven National Laboratories included in the 
first plan of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, will start 
functioning formally. The establishment of these laboratories will form 
a landmark in the history of India’s industrial development. They 
represent the first systematic and planned attempt to apply science and 
technology to the growth and development of India’s national industries. 

With the introduction of modern education in India in the bcgimiing 
of the 19th century, colleges and universities were established and 
interest in the study of science grew. For a long time, however, they 
offered little, if any, encouragement to research or original work. It is 
perhaps significant that the first initiative in this direction came from 
private individuals and non-official agencies. The Indian Association 
for Cultivation of Sciences was established in Calcutta in 1876, mainly 
through the generosity of the late Mahendra Lai Sarkar. The generosity 
and foresight of Jamshed Tata led to the foundation of the Indian 
Institute of Science and Bangalore in 1911. The Bose Research Institute 
was the result of the developed work of Jagadish Chandra Bose and was 
founded in 1917. The establishment of these institutions marked a 
great step forward and led to the growth of a spirit of research in the 
universities. But these institutions as well as the different university 
departments had and have, as their main object, the quest of truth and 
the advancement of knowledge. While they have contributed to the 
enrichment of knowledge, they did not and were not in fact planned to 
serve as agencies for the economic and industrial development of the 
country. 

There was, thus, in our educational and scientillc mstitutions a gap 
whose existence hampered the growth and development of our national 
industries. The establishment of these eleven laboratories is therefore 
a step of the greatest importance for the future progress of the country. 
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and I can say with conndence that, of the diverse nation-building 
activities undertaken after the attainment of independence, it will rank 
among the most important. 

The history of the Indian Council of Scientific and Industiral 
Research is well known, but may well bear repetition. It was during 
1942, when, on account of war, the import of all kinds of industrial 
goods from abroad ceased, and there was simultaneously an immense 
increase in the demand for them that the Council was established to 
find a solution of what appeared an almost insoluble problem. The 
work during this period was, from the nature of the case, of an emer- 
gency nature, and the real developmental programme of the Council 
began only after the attainment of independence. I have already 
referred to the achievements of the Council since 1947, and it appears 
to me that the one reason for its splendid success is that the Council is 
an autonomous body with its own budget and free from formalities and 
red-tape which slow down the administrative machine of the Government. 
Even the Minister-in-charge, who supervises the activities of the Council, 
does so not as a Minister but as an office-bearer of the Council. There 
is, thus, no outside interference with the activities of the Council, and 
to a large measure the success of the Council is due to this fact. 

The Council functions through 27 research committes which deal 
with different branches of science and technology. These are advisory 
bodies consisting of experts from both science and industry. The 
Council thus includes, among its members, some of the best representatives 
from both these fields and I would like to pay a tribute to them for the 
efficiency and despatch with which its work is carried out. 

I must also record that the work of the Council would not have 
progressed so rapidly unless it had had from the very beginning a 
Director marked by great imagination, drive and initiative. It is generally 
held that the place of the scientist is in a laboratory and not on the chair 
of an administrator. The Director of the Council has proved that an 
eminent scientist can fill the role of an administrator with equal 
distinction. I am of course referring to Dr. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
whom I would like to congratulate on his achievement. I would also ask 
him to convey my appreciation to his colleagues without whose co- 
operation his work could not have been accomplished. 

The establishment of a Central Building Research Institute is in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Building Research 
Committee set up by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
As a start, a Building Research Unit was set up at Roorkce to work in 
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co-operation with the Thomson College of Engineering, now the 
Technical University of Roorkee. The Unit consisted of two sections — 
one entrusted with research on short-term problems and the other mih 
the planning and establishment of the Institute. In 1950, the Unit was 
transformed into the Institute and the foundation-stone of its new 
buildings laid in February 1951. Work on them began in December 
1951, and we are today celebrating the completion of the first stage of 
their construction. 

The problems for investigation in an institute of this type are 
largely common to different countries, but there are some which are of 
special interest to India. The Institute will therefore pay special attention 
to problems like factors governing comfort and efficiency under tropical 
conditions, the study of soil stabilisation, the use of indigenous materials, 
the utilisation of industrial wastes, the construction of houses for 
persons of low income on an extensive scale, etc. The work of the 
Institute will deal with these problems under four main heads, viz. (a) 
building materials, (b) methods of construction, (c) performance of 
buildings, and (d) survey and information. I need not go into details 
which you will find in the brochure published for the occasion but may 
mention four typical problems whose satisfactory solution will have a 
great significance for the development of our building industry. They 
relate to the improvement in the quality of bricks, the possible use of 
bamboo as a reinforcing material, the investigation on novel methods 
of construction evolved by the Institute itself or by others, the prefabricalion 
and assembling of building components, heat and sound insulation, 
resistance to moisture penetration, fire and weather, the consideration 
of new architectural and structural designs and problems relating to 
brick industry, lime industry, etc. 

Surveys will also help to assess the capacity of the building industry 
of India and co-ordinate its development with the Five Year Plan. 
Practical results obtained by research investigation or useful information 
obtained from surveys will be made available to the building industry in 
a form suitable for ready application to practical works. Since building 
industry covers the development and manufacture of various building 
materials as well as the use of such materials in the actual construction 
of buildings, the Institute will have divisions dealing with the production 
and testing of materials as well as with the construction and testing of 
structures. In addition, the Institute will provide for scientific and 
technical work in its divisions of chemistry, architectural physics and 
engineering. 
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The Government of India have sanctioned a grant of Rs. 21 lakh for 
capital expenditure on the establishment of the Institute, and of this 
amount Rs. 18 lakh have already been spent. The present site of the 
Institute measures 10 acres but an additional area of 57 acres has been 
acquired to provide residential accommodation to the staff and for the 
further expansion of the Institute. The Institute has 41 persons on its 
technical staff while another 41 look after the administration and office 
work. The recurring expenditure, when the Institute is fully staffed, will 
be of the order of about Rs. 5 lakh a year. 

I am sure you will all agree that the provision of better housing is 
one of the most important tasks which faces the nation. Without better 
living conditions in villages and towns the state of health of the people 
cannot be adequately improved. While India has been well known for 
its architectural achievements of the past, we have to admit that today 
the art of constructions does not exhibit the skill or standard which has 
been its pride in the past. Better houses in towns and the provision of 
cheap, durable and comfortable houses for villagers and industrial 
labourers is a prime need of the day, and I have every hope that this 
Institute will make a solid contribution to the solution of this national 
problem. 
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Joint replies by Maulana Azad and Ajit Prasad Jain in the 
House of People, to the questions asked on 17-4-1953 

Educational Grants 

Shri S.C. Samanta: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
slate whether Central Grants for education to different States vary 
according to the population of each Slate? 

The Minister of Rehabilitation (Shri A.P. Jain); No. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Yes. 

Reply to the supplementary question asked by Shri Samanta 

Maulana Azad: No. So far as the Commission is concerned, it has 
made no such recommendation. 
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Joint Replies of Maulana Azad and Mr. K.D. Malviya to the 
questions asked in the House of People on 21 •4-1 953 

Ancient Monuments 

Proi. D.C. Sharina: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state; 

(a) the number of ancient monuments protected in the hill districts 
of the State of the Punjab; and 

(b) whether any more monuments from these places are proposed 
to be taken over by the Archaeological Department and if so, the details 
thereof? 

Hie Deputy Minister of Natural Resouixes and ScientiHc Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) Thirteen. 

(b) No, Sir. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: May I know if the fort at Nurpur which has 
associations not only with Vedic times but also with Moghul and British 
times is being taken over as a protected monument? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: It has already been taken over. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: May I know if the fort at Kangra which is called 
in history books as Nagarkol is being taken over as a protected 
monument? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Nagarkot has also been taken over. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: May 1 know which branch of the Archaeological 
Department looks after the Punjab and where is its headquarters? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: There is no State-wise division in the Central 
Department. The monuments have been divided according to importance 
and are either Centrally-controlled or State-controlled. All these 
which I have mentioned are Centrally-controlled monuments. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: Is there any proposal to have a branch of this 
Department in the Punjab, where you have so many monuments of 
religious importance? 
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The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientillc 
Research (Maulana Azad): That is the function of the Punjab Government 
and it would certainly look after the matter. It is not necessary of the 
Centre to open a separate branch. It is the duty of the State Government. 
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Brief Statement of Maulana Azad dated 21-4’1953 in the 
House of the Peopie regarding the research aid to 
certain institutions and Universities 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): I would like to clarify the position. As this 
question concerned the Universities, therefore in reply reference was 
made only to the Universities. Certain institutions like the Hoshiarpur 
Institute and the Bhandarkar Institute, Poona are carrying on research 
in Vedic literature or general Sanskrit literature. Government is giving 
aid to these institutions also, but these have not been referred to. 
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Replies of Maulana Azad and Mr. A.P. Jain in the 
House of People to questions asked 
on 24-4-1953 

Distribution oh money allocated to Sciiedui^d Castes eic. 

Shri Muniswamy: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state the proportion in which the amount of Rs. 40 lakhs allotted for 
Scholarships in the Budget for 1953-54 will be distributed among 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward Communities? 

The Minister of Rehabilitation (Shri A.P. Jain): The allocation of 
the amount of Rs. 40 lakhs amongst the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Backward Classes for the year 1953-54 will be 
decided after examining the recommendation of the Board. A meeting 
of the Scholarships Board is likely to be convened shortly for the 
purpose. 

Shri Muniswamy: May 1 know whether the ( lovernmcnt arc aware 
that the scholarships .sanctioned to the States are not properly distributed? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientiilc 
Research (Maulana Azad): No. Government do not think so. 

Shri P.N. Rajabhoj: What was the proportion allotted to the 
Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in the 
la.st scholarship distribution? 

Shri A.P. Jain: Scheduled Castes: Rs. 1 4,50,000; Scheduled T ribes: 
Rs. 5,00,000; Other Backward Cla.sscs: Rs. 10,50,000. 

Shri Muniswamy: May 1 know whether (Jovernment are 
contemplating to increase this amount during the current year? 

Shri A.P. Jain: Yes. 

Shri B.S. Murthy: May 1 know whether any complaints have been 
received that the grants now being given to the students are not 
sufficient to covery their expenses? 

Shri A.P. Jain: No. 
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Shri Nanadas: On what basis is the allocation of moneys made? 
Shri A.P. Jain: It is allocated, after taking into account the 
following factors; 

1. The population of the three groups; 

2. Educational backwardness of each group; and 

3. Number of applications received from each group of candidates. 
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Maulana Azad's reply in the House of People to 
the questions asked on 24-4-1953 


Lead*zinc in Zavar 

Shri B. S. Mehta: (a) WiO the Minister of Natural Resources and 
ScienUfic Research be pleased to state by what time the detailed 
Geolo^cal mapping of the lead-zinc deposits in Zawar is expected to be 
completed? 

(b) How much reserves of lead-zinc ores have been proved by the 
survey made so far? 

(c) What is the strength of the party working there for Geological 
mapping? 

(d) How long will they continue to work? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) to (d). A statement giving the information 
required is laid on the Table of the House [See Appendix X, annexure 
No. 20.] 
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Written Answers of Maulana Azad dated 24-4-1953 in 
the House of Peopie to the questions asked about 
the Secondary Schoois 

Shri Dasaratha Deb: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state; 

(a) the number of non-Government secondary schools in Tripura 
and the number of students reading in those schoois; 

(b) the percentage of students reading in Government secondary 
schools and in non-Government secondary schools; 

(c) whether any representation under the leadership of Shri 
Ramesh Chandra Neogi was made by the Tripura Sikshak Samity 
regarding scales of pay and other demands; and 

(d) if so, what steps Government propose to take with regard to 
that representation? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientitk 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) 40 and 7,151 respectively. 

(b) 47 per cent, and 53 pet cent, respectively. 

(c) Yes, Sir, but the correct name of the person is Shri Ramcndra 
Chandra Neogi. 

(d) It is being considered by the Chief Commissioner. 



Document No. 30 


Written answers dated 24’4-l953 of Mauiana Azad to 
the questions asked in the House of Peopie about 
the U.N.E.S.C.O. 

Shri K.C. Sodhia: (a) Will the Minister ul Education be pleased to 
state the total worth of U.N.E.S.C.O. coupons sold by Government to 
universities and educational institutions under (i) scientific materials, 
(ii) films, and (iii) books during 1952-53? 

(b) What is the amount realised under the heads mentioned in part 

(a) above? 

(c) What is the object of issuing and purchasing these coupons? 
The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 

Research (Mauiana Azad): (a) The total worth of UNESCO Coupons 
sold during 1952-53 is as follows: 

(i) Scientific Materials Rs. 3,66,840-14-9. 

(ii) Films Rs. 33195-0-0 

(iii) Books Rs. 95,916-8-9. 

(b) All this amount has been realized. 

(c) The object of the Scheme is to overcome foreign exchange 
obstacles to the purchase abroad of publications, educational films and 
scientific equipment. 

Further Clarification 

Mauiana .\zad: 1 have jsut said that these amounts are for books, 
films and scientific materials. The question of cash does not arise. 
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Statement, dated 24-4-1953 of Maulana Azad regarding 
the General Policy of the Government for old buildings 
of national importance 

The general policy of the Government is that old buildings of 
national importance which are sought to be protected should not be 
used for any other purposes as far as possible. 
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Written answers, dated 24-4-1 953 of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad and Mr. A.P. Jain to the questions asked in the 
House of People in connection with the Plan of 
Government for the Work of building houses 
for the I.I.T. Kharagpur 

Shri N.B. Chowdhury: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) how far the work of building houses for the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kharagpur, has progressed. 

(b) whether the work is proceeding according to the original plan; 
and 

(c) when the construction work is likely to be completed? 

Hie Minister of Rehabilitation (Shri A.P. Jain): (a) All staff 
quarters and 2 hostels have been completed. Three Wings of the 
Institute are nearing completion. Work on the 3rd hostel and the rest 
of the Institute building has been taken in hand. 

(b) The work is proceeding according to the plan prepared by the 
Board of Governors of the Institute. 

(c) By 1955. 

Shri N.B. Chowdhury: May I know whether the Director of the 
Institute is connected with the work of supervision of this construction 
in any way? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): No. 

Shri N.B. Chowdhury: May I know whether the Government have 
received any complaints about the removal of any article from the 
premises of this Institute? 

Shri A.P. Jain: No. 

Maulana Azad: No. 

Shri N.B. Chowdhury: May I know the total estimate of this 
construction work? 
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Shri A.P. Jain: I cannot give the total at the moment, but 1 shall give 
the separate figures, which are as follows: 

1 Director’s Bungalow - Rs. 64,350 
12 ‘A’ Class Bungalows - Rs. 3,70,056 

2 ‘B’ Class Bungalows - Rs. 6,43,918 
65 ‘C’ type Quarters - Rs. 6,48,802 

40 ‘C-r type Quarters - Rs. 6,25,070 
93 ‘H’ type Quarters - Rs. 6,40,908 
4 Blocks-Bachelor quarters - Rs. 9,02,786 
Shri K.K. Basu: May 1 put one short supplementary? 

Mr. Speaker. There is only one more minute. If that is put, then it 
will bar the other question. Next question. No. 1410. 
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Replies of Maulana Azad and Mr. A.P. Jain in the 
House of People to the questions Asked 
on 24-4-1953 

Indian Musicians 

Shri Muniswamy: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state the total expenditure incurred by the Government of India on the 
recent celebration held at Rashtrapati Bhavan in honour of the Indian 
Musicians? 

(b) Do Government proposes to hold such functions every year? 

The Minister of Rehabiiitation (Shri A.P. Jain): (a) An Expenditure 
of Rs. 7,330/7/- has been incurred by the Government of India for 
award to Musicians of the year for 1952-53. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

Shri Muniswamy: May I know how the selection of these musicians 
was made? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): The selection was made by the Academy. 

Shri Muniswamy: May I know whether the same musicians who 
came this year will be allowed to come next year? 

Maulana Azad: Sanads will be given to fresh persons every year. 

Further reply: 

Maulana Azad: They might be called. That is a different matter. 
But the awards will be given to fresh persons every year. 
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Oral Answers dated 7-5-1953 of Maulana Azad and Malaviya 
to the questions asked in the House of People 

Conference of Euikxfion Ministers and Vice-Chancellors 


Shri A.M. Thomas: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state the recommendations, if any, of the conference of Education 
Ministers and Vice-Chancellors held on the 18th and 19lh April, 1953? 

(b) What are the proposals of the (5overnment in the light of the 
views expressed at the conference? 

(c) What will be the constitution and functions of the proposed 
University Grants Commission? 

Hie Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientifle Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) The Government of India had originally 
proposed the constitution of two separate agencies; a Central Council 
of University Education and a Universtiy Grants Commission. The 
Conference has suggested that instead of two separate bodies, only one, 
namely, the University Grants Commission, should be constituted and 
vested with functions and powers which the draft Bill had intended to 
vest in the Central Council of University Education. The conference 
also considered the question of manual labour by students at the 
University and Secondary levels and made certain detailed suggestions. 
It has also recommended a survey of the work being done at present and 
the suggestions that the various educational authorities may like to put 
forward for the future. 

(b) and (c) The matter is under consideration. 

Shri A.M. Thomas: In answer to a question of mine in the last 
se-ssion of the Parliament whether, in view of the opposition of the 
University bodies, the proposal to bring a comprehensive Bill to control 
University education was dropped, the reply of the hon. Minister, 
Maulana Azad was an emphatic “NO”. Reports again appear that the 
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Bill in the form prepared by Government has been dropped. Is that 
report correct and may I know the present position? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): If the proposal of the Conference is 
accepted by the Government, the only change in that case will be that 
the Bill which it previously wanted to bring on behalf of the University 
Education Board will now be brought on behalf of the University 
Grants Committee. 

Shri A.M. Thomas: Am I to understand that the proposal to 
appoint a Central Council of University Education has finally been 
dropped and it has been resolved that a University Grants Committee 
on the U.K. model will serve the purpose? 

Maulana Azad: The proposal of the University Grants Commission 
was already before the Government. Now the Conference has decided 
that the function of the proposed Education Board should also be 
entrusted to it and it should also enjoy the power which was proposed 
for the Board. 

Shri A.M. Thomas: May I enquire when can we expect a 
comprehensive legislation which will be introduced in Parliament? 

Maulana Azad: Efforts are being made to introduce it at an early 
date. 

Shri Meghnad Saha: The University Commission presided over by 
Dr. Radhakrishnan has laid down certain proposals for the constitution 
of a University Grants Commission. Does the proposed Bill intend to 
follow the same lines or different lines? 

Maulana Azad: Yes. The Commission proposed to be set up by the 
Government will largely be on the same lines as have been recommended 
by the University Inquiry Commission. 

Shri Meghanad Saha: The Radhakrishnan Commission has 
suggested that the University Grants Commission should be an 
autonomous body on the lines of the Union Public Service Commission. 
Is it going to be an autonomous body or a body subordinate to the 
present Ministry? 

Maulana Azad: It is under consideration of the Government. 

Shri Velayudhan: May I know whether there was any consensus of 
opinion in the conference of the Vice-Chancellors that Government 
control over these Universities should be slackened? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Was it the general feeling that Government’s 
control over the Universities should be slackened? 
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Maulana Azad: It is under consideration and it is difficult to give 
any definite reply at the moment. 

Shri Matthen: May 1 know whether the proposed university 
Grants Commissions is on the model of the U.K. Grants Commission? 

Maulana Azad: The matter is under consideration of the Government 
and no final decision has yet been taken. 
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Answers dated 7-5-1953, of Maulana Azad, to the questions 
asked in the House of Peopie regarding the idea of 
two Commissions for Universities works 

Maulana Azad: No. The proposal made by the Conference has just 
been read out. 

Shri Ptinnoose: May I know VNhy the original idea of two Commissions 
has been given up for one and may 1 also know how this new proposal 
would be useful to the Universities? 

Maulana Azad: It is still under consideration. The Conference 
made the suggestion that instead of two separate bodies there should 
be only one body which should do the work of both. Apparently this 
does not seem to be an undesirable suggestion. 
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Replies dated 12*5'1953 of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.O. Malaviya to the questions asked in 
the House of Peopie 

Conference of vice-chancellors and State 
EDUUTioN Ministers 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: (a) Will the Minister of Education be 
pleased to state whether the Vice-Chancellors of all the Universities of 
India were invited to the Conference of Vice-Chancellors and State 
Education Ministers recently held in New Delhi? 

(b) If not, who represented Delhi University in that Conference? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and ScientiFic Research 
(Shrl K.D. Malaviya): (a) and (b) All the Vice-Chancellors were 
invited; as, however, no one was holding the Vice-Chancellorship at the 
Delhi University, that University was not represented at the conference. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Since how long was nobody holding the 
Vice-Chancellorship of the Delhi University, and what was the reason? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): He hopes to take charge very shortly. I 
believe the post has remained vacant for seven or eight months, the 
reason being that after the resignation of the Vice-Chancellor the 
University took some time to consider the matter of the new Vice- 
Chancellor and the Committee set up for the purpose also delayed the 
matter for some time. Now a new Vice-Chancellor has been appointed 
and it is hoped he would soon assume charge. 
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Maulana Azad’s address dated 29-6-1953 welcoming 
the members of the British Everest Expedition 

It gives me great pleasure to present to you this team of brave, 
resolute and courageous spirits who have achieved one of the most 
splendid triumphs of our time. My pleasure is all the greater because 1 
know that the joy of this achievement is shared by the whole world. I 
present to you, Sir, the members of the British Everest Expedition who, 
having conquered the highest peak on earth, have now come in our 
midst. 

We all know how difficult and arduous this enterprise was. The 
human spirit has faced in many field Nautre’s most tremendous 
challenges. The history of science is one long story of such struggles. 
But the challenge which these friends faced 29,002 feet above us was in 
many respects unique. In other fields, man’s endeavour has been 
greatly aided by human ingenuity and by instruments of science. It is 
these instruments which have often decided the fate of the combat. But 
in the battle waged by these friends, ingenuity and mechanical aid were 
of limited help only. No doubt they helped to overcome some obstacles 
on the way, but not the real and the most difficult of all obstacles. We 
all know what it is. It is the hostility of the environment which makes it 
almost impossible for the human organism to function on such heights. 
Here, where Nature assumes its most tenific aspect and the elements 
are most ruthlessly at war, the human body and mind, adapted to the 
exigencies of an environment, 29,000 feet below, feel powerless and 
almost cease to respond. In such a battle weapons are of little avail. 
Only invincible courage and undaunted will-power can help a man to 
succeed. 

From 1921 to 1952, eleven attempts were made by brave and 
resolute men to conquer this field, but each time they had to retire 
before mightier forces. At last the time came when the issue of this 
great battle was decided in favour of the spirit of man. It was this heroic 
British Expedition, whom we have the pleasure of welcoming in our 
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midst today, which finally succeeded in planting the banner of victory 
over this field. Like the Roman conqueror of old, they may well say— 
we came, we saw, we conquered. 

There can be no doubt that the credit of this splendid triumph must 
go to the team spirit and the fine organising ability of the leadership of 
the expedition. The nature of the undertaking was such that no single 
individaul or even two or three individuals together, however brave and 
spirited, could have achieved this triumph. Only the collective heroism 
of a well-organised team could have achieved this feat which the British 
Expedition has achieved. It was essential that every member of the 
Expedition should be carefully selected and allotted his share in the 
division of labour and that all should be wholly and equally inspired by 
the spirit of team work, of selfless co-operation and, above all, by a high 
sense of discipline. All these conditions could not have been satisfied if 
the Expedition had not been fortunate in having so able and earnest a 
leadership. The experience of previous expeditions was fully utilised 
and all contingencies foreseen. Every necessity was anticipated and 
carefully provided for, from oxygen to powdered ink, and every aid that 
modern science and industry could give, was made use of. The utility of 
each one of these has now tested in this experiment. 

The important problem that has to be faced in scaling Everest is to 
decide how many camps should be set up on the way and at what 
altitude the last camp should be. Up to the time of this Expedition, the 
highest camp built had been at a height of 25,000 feet, i.e . , the last stage 
of the climb was about 4,000 feet, without any camp on the way for 
emergency refuge. Needless to say, this was the most arduous of all the 
stages. If the weather took a sudden turn for the worse, or if darkness 
descended earlier than anticipated, the climbers had no nearby shelter 
and were wholly at the mercy of chance. Thus, many of them were 
suddenly caught in blizzards and had to spend the night in ice caves. 
Wiser for the misadventures of their predecessors, the present Expedition 
decided to build the maximum number of camps from the base of the 
ascent to the top. Eight such camps were set up, of which the last was 
at 27,900 feet. This meant that the final stage which formerly was of 
4,000 feet, was now reduced to 1,100 feet. Whoever was to attempt the 
last ascent had now to cover, not 4,000 feet as before, but only 1,100 feet 
in one climb. This wise arrangement reduced the danger and difficulty 
of the final assault to the minimum. Although it is obvious how difficult 
an undertaking it must have been to build a camp at 27,900 feet, the 
wonderful sense of discipline and co-operative spirit of the team 
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overcame all obstacles. On the evening of May 28 Sir Edmund Hillary 
and Sri Tenzing reached this last camp and spent the night there. On the 
following dawn they set out for the last lap of the journey and, thanks 
to their courage, skill and fortitude, stood on the top of the world at 
11-30 in the morning. 

Sir, you will agree with me that every member of the Expedition 
deserves to be congratulated for this heroic and splendid achievement. 
It was the joint and selfless contribution of all which made possible what 
had hitherto been possible. In particular we congratulate Sir John Hunt 
whose fine leadership planned the assault and Sri Tenzing and Sir 
Edmund Hillary to whom fell the heroic task of covering the last lap of 
the journey and who fulfilled it with splendid courage and extraordinary 
endurance. 

Sir, the story of the conquest of the highest peak in the world is now 
at an end. If we turn back the pages of history, we will sec that this story 
began more than 200 years ago. The earliest record we have of a survey 
of the Himalayas is in the 18th century. It was in 1711 that some French 
Jesuit Fathers trained a few Chinese Lamas to survey Tibet. This was 
done under the Chinese Government’s instructions. In 1717, the Jesuit 
Fathers prepared a map of Tibet based on this survey, in which was 
shown a range of mountains which stretched for 40 miles along the 
southern boundary. This was the first map of the Himalayan peaks. In 
1735, the famous French Geographer, D’Anville, published this map in 
Paris. The Himalayan peaks were thus pul on the map of the world but 
their exact heights could not be ascertained. In 1849, a parly of the 
Survey of India located the highest peak of the Himalayas and marked 
it in the map as XV. In 1852, it was first discovered that this was 
probably the world’s highest peak. An Indian member of the Survey 
party, Radhanalh Sikdar, first came to this conclusion but at that time 
the exact height of the peak could not be measured. This was achieved 
in 1865 when it was ascertained that peak XV was 29,002 feel high and 
was the highest on this earth. 

Attempts were then made to find out the local name of this peak. 
The French Jesuits had called it “Tchoumou Lancma”, basing it on the 
descriptions supplied by the Chinese Lamas. The names Devadhiuiga 
and Gaurishankar were also suggested by some documents. But after 
careful enquiry it was found that the Tibetan name did not refer to any 
particular peak but to the whole range of mountains. Nor was any 
sufficient evidence found to support the claim of Devadhunga. 
Gaurishankar, it was discovered, was not the name of the highest peak 
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but of another peak which was lower by 5,500 feet. Since no authentic 
local name was available, the then Surveyor-General of India, Sir 
Andrew Waugh, with the permission of the Royal Geographical Society 
of London, named the peak XV “Mount Everest” after the ex-Sur- 
veyor-General, Sir George Everest. Between 1921 and 1924 the Royal 
Geographical Society and the Alpine Club organised three expeditions 
to climb Everest. As a result of these expeditions, a great deal of 
topographical information regarding the northern slopes of Mount 
Everest was collected. It is believed that on June 8, 1924, Mallory and 
Irvine had almost reached the summit, but as they did not return alive, 
no authentic information could be obtained. Mr. Odell had reached a 
height of 27,000 feet while Col. Norton and Dr. Somervell had achieved 
28,000 feet. Thus, only the last 1,000 feet of Mount Everest remained to 
be conquered. This has now been achieved by the British Expedition. 
Thus the romance of the world’s highest peak, which began in 1717, was 
completed on May 29, 1953. 

Sir, I have now the honour to request you to decorate Sir John 
Hunt, Sri Tenzing Norkay Sherpa and Sir Edmund Hillary with the 
special medals made for this occasion and to present to every member 
of this distinguished expedition a silver shield as a memento of their 
great achievement. 
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Replies dated 8-9-1953 by Maulana Abui Kalam Azad in 
the House of People to the questions asked 
regarding unemployment 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: (a) Will the Minister of Education 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Central Government will 
give to the West Bengal Government funds to engage 30,000 teachers 
to relieve educated unemployment there? 

(b) What are the financial liabilities undertaken? 

(c) Is this scheme to be a temporary or a permanent one? 

(d) How many schools are to be opened? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) to (d) The subject of educated 
unemployment is under the consideration of the Government and an 
emergency scheme for absorbing 80,000 teachers all over the country 
during the period 1953-55 has been prepared in this behalf. A copy of 
the circular letter addressed to the State Government in this connection 
is placed on the Table of the House vdiich gives the necessary information. 
[See Appendix V, Annexure No. 45.] 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: The statement says that money is 
going to be spent for opening new schools and for expansion of existing 
schools. May we know whether any part of this money is going to 
rehabilitate those schools which are faced with financial collapse or 
gone out of existence due to lack of funds? 

Maulana Azad: Yes, such schools can be opened with these funds. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May 1 know. Sir, because certain 
State Governments do not allow girls to take part in educational 
institutions after the elementary stage, whether any part of this money 
is going to be spent for opening schools for girls in the rural areas? 

Maulana Azad: No sex distinction will be there. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: Docs it mean that in these schools 
there will be co-education? 
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Maulana Azad; It depends on the policy of each State Government 
which will not be required to follow any particular procedure so far as 
this scheme goes. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: The last date is the 10th September 
when the State Governments have to reply. May we know how many 
State Governments have accepted these proposals? 

Maulana Azad: I cannot answer it just now. 

Reply to the Suplementry question asked by SAjit Singh 

Maulana Azad: At present no group of persons is being removed 
from service. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member is giving information. The 
Minister says that it has not come to his notice that any persons have 
been removed. 

Sardar Ajit Singh: Sir, I can well understand Urdu. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Let him pass on this information to the 
Minister. 

Shri Sarangadhar Das: May I know. Sir, in view of the fact that 
certain States do not advocate co-education, if there will be girls schools 
of these categories in the rural areas? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has already said that it is left to the State 
Governments. 

Maulana Azad: It lies in the powers of the State Governments. 

Clarification to question asked by Mr. SamanV 

Maulana Azad: It is difficult for me to answer this question at this 
stage. There are many matters connected with the scheme which are 
under consideration. One thing, however, is clear. Whatever new 
schools are opened, they will be basic schools and mostly junior basic 
schools. 

Reply to the Suplementry question asked by Mr. Prabhakar^ 

Maulana Azad: It is proposed to prepare such a scheme that those 
who are employed may be given two or three months* training. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: In the statement it is said that social 
education centres are going to be opened. What will be the curriculum 
of these centres and will they be opened in the existing schools or new 
schools will be opened? 

1. Mr. S.C. Samant. 

2 . Mr. Naval Prabhakar. 
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Maulana Azad: All these questions are premature yet. We have an 
adult education scheme also which is known as Social Education and 
wherever necessary we vnll open schools for this purpose also. But it is 
not possible to have a complete picture of the details until important 
matters are decided with the State Governments. 

Shri Kelappan: May I know the amount sanctioned for the 
scheme? 

Maulana Azad: The exact amount has not been decided upon yet. 
Many things are to be considered. However, it has been decided that a 
minimum number of 80 thousand men will be taken and whatever 
expenditure it involves will be incurred. 

Shri C. Bhatt: What is the amount sanctioned for Bombay? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken This refers to Bengal. 

Dr. M.M. Das: Out of the money earmarked by the Central 
Government for this purpose, may I know how much will be spent on 
paying the salaries of teachers and what part will be spent in the 
construction of buildings and other equipment? 

Maulana Azad: Both items are included in it. The scheme of aid is 
this that the Centre will assist for three years. For the first year it will 
contribute 75 per cent, and the State Government 25 per cent; for the 
second year 50 per cent, each; and for the third year the contribution of 
the Centre will be 25 per cent, and that of the State Government 75 per 
cent. Thereafter the entire liability will be of the State Government. 

Shri K.K. Basu: May I know how the average salary that is going 
to be paid to the teachers will compare with the existing rates? 

Maulana Azad: The matter has not been decided yet. 
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Replies of Maulana Azad dated 8-9-1953 in the House of 
People to questions asked, in connection with the method 
adopted for the Scholarship and Social sciences 
awards, by the Shri Radha Raman and others 

Shri Radha Raman: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that an award was announced by a U.S A. 
University in the name of Shrimati Vijyalakshmi Pandit to an Indian 
Student for the study of Social Sciences? 

(b) If so, what are its full details? 

(c) To whom the award will be given? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) and (b) A scholarship has been offered 
by the Fairleigh Dickinson College, Rutherford, New Jersey, U.SA. to 
an Indian student but it is not reserved for the study of social sciences. 
The scholarship is worth $ 47S a year udiich covers tuition and fees only 
and can be applied to any course given by the College. The college 
offers courses leading to the Bachelor’s degree only. The length of the 
course would be from one to four years. The minimum qualification is 
Matriculation. Board, lodging, travel expenses to and from the U.S A. 
and other incidental expenses will have to be borne by the scholar. 

(c) Not yet finalised. 

Further clarification by Maulana Azad 

Maulana Azad: Applications have been called and the Ministry 
will consider them. 

Replies to the Suplementary questions asked by Mr. R. Singh\ 

Mr. Bansal and Radha Raman 

(A) Maulana Azad: Because a scholarship has been offered for an 
Indian, it is not necessary that India should also offer a scholarship 
associated with the name of an American, 


1. Mr. Raghunath Singh. 
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(B) Maulana Azad: Applications have been called direct by the 
Ministry. When the Ministry learnt that the college wanted to call 
applications direct, we drew their attention to the fact that the action 
should be taken through the Government. Now the Government of 
India is calling applications and they will make the selection.] 

(C) Maulana Azad: The applications have been called through the 
State Governments and the Universities. 

(D) Maulana Azad: Yes. 
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Maulana Azad’s replies dated 8-9>1953 in the House of 
People to the questions asked about the Indian 
Museum in Calcutta (Staff) 

Shri S.C. Samanta: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the basis on which the scales of pay and allowances of the staff 
of the Indian Museum at Calcutta have been revised; 

(b) whether class IV employees will also get benefit from it; 

(c) the percentage of increment in general; and 

(d) the number of staff employed in the Museum (grade-wise)? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) On the recommendations made by the 
Central Pay Commission in respect of Central Government servants 
residing at Calcutta. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) No general percentage can be indicated. It varies from post to 
post. 

(d) Grade III-IO 
Grade lV-68. 

Reply to Supplementary question asked by Mr. Samant. ' 

Maulana Azad: I have not calculated the total amount yet. There 
is a list with me from which I can tell you whose pay has been raised by 
how much, but I cannot just now say how much total increment has been 
effected. This list can be placed on the Table if the hon. Member so 
desires. 


1. Mr. S.C. Samant. 
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Replies dated 8-9-1953 of Maulana Azad to the 
questions asked in the House of People 

Welfare Schemes for Women and Children 

Shri M.L Dwivedi: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
State; 

(a) the progress made in administering the fund of rupees four 
crores set apart by the Planning Commission for aiding welfare schemes 
for women and children; 

(b) whether the schemes which were to be implemented through 
the Central Social Welfare Board have been formulated; and 

(c) the work done so far either by the Social Services Division of the 
Planning Commission or any other institution? 

The Minister of Education, Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) and (b) The Government have recently 
set up the Central Social Welfare Board whose functions are not 
confined to welfare schemes for women and children alone - to 
administer this fund. The Board has had one meeting already, has 
formulated its plans and methods of work and has called for applicat ions 
from the voluntary agencies working in the field of social welfare. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House. [See Appendix 
V, annexure No, 44. ]‘ 

May I also state that a few days ago all details have been given in 
reply to a question. 

Shri T.SA Chettiar: 1 understand the Board has made certain 
rules for their guidance. Will the hon. Minister please place them on the 
Table of the House? 

Maulana Azad: The board is framing the rules which will later on 
be considered by the Ministries of Education and Finance. If the hon. 


1. Not included. 



Documents 


103 


Member so desires, they can be placed on the Table of the House after 
they are approved. 

Shri T^A. Chettian Some rules were published in the newspapers. 
If they were not approved, how could they get into the newspapers? If 
they are published, they could well be placed on the Table of the House. 

Maulana Azad: I do not know what rules the hon. Member is 
referring to. Possibly some preliminary talks which were held at the first 
meeting have appeared in the reports. So far as I know the rules are 
being framed and will be put before the Ministry after whose approval 
they will be considered as having been completed. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May I know what special welfare 
schemes for women and children have been considered by this Social 
Welfare Board? 

Maulana Azad: Details cannot be given as yet. The board will 
frame these schemes. All that can be said at present is that work will be 
done specially for the welfare of children and women, the disabled and 
the helpless. 

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha: May I know whether the Government 
of India have set up an Indian National Committee on early childhood 
education, and if so how many members are there in that committee, 
and what was the work done by them so far? 

Maulan Azad: It has nothing to do with this board and I cannot 
answer this question at this time. 

Shri Thanu Pillai: May I know the qualifications for membership 
of the Board, and who the members of the Board are? 

Maulana Azad: 1 can read out the list of the members, but as for 
their qualifications, the hon. Member can himself judge them. 

Shri Thamu Pillai: Can I have a translation? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Minister is prepared to give the 
names, and the hon. member may see their qualifications himself. 

Shri Thanu Pillai: My question was whether any qualifications are 
attached to that membership, not what their qualifications are. 

Maulana Azad: No. 

Shri N.M. Lingam: May I know the number of social welfare 
organisations in the country, and how many of them have been recognised 
by Government as agencies for implementation of the schemes of spcial 
welfare? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker; That will be done hereafter by the Board. 
That is what the hon. Minister stated. 
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Shrimati A. Kale: Am 1 to understand that so far no help has been 
given to the social welfare institutions, and that no work has been 
started so far? 

Maulana Azad: As far as I know, no agency has been given any 
special help so far. Preliminary work is being done as yet, 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: What is the agency through which 
this social welfare work will be undertaken by the various Slates, and 
may I know whether direct communications may be made by the Social 
Welfare Board now? 

Maulana Azad: This board has been set up so that work may be 
done through the existing private agencies who are doing this work now, 
and that they may be rendered help. The board has the full authority to 
hold direct communication in this i egard and it is doing so. 

Reply to the Suplementary question asked by Seth Govind Das 

Maulana Azad: Yes. The board will consider this matter also. 

Reply by Deputy-Speaker to question asked by Babu Ram Narayan 
Singh 

The hon. Minister said there were no special qualifications imposed 
on or expected of these membes. No definite rule has been laid down. 

Shri Kelappan: May I know whether any amount out of these Rs. 4 
crores has already been spent? 

Maulana Azad: No. 

Shri Boovaraghasamy: How many social service divisions or 
institutions have been set up, and what are the names of the places 
where they have been set up all over the country? 

Maulana Azad: I cannot say anything on this. The board has been 
set up not to establish new institutions but to help those private agencies 
which are already doing this work. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Private institutions will be taken advantage 
of, and through their agency, this will be done. 

Shri Kelappan: Is any amount going to be spent during the plan 
period? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Nothing so far. 

Shri Kelappan: In the next three years? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon, member may read the reply. Rs. 4 
crores have been set apart for this purpose, to be spent within this 
period. 
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Mr. M.L Dwivedi: May 1 ask another suplementary question? 
Mr. Deputy*Speaker: I have allowed so many supplementaries. 
Shri MX.. Dwivedi: But any for me? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am sorry. The hon. member has got 
another question now. 
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Maulana Azad’s Answers to the questions asked in the 
House of People on 8-9-1953 

Education Ministers’ and Vice-chancellors’ Conference 

Shri MX. Dwivedi: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to refer to the reply to starred question 1932 asked on the 7th May, 1953 
and state the steps which Government have taken or are going to take 
to fulfil the assurance given by him on the occasion of the Education 
Ministers’ and Vice-Chancellors’ Conference held in Delhi on 18th and 
19th April, 1953 viz., that the Government of India would consider with 
the greatest sympathy the recommendations of the Conference of 
Education Ministers and Vice-Chancellors of Universities? 

(b) Have the recommendations, submitted to Government by the 
Conference been accepted? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) and (b) The Government have accepted 
in principle the recommendations of the Conference to establish a 
University Grants Commission instead of two independent bodies like 
the Central Council of University Education and a University Grants 
Committee. 

Reply to the suplementary question asked by Mr. M.L Dwivedi 

Maulana Azad: This is a question of reforming the entire educational 
system. The Government want that an agency should be first set up. 
Then they will be in a position to consider the question of introducing 
necessary reforms. The particular issue raised by the hon. Member is 
already before the Government and will soon be considered. 

Shri A.M. Thomas: The hon. Minister remarked on prior occasions 
that in spite of the objections raised by the various Universities to the 
proposed Bill, the Government were not going back upon the introduction 
of that Bill. May 1 know when it will be introduced? Can it be expected 
during the next session? 
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Maulana Azad: The Bill is ready and the Government wanted to 
introduce it m this Session. But as the hon. Member is aware, it is a 
heavy Session and we have been compelled to postpone the introduction 
of the Bill to the next. 

Reply to the suplementaiy question asked by Prof. Dr. C. Sharma 

Maulana Azad: That Commission will be framed only when the 
Bill is passed. 

Shri N.M. Lingman: May I know when the proposed University 
Grants Commission is likely to come into being? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Order, order. I am really sorry hon. members 
who are sitting in the front benches go on talking like this. I do not hear 
a word of what is being said on the one side or the other. How can I get 
along with the proceedings? 

Shri K.K. Basu: They should be removed. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri N.M. Lingam. Will the hon. member 
repeat his question? 

Shri N.M. Lingam: When is the proposed University Grants 
Commission likely to come into being? 

Maulana Azad: When the Bill comes before the House and is 
passed. 
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Maulana Abui Kalam Azad’s replies dated 8-9-1 953 to the 
questions asked in the House of the People 

Educationai. Progkamme 

Shri M.L Dwivedi: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state whether any scheme has been prepared to encourage students 
to undertake manual work and social service as part of their educational 
programme at the University and Secondary education levels as 
recommended by the Conference of Education Ministers and Vice- 
Chancellors? 

(b) If so, when is it likely to be implemented? 

(c) If not, what is the stage of progress of the proposals? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): (a) Yes. Detailed plans, envisaging 
participation of students in manual and social service work on a 
voluntary basis, are being drawn up in consultation with all interested 
in this special field. 

(b) and (c) As soon as the information, which is being collected, 
is ready. 

Replies to the Supplementary questions asked by Mr. Dwivedi' and 
Govind Das^ 

Maulana Azad: Correspondence with the Universities is going on. 
Some schemes have been received and it is hoped that those that are 
being awaited will not take long and the work can be started very soon. 

Maulana Azad: The matter was considered, but it was found that 
if it was made compulsory the effect would not be good and that it would 
be much better if the work was done voluntarily. In fact, the scheme that 
is being prepared now is based on the principle of voluntary participation. 
As far as we could gather, we believe that people are prepared to 
participate voluntarily. 
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Shrimati Jayashri: May I know, Sir, whether the students who will 
be doing this work will be paid their expenses? 

Mr, Deputy-Speaker: Will the students who are asked to do 
manual work be paid? 

Maulana Azad: There is no such provision in the scheme.. 

Replies to the suppL questions asked by Sinha^, Dwivedi^ and Mr, 
Singh^ 

A-Maulana Azad: Those camps were not opened under this 
scheme. This is a different scheme. 

B-Maulana Azad: At this time 1 am not in a position to give the 
names of the Universities. 

C-Maulana Azad: Of their free will. When they joined the colleges 
they joined of their own choice. 

Shri T.S.A. Chettiar: The hon. Minister said that a draft scheme 
had been circulated to different Universities. I hope I have understood 
him correctly. How do they propose to encourage implementation of 
the scheme? Do they offer any monetary help for purchase of raw 
materials or do they propose to give any extra grants to Universities or 
do they propose to withhold grants from Universities which do not 
encourage the scheme? 

Shri K.K, Basu: Everything is scheming. 

Maulana Azad: This work will be done by the Universities which 
alone are the proper agency for it. But the Planning Commission has 
earmarked some funds out of which the expenditure for organising this 
work may be met. 

Shri Veeraswamy: May I know. Sir, what kind of manual work and 
social services students arc expected to do, and whether scavenging 
work is also one of the items? 

Maulana Azad: It is difficult to give an account of all types of work, 
rhe aim is that they will be made to do manual work. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Next question. 


1. Mr. M.L. Dwivcdi. 

2. Seth Govind Das. 

3. Mrs. Tarkeshwari Sinha (A). 

4. Mr. M.L. Dwivcdi (B). 

5. Babu Ram Narayan Singh (C). 
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Joint replies dated 11-9-1953 in the House of People 
by Mauiana Azad and Shri K.D. Malaviya to the 
questions asked in connection with the 
students studying abroad 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the number of Indian students sent abroad for study during the 
financial year 1953-54 on Government scholarship; and 

(b) the number of Indian students who have been awarded fellowships 
by the U.S. Education Foundation in India for the academic year 1953- 
54? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) No Indian student has been sent abroad for 
study on a Government of India Scholarship during the current financial 
year. 

(b) None. I may also be allowed to stale here very briefly the 
various schemes in view of the fact that there are various enquiries 
made by hon. Members of the House about scholarship schemes. 
There are three main scholarship schemes under which people are sent 
abroad for study - academic and practical; 

(1) Modified Overseas Scholarship Scheme. 

(2) Central-State Scholarship Scheme. 

(3) Indo-German Industrial Co-operation Scheme. 

Besides^ there are Technical Exchange Agreements such as the 
Fulbright Agreement. The United States Technical Foundation awards 
each year a number of travel grants to research scholars, professors, 
etc. These are the four schemes under which people go abroad for 
studies. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know. Sir, whether the values of the 
various scholarships are the same? 
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Shri K.D. Malaviya: They are different. Conditions are not similar. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: What is the different in value between the 
various scholarships? 

The Ministe of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad); The old scheme of Overseas Scholarship 
was suspended two years back. Under this new scheme the students 
generally do not get these scholarships; but those University teachers 
whom their respective universities want to send abroad, are selected. In 
such cases half the expenses arc borne by the University and the other 
half by the Central Government. Those junior men in service who are 
desirous of adding to their ability are also selected. Therefore, the reply 
given was that no student was sent during the current year as there was 
no more any scheme for sending students abroad in that way. 

Reply to the Sppl. question by Seth Govind Das 

Maulana Azad: The Government have made full efforts to provide 
them with jobs. I cannot give exact figures at the moment; but 1 think, 
all of them have been provided with jobs. 

Shri Nanadas: In view of the fact that the Central Scholarship 
Board for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes has discontinued 
sending scheduled caste people to foreign countries, may 1 know. Sir, 
what steps have Government taken to send such people for studies 
abroad in the general scheme? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: According to the recommendation of the 
Board, the scholarship for the scheduled castes and tribes is stopped, 
but they are again reconsidering the question as to whether it is possible 
to send scheduled castes and backward class people for studies abroad. 



Document No. 45 


Joint replies dated 11-9-1953 in the House of People by 
Maulana Azad and Shrl K.D. Maiaviya to the questions 
asked in connection with the Adult Blind 
Training Centre 

Shri Radha Raman: (a) Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state the number of students getting training at present at the Adult 
Blind Training Centre, Dehradun? 

(b) What are the different industries in which they are being 
trained? 

Ihe Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientiric Research 
(Shri K.D. Maiaviya): (a) 136. 

(b) Simple cottage-industry-type handicrafts like weaving of cotton 
and woollen textiles, spinning, chair-caning, etc. 

Shri Radha Raman: May I know. Sir, if the Government of India 
has got any statistics about the number of adult blindmen in this 
country? 

Shri K.D. Maiaviya: We have no statistics, but from information 
that is available, it seems (here are about two million blindmen in the 
country. 

Shri Radha Raman: May I know, Sir, from which States the 
blindmen are admitted into this institution? 

Shri K.D. Maiaviya: There is no reservation for any States. 

Shri S.N. Das: In view of the fact that the hon. Minister has stated 
that there is no reservation for any States, may 1 know. Sir, from which 
States the blind adults have come? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Nothing can be said at this stage. 

Shri Muniswamy: May I know. Sir, whether only adults are 
admitted into the School or whether young boys are also admitted? 



Oocumtnts 


113 


Shri K.D. Maiavi)^: Any blind person between the age of 18 and 
40 is eligible for admission. 

Shri Veeraswamy: May I know, Sir, whether there is any 
comprehensive scheme under the consideration of the Government to 
educate all the blind children in different avocations? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The question is “Is there a school for the 
blind children where they are educated in different avocations?” 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Yes, there are such schools for the blind. 

Shri Radha Raman: May I know. Sir, what are the conditions for 
admission of students in this Institute? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I am not aware of any other condition except 
that the blind should be between 18 and 40 years of age. 

Shri Boovaraghasamy: Who bears the expenses of these students 
- Government or the students themselves? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: The expenses are borne by the Government. 

Maulana Azad: The entire expenses of this Centre are borne by the 
Government of India. 

Shri Boovaraghasamy: I am not able to follow this answer. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. It is given in the proper language* - the 
official language of the country. The hon. Member cannot cast aspersion 
at the language which has been accepted as the official language of the 
country. But I will give the information to his question - so far as this 
Centre is concerned, the expenditure is borne by the Central Government. 

Shri Muniswamy: May I know. Sir, whether blind ladies are also 
admitted into the school? 

Maulana Azad: There is no such condition that blind men only can 
be admitted. 
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Oral Answers by Mauiana Azad and Shri K.D. Malaviya in 
the Parliament dated 16-9-1953 to the questions 
raised regarding Delhi Polytechnic 

Shri MX. Dwivedi: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that important changes in the syllabus of the 
Delhi Polytechnic were made in the month of January 1953 and 
examinations held in March 1953; 

(b) how many students appeared in such examinations who had 
taken up subjects in which changes had been made; 

(c) how many of them passed; and 

(d) why such important changes were made in the curriculum and 
syllabus towards the end of the school session? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientinc Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) Certain changes were made in January 1953 
in the syllabus for Degree courses in Engineering, Textile Technology, 
Chemical Engineering and Architecture. The annual examinations fur 
these courses were, therefore, postponed to June 1953. 

(b) and (c) A statement giving the desired information is placed on 
the Table of the House. 

(d) The Delhi University Act came into effect in May 1952, and the 
Faculty of Technology, which, under that Act, had to draw up the 
syllabii and curricula for these courses could not be set up by the 
University before September, 1952. 

Reply to the Supplementary questions asked by Mr. Dwivedi 

1-The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad); I cannot say that ju.st yet, but there will of 
course be a supplementary examination in November. This has been 
conceded by the University. 
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2- Maulana Azad: No, there has been no change. There has been 
a change only in the three subjects to which the question relates. 

STATEMENT 

Name of course Number of Students 


Appeared Passed Passed Failed 

in 

compartment 


(1) 

Bachelor of 59 

Engineering 

45 

11 

3 

(2) 

Bachelor of 30 

Chemical 

Engineering 

14 

11 

5 

(3) 

Bachelor of 30 

Architecture 

20 

7 

3 

(4) 

Bachelor of 32 

Textiles Technology 

6 

7 

19 
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Replies dated 16*9-1953 of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.D. Malaviya to the questions asked 
in Lok Sabha 

Secondary Education Commission’s Report 

Shri A.M. Thomas: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) what steps the Central Government propose to take to implement 
the recommendations of the recent report of the Secondary Education 
Commission; 

(b) whther any immediate steps are contemplated; and 

(c) if so, what are they? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) to (c) The Report to the Secondary Education 
Commission will in the first instance be placed before the Central 
Advisory Board of Education at their next meeting to be held at New 
Delhi in November, 1953, for their consideration. The views expressed 
by the Board will then be considered by the Government of India and 
action will be taken on such recommendations of the Board as are 
finally accepted. 

Shri A.M. Thomas: May I enquire whether a conference on the 
lines of the conference held to consider the University Commission 
Report is contemplated to consider the recommendations of the 
Secondary Education Commission? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: This suggestion will be considered. 

Shri AA4. Hiomas: Some steps are contemplated by the Government 
as part of the Five-Year Plan to relieve educated unemployment by the 
appointment of teachers, etc., by the Centre giving aid. May I enquire 
whether it is the intention of the Government to co-ordinate this 
deviation in the Plan with the recommendations of the Secondary 
Education Commission? 
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Shri K.D« Malavlye: The recent scheme which had been announced 
with regard to solving the problem of unemployment through the 
appointment of teachers has not so much relation with the report of the 
Secondary Education Commission which is before the Government 

Shri A.M* Thomas: One of the recommendations, for instance, of 
the Secondary Education Commission is to set up co-ordination 
committees both at ministerial and lower levels in the States and the 
Centre for the administration of secondary education, and set up a 
Board for teachers’ training. Does the Centre propose to take any 
initiative in the matter? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I shall read the report. Just now I take that 
information from the hon. Member. 

Shri Punnoose: Has Government ^ven any advice to the State 
Governments not to make any changes in the secondary education 
system before these recommendations are examined and finalised by 
the Central Government? 

The Minister of Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Yes. 

Shri Syamnandan Sahaya: Is it proposed to circulate copies of the 
report of the Secondary Education Commission to the Members of this 
House? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: It is a priced publication. Hon. Members aie 
invited to purchase copies. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: May I know what connection there is between 
the report of the Secondary Education Commission and the eight 
educationists, Indian as well as foreign, who are gomg to be sent out 
abroad to study the secondary school education system? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker Is there a proposal to send 8 educationists? 
The hon. Member is assuming that there is a proposal to send 8 
educationists to study the educational system abroad. What is the 
connection between their being sent and this report? Is it based upon 
any recommendation? 

Maulana Azad: There is no connection between the two. The two 
are quite separate. The Commission was appointed to enquire into the 
system of secondary education. Its report has been received. This board 
consisting of eight members will do nothing about it. They would 
deliver lectures on new experiments in education for the benefit of 
secondary school teachers. 
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Prof. D.C. Sharma: May I know what action Government is going 
to take when there is such a great duplication of reports on the 
secondary education system: there is the Acharya Narendra Deva 
report, there is the Bombay report, 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member need not give a list. 

Prof. D.C. Sharma: How is the Government going to co-ordinate 
ail these reports? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: They are considering all these things. 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Education is not a central subject. The States 
are perfectly at liberty to appoint their own committees to go into their 
own problems. We are only helping them by appointing this Commission. 
As soon as we reach certain decisions, we shall communicate our 
decisions as recommendations. 

Shrl Feroze Gandhi: I do not want to ask any question. I only want 
to make a suggestion. 

Some Hon. Members: No suggestion. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I hope the hon. Member is not making any 
suggestion for action. 

Shri Feroze Gandhi: It is only to the Chair: not to the Minister. 1 
would like to suggest that the main question, as it is printed on paper, 
may be answered by the Deputy Minister. But, since Members are 
taking so much interest, the supplementaries may be answered by the 
Minister. 

Maulana Azad: Why should I get up again and again unnecessarily? 
I give a reply whenever necessary. 

Shri C. Bhatt: May I know whether the State Governments have 
sent their recommendations keeping in view the report of the Secondary 
Education Commission, for meeting the unemployment problem, in 
view of the recommendations made by the Planning Commission? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I am afraid Government cannot commit 
themselves just now about anything which has been published in the 
report. 1 will advise the hon. Member to wail for a little time. 

Shrimatl A. Kale: May 1 know whether in the eight people that are 
going to be sent abroad for studying the secondary education systems 
you have included any women? 

Maulana Azad: Yes. 

Shri Syamnandan Sahuya: What will be the main functions of this 
new committee which has been set up not only to go abroad, but also 
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round the different provinces and States in this country in connection 
with the recommendations of the Secondary Education Commission? 
There is a little confusion in our mind. We would like the matter to be 
clarified. 

Maulana Azad: There is no connection between the two. It is the 
same party consisting of eight members. It includes four experts from 
abroad and four from India. They will be lecturing to teachers and head- 
masters of sdiooLs on new experiments in and new methods of education. 
They have nothing to do with the inquiry about secondary education. 

Shri Syamnandan Sahaya: May I take it, Sir, that the 
recommendations of the Secondary Education Commission will be 
implemented without waitmg for any suggestion by this new Committee? 

Maulana Azad: Certainly, yes. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. There is no question of waiting. 

Reply to the Supplementary question asked by Mr. Dhulekar 

Maulana Azad: There is no connection between the two. The 
Commission was appointed to survey the entire field of secondary 
education and to state whether or not it is in need of being changed in 
any way and if so, what the changes should be. This eight-member party 
would only be lecturing to the teachers on the system of education. As 
I have drawn the attention of the House to this fact twice already, this 
party has nothing to do with the enquiry into secondary education. 

Shri AJVL Thumas: Some of the recommendations of this Commisaon 
are intimately connected with University education. May I enquire 
whether the Government intend to take these recommendations also 
into consideration in drafting the University Bill? 

Maulana Azad: Yes, the Government will also take that into 
consideration. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad and Mr. K.D. Malaviya In the 
House of People to the questions asked 
on 16-9-1953 

United States Educational Foundation 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether the Government of India have endorsed a programme 
of the United States Educational Foundation to offer advanced courses 
to trained teachers and headmasters of Indian Schools; 

(b) whether some educationists and teachers of U.SA. have 
arrived in India under the auspices of that Educational Foundation to 
offer training in those courses; and 

(c) where those courses wll be held and what would be their 
duration? 

The Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (1) Patna Training College, Patna for the Eastern India region. 

(2) Prantiya Shiksan Mahavidyalaya, Jabalpur for the Central and 
Northern India region. 

(3) Teachers’ Training College, Baroda for the Western and 
Northern India region. 

(4) Teachers’ College, Mysore, for the Southern India region. 

The duration of the Course at each Centre is programmed for eight 

weeks. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know, Sir, the obligations which the 
Government of India or the State Governments will have to undertake 
for running this scheme? 
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The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): There is an educational foundation of the 
U.S. in India. This plan originated with them. When the idea was 
communicated to the State Governments they liked it. The burden of 
expenditure involved in working it will not fall on our shoulders, barring 
the minor expenses that may be incidental to their stay over there. 

Kumari Annie Mascarene: May 1 know, Sir, whether Government 
has any idea of stopping the infiltration of foreigners into the country 
and of encouraging indigenous talent? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: I do not think this question is very relevant in 
so far as our attempts to get people from outside who can teach us 
something or from whom we can learn something are concerned. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May I know, Sir, what is the special 
object of getting them? Are they going to teach us any particularly new 
subject on which research is being carried on? Otherwise, what is the 
object? 

Shri K.D, Malaviya: As I said, the idea is to bring our teachers and 
school administrators in touch with the latest advancement in secondary 
education. 

Shri K.K. Basu: May I know whether the syllabus is fianlised by our 
authorities or is left entirely to the Foundation? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Naturally, the Foundation people have their 
say. 

Maulana Azad: This is a mixed party, some of whose members are 
foreigners and some Indians. 

Shri Punnoose: Can I know the common features in our educational 
system and that of the U.S A.., and also other conditions existing in India 
and the U.S A. which would facilitate and make this course beneficial 
to us? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken How can that be answered? 

Shri Punnoose: What is the fun of inviting these experts here when 
our system is quite different, and our conditions are quite different? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Who is to decide about this matter? I am in 
difficulty here. Shall we go into the whole length of the syllabus? So long 
as the Government is in office, you must leave something to them. So, 
we need not go into details as to what is the exact position, what is the 
difference and so on. Generally if there is no discretion at all allowed 
to the Government, I think the Government may go out of office. 
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Shri Punnoose: No, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken I am not worried. A general kind of discourse 
on education, what is the difference between this syllabus and that 
syllabus, why a person is brought in and so on - 1 do not think these will 
arise on a question of this nature. 

Shri V.P. Nayan It is not a question of money alone. It is also a 
question of policy. We are entitled to know. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker I cannot allow policy matters. Hon. Members 
will read and re-read the Rules. I cannot allow discussion on policy 
matters to be taken up in the Question-hour on a question. 

Shri Joachim Alva rose — 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have allowed so many questions. The hon. 
Member is a little late. 

Shri Joachim Alva: I got up thrice, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker All right. 

Shri Joachim Alva: Before Government accepted this invitation, 
did Government realise that by sending our teachers or our Headmasters 
they would be liable for being indoctrinated with the American system 
of education, especially the campus life with its attendant evils? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Under this scheme, we have not sent anyone 
abroad, instead experts are coming from abroad 
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Maulana Azad’s address dated 21-9-1953 at the laying 
Foundation Stone of the 12th National Institute, 
Pilani (Rajasthan) 

We have met today to lay the foundation-stone of the 12th National 
Institute started under the auspices of the Council of ScicntiHc and 
Industrial Research. Though the Council was set up in 1942, it is only 
since 1949 that its programme of expansion began in real earnest. In the 
five years since then, eleven National Laboratories have already been 
set up and are functioning in different parts of the country. The 
establishment of the 12th institute therefore means that the Council has 
been setting up more than two institutes a year. I am sure you will agree 
that this is a rate of progress which, judged by any standard, cannot be 
considered slow, especially if we remember that each of the National 
Laboratories has conformed to the highest standards and compares 
favourably with similar institutions in any other part of the world. 

The Electronic Engineering Re.search Institute, which is being 
brought into being today, will fill a lacuna in one of the basic fields of 
modern scientific research in India. During the last two decases, and 
particularly during the last World War, electronic research progressed 
a rapid rate and there is no field of science or industry that has not been 
aided by electronic research. Electronics has played a notable part in 
the developments which took place during the war for the radio 
location of aircrafts and submarines. Electronic machines are employed 
to solve complicated equations and save much laborious calculations. 
Problems which would require a band of mathematicians years to solve 
are dealt with by these machines in hours. In industry, electronic 
equipment has been used to melt metals, case-harden them, heat 
plastics and control chemical proccs.ses. Elecronics is also responsible 
for rapid strides in the field of radio communication and television. In 
a word, the development of electronics has become of fundamental 
importance both from the point of view of theoretical research and the 
application of its results to practical affairs. 
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Against this background of developments in other countries, India 
unfortunately has little to show. Research in radio and electronics has 
been confined only a few centres like the Calcutta University Institute 
of Electronics, the National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi, and the 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay. These centres 
cannot, however, meet all our needs. There is not only scope but an 
urgent necessity to set up an institute specialising in this vast field. 
Notwithstanding the fact that certain investigations sponsored by the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research and other bodies have 
demonstrated the possibility of using indigenous material for the 
manufacture of component parts of the radio, it has been found that the 
necessary progress is not possible >vithout a separate institution devoting 
itself entirely to this field. 

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research therefore appointed 
a committee with Sri Kasturbhai Lalbhai as Chairman and Drs. S.S. 
Bhatnagar, H.J. Bhabha, K.S. Krishnan and J.C. Ghosh to report on (a) 
the priority to be accorded to research in radio and electronic engineering; 
(b) the possibility of having one or more production centres for these 
materials; (c) the best location of the proposed industrial undertaking 
and other points; and (d) the financial provision, both of a capital and 
recurring nature, required for the Institute. The Committee have, after 
careful consideration, recommended that, for the present, a sum of 
Rs. 25 lakh should be provided towards capital expenditure for the 
Institute and Rs. 5 lakh per annum for recurring expenditure. 

Dr. S.S. Bhatnagar, Director, Scientific and Industrial Research, 
with his characteristic energy discussed the proposal with Sri G.D. Birla 
and was able to secure a generous donation of Rs. 21 lakh non* 
recurring and Rs. 50,000 recurring from the Birla Education Trust 
towards the establishment of the Central Electronics Engineering 
Research Institute. The Trust have already acquired a plot of over 700 
bighas at a cost of approximately Rs, 1,50,000 for the establishment of 
the Institute at Pilani. The Birla family is well known for its generosity 
and this fresh gift in a public cause will be appreciated throughout India. 

Some of you may have wondered why Pilani was chosen for the 
location of the Institute. Now that you have visited the place and seen 
the many fine educational institutions that have been built up here, 1 am 
sure you will agree that the choice has been the right one. For the 
expeditious execution of the programme, a local Planning Committee 
has been constituted with the Directtxr, Scientific and Industrial Research, 
as its Chairman, Sri G.D. Birla, Lala Sri Ram, Dr. K.S. Krishnan, Dr. 
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D.S. Kothari and Colonel S.D. Pande as its members, and the Planning 
Officer as its Secretary. 

The object of the Institute will be to conduct research on the 
utilisation of indigenous raw materials and to evolve processes on a 
pilot-plant scale to see if they would make reliable and quality components. 
The Institute will also conduct investigations on the development and 
use of electronic circuits to facilitate and improve the efficiency of all 
indigenous industries, to build standard electronic instruments for test 
purposes, to develop special radio circuits, to develop electronic apparatus 
for medical profession, to conduct experiments on communications, 
radar and other equipment, to develop and build acoustic instruments, 
and to utilise electronics for industrial purposes. The Institute will 
undertake projects sponsored by industries or initiate investigations, 
depending on the urgency of the problem for the benefit of industries. 

The Institute will ultimately have a number of divisions and 
sections dealing with: 

(1) electronic circuits; 

(2) communication equipment; 

(3) industrial electronics; 

(4) electronic components; 

(5) thermionic valves; 

(6) electronic instruments; 

(7) medical apparatus; 

(8) acoustic-audio equipment; 

(9) theatre and studio equipment; and 

(10) very high frequency equipment. 

1 now request the Prime Minister to lay the foundation-stone of the 
Central Electronics Engineering Research Institute. 
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Maulana Azad’s Broadcast dated 30-9-1953 from 
All India Radio 

Of the problesm which claimed our special attention after 
independence, one of the most important was that of national education 
and what may be called its system or pattern. We hear today an almost 
universal cry that there is something wrong with our educational 
system, that it has failed to meet the demands of the situation and 
therefore needs to be reformed. But, in spirit of this feeling, there are 
very few people who have actually thought over the problem and are 
able to say what exactly is wrong with the .system and in what manner 
it should be reformed. 

An obvious defect, which should be evident to every one, is that the 
general education available to the common people is neither adequate, 
nor appropriate to their needs, and the privileged minority who are 
fortunate enough to receive higher education in the universities cannot 
be usefully employed. The result is that of the thousands of graduates 
who are turned out by our universities every year, a large proportion is 
unable to secure employment and is forced to join the ranks of the 
unemployed. There are at present about 3 to 3-'/2 lakhs of .students 
receiving education in our universities. Thi.s is by no means a large 
number for a country with a population of about 35 crores, and yet there 
is somewhere so radical a defect in our .system that even this small 
number cannot find useful employment. 

Unfortunately, the main objective of those who seek higher education 
in our country is to secure government service. It is obvious that the 
Government cannot give jobs to ail. The result is that our educational 
system, instead of enabling people to become useful members of 
society, makes them superfluous and turns what should be an asset into 
a liability. If many of these educated persons had received no education, 
they could at least have earned their livelihood by some kind of manual 
labour. As it is, they cannot do even that. 

Let me now, in the few minutes that arc available to me, tell you 
what I think about this matter. 
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Every individual has a right to an education that will enable him to 
develop his faculties and live a full human life. Such education is the 
birth right of every citizen. A state cannot claim to have discharged its 
duty till it has provided for every single individual the means to the 
acquisition of knowledge and self-betterment. For education up to this 
standard, the question of requirements of society does not arise, nor 
can we provide facilities only in accordance with the existing demands. 
Every individual, unconditionally and without qualifications, is entitled 
to education up to this stage. To my mind, the requisite standard for 
such education is the secondary stage and I am convinced that regardless 
of the question of employment, the State must make available to all 
citizens the facilities of education up to the secondary stage. 

There are three stages in this secondary education - elementary, 
middle and higher. Of these, elementary and middle are the more 
important because the foundation of the entire edifice of national 
education is laid in these two early stages. If the foundation is weak or 
wrongly laid, the rest of the structure is insecure or faulty. For these two 
stages we have accepted the pattern of basic education which is of great 
importance to the whole structure of our national education. To the 
extent to which we are able to implement effectively this pattern, we 
shall succeed in reforming the entire structure. 

Beyond this stage, the position is somewhat different. When we 
consider the facilities for higher education in a Sate, we must match of 
the facilities to the needs of society. Any maladjustment between 
demand and supply at this stage would create problems which the State 
must at all costs seek to avoid. Apart from any other reason, the 
provision of higher education is so expensive that no State can afford to 
increase the number of persons receiving such education beyond what 
it can absorb. In the field of economics, there is always a close 
correlation between demand and supply. Any deviation from such 
correlation leads to social crises. In the field of higher education, we 
must accept the same law and fashion the supply according to the 
demands of society. If the supply is less than the demand, the progress 
of society is impeded; if it is more, there is unemployment. A fundamental 
defect of our educational system is that this very obvious and important 
consideration is overlooked. A university degree has been made a 
necessary qualification for government service, with the result that 
everyone runs after a degree and, having secured it, is faced with the 
disillusionment that what he spent his years and money on is not of 
much value in the market. 
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If we wish to avoid these unfortunate consequences, we should so 
organise our system of education that the majority of our people, having 
passed through the secondary stage, are able to engage themselves in 
the various professions, industries, handicrafts, etc., and only a small 
number which is considered adequate to the needs of society, go on to 
the universities for higher education. It is obvious that we cannot 
forcibly prevent people from joining the universities, but we can 
certair^y create such conditions as will eliminate the present unhealthy 
inducements which lure so many students into the universities, not for 
the sake of knowledge but for the sake of degrees. It is unnecessary for 
me, nor is there sufficient time, to discuss this point in more detail. 

There is, however, in this connection one more question which 
naturally arises. Is the present exaggerated emphasis on university 
degrees as a qualification for government service justified? The fact 
that a university degree is a necessary condition for government service 
has led people to look upon university degrees as a passport to 
government service. Those who join universities do so not to cultivate 
talent but to secure this passport. This state of affairs has had its 
repercussions on our universities also. Consciously or unconsciously an 
atmosphere was created which inevitably brought their standards 
down. Gradually a mental attitude was developed which seemed to say: 
'*Let us have as many students as we can get and let as many as possible 
be given degrees.*’ The natural result was that the standards of education 
steadily declined and how low they have become can be easily judged 
by those who are in a position to test the merit of our present-day 
graduates. 

We know that in other countries government servants are not 
recruited in this fashion. In England, for example, while degrees are a 
necessary qualification for certain posts requiring professional training, 
as in the case of doctors, professors, engineers and the like, for other 
appointments the only qualifications deemed necessary are of age and 
of particular ability for the post. A university degree as such is not an 
essential condition. 

It is time that we too in India considered seriously the adoption of 
a similar procedure of recruitment. Why should we continue to regard 
the university degree as a passport to service? Our stress should be on 
nol on v\ve ijos»sts^\on ol n One 

^'btntnission'^ouid ev^ve methods of testing such ability. For example, 
in the case of jobs for which it is necessary today for a candidate to be 
a BA., we may lay down that a candidate’s general ability and knowledge 
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should be equal to that of a graduate, so that while we ensure that we 
get the right people for right jobs, the present unhealthy emphasis on 
degrees will be replaced by that on ability. This alone will go a long way 
in changing the mentality of our students. 

We have, of course, to bear in mind that, so far as professional 
services are concerned, the acquisition of a university degree will 
continue to be necessary. We should allow no relaxation in this matter. 
We cannot accept a doctor or an engineer or a professor except on the 
basis of his academic qualifications. It is only in the case of appointments 
of a general nature which require no special or technical qualifications 
that we have to change the procedure of recruitment. 

There is no doubt that such a change would add considerably to the 
work of our Public Service Commissions who will have to hold examinations 
for appointments. It may be necessary for us to increase the number of 
Public Service Commissions, but whatever arrangements may prove to 
be necessary, the step is worth taking. 

Let me briefly recapitulate what I have said: 

(1) We have to remould our system of education and so organise it 
that a great majority of our people, after completing their 
.secondary education, should be absorbed in the various professions, 
industries, handicrafts, etc. Only a small proportion should 
pursue higher education in the universities and their number 
should not exceed the capacity of the society to make good use 
of them. 

(2) The most urgent and important changes needed are in our 
system of secondary education. Our present system of secondary 
education was conceived as a stepping stone to the universities. 
What we want now is a system of secondary education which will 
not be a mere means to somethmg else but an end in itself. 

(3) We have accepted the pattern of basic education, of which the 
main idea is that learning should be not merely through books 
but through some form of manual work. This principle should 
be given effect to throughout the secondary education stage and 
should, in fact, become the basic principle of our national 
education. 

J Smcewe propose loc\vax^e the s\\apeoio\u secondary educal^^^ 

it is necessary that it should not be cast in a single rigid mould. 
It should have sufficient elasticity to meet the different needs of 
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different groups of people. Hie Secondary Educaticn Commission 
has made some very valuable recommendations in this respect 
which need to be seriously considered. 

(5) We have also to consider whether the present insistence on 
degrees as a necessary condition for government service should 
be continued or modified. 

The problem of how best to improve the standards of our university 
education is no less important, but the limited time at my disposal 
prevents me from dwelling on it. 
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Maulana Azad’s Address at the 20th annual meeting 
of C.A.B.E, held in New Delhi On 9-1M953 

I am glad to welcome you again to this the twentieth meeting of the 
Central Advisory Board of Education. I regret that it has not been 
possible to call the meeting earlier. When it became clear that it could 
not be held before August or September, I decided that we should wait 
till the Report of the Secondary Education Commission had been 
published and made available to the members for consideration. This, 
as you know, was submitted at the end of August and the Board will 
therefore have an opportunity to consider it at this meeting. I have, 
however, directed that in future the meetings of the Central Advisory 
Board should be held every year in the third week of January. 

All educationists today are concerned at the evident lack of 
adjustment between the educational system and the needs of the 
community. The problem has assumed gigantic proportions today but 
its origin must be traced to the beginning of modern education in India. 

When the modern system of education was fashioned for the 
councry, sufficient attention was not paid to our needs and ideals. There 
was no National Government and hence the system of education that 
was built up looked more to the needs of the Government than to the 
needs of the people of the country. Though the East India' Company, on 
becoming the rulers of the country, accepted the need of providing 
education in the modern sciences, the main need of the Company was 
to train up a number of English-educated persons who could help it in 
carrying on the administration of the country. Education was therefore 
organised to ensure the supply of an adequate number of English- 
educated Indians, and the attention of the Government was concentrated 
on providing higher education needed for the training of such personnel 
Since, however, it is impossible to have students at a higher stage unless 
they have gone through the stages of elementary and secondary 
education, the Company made some provision for education at these 
stages as well, but the emphasis was nevertheless on higher education 
and the other stages were subsidiary and subservient to it. 
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So long as the number of persons educated in English was not 
larger than that required by Government, there was no problem of the 
educated unemployed. This situation continued till the beginning of the 
20th century. An English-educated Indian was then almost sure of a job 
but already a situation was developing when the supply of Indians with 
university education was tending to become larger than the demand. 
Government service could not absorb all educated Indians nor had 
there been any development of commerce and industry which could 
profitably use such personnel. In the last few decades, this problem had 
steadily become more acute. We therefore find a growing volume of 
criticism against the prevalent sytem of education and one cannot deny 
that this criticism is, to a large extent, justified. If the result of education 
is to create a situation where society is not able to utilise the services of 
the educated there is obviously some defect which must be remedied. 
Increasing stress is now being placed on technical education but the 
position has not eased as there is no clear picture of how the national 
industries would develop. The result is that there is growing unemplo>Tncnt 
among persons educated not only in the academic disciplines but also 
in various technical subjects. We find that the surplus over requirements 
is increasing every day. Since there is no alternative mode of utilising 
this body of educated personnel, the result is a growing volume of 
dissatisfaction in society and a sense of frustration among young men 
and women who have received the highest training available in the 
country. 

It is, of course, true that if we consider India’s total population, the 
number of persons who are receiving higher education is by no means 
large. If only 3.5 lakhs of students are in the universities in a population 
of over 350 millions, no one can say that the number of university 
students is too great. Since, however, the present state of the country’s 
development in agriculture, industry and commerce does not enable us 
to provide gainful employment even for this small number, it has 
become a burden for society. Today, our universities are like factories 
which are turning out products that do not conform to the demands of 
the society in either number or quality. It is therefore necessary to carry 
out changes in higer education which will, by carrying out improvements 
in both directions, enable society to utihse the talent and training of the 
men and women who are receivmg education beyond the school stage. 

The need for educational reform has been voiced from every side 
but those who plead for such reform do not generally have any clear or 
concrete picture before them. There is a general desire that something 
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should be done for the reform of education but few know what that 
“something” ought to be. It is therefore necessary to survey the whole 
field of education and prepare a comprehensive plan of positive 
reconstruction of education so that we can maintain, for the country, 
the progresss that has been envisaged after the attainment of independence. 

I would in this context like to place before you my conception of the 
function of education in society. Every individual has a right to an 
education that will enable him to develop his faculties and live a full 
human life. Such education is the birthright of every citizen. A state 
cannot claim to have discharged its duty till it has provided for every 
single individual the means to knowledge and self-betterment. For 
education up to this standard, the question of requirements of society 
does not arise, nor can we provide facilities only in accordance with the 
existing demands. Every individual, unconditionally and without 
qualifications, is entitled to education up to this stage. To my mind, the 
requisite standard for such education is the secondary stage and I am 
convinced that regardless of the question of employment, the State 
must make available to all citizens the facilities of education up to the 
secondary stage. 

Beyond this stage, the position is somewhat different. When we 
consider the facilities for higher education in a State, we must match the 
facilities to the needs of society. Any maladjustment between demand 
and supply at this stage would create problems which the State must at 
all costs seek to avoid. Apart from any other reason, the provision of 
higher education is so expensive that no State can afford to increase the 
number of persons receiving such education beyond what it can absorb. 
In the field of economics, there is always a close correlation between 
demand and supply. Any deviation from such correlation leads to social 
crises. In the field of higher education, we must accept the same law and 
regulate the supply according to the demands of society. 

Since the attainment of independence, the Government of India 
have been conscious of the need of preparing a comprehensive blue- 
print for educational reconstruction. Some steps in that direction have 
already been taken. You are aware that during these five years we have 
appointed two high-power commissions to enquire into the problems 
of university and secondary education and make recommendations for 
their improvement and reform. The problem of elementary education 
has also been repeatedly considered, and there is a consensus of 
opinion that it should be of the basic pattern. The Government have 
already taken a decision in this behalf, and the time has come when 
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similar decisions must be taken in the field of university and secondary 
education. 

I have already said that the provision of secondary education must 
be universal and without any reference to any special needs of society. 
This, however, demands a reform of the system which will enable the 
vast majority of the people to fmd in it a satisfying and complete stage 
of education. The Commission whose report was recently published 
and which you are going to consider today has recommended that 
secondary education should be reorganised. It must be the completion 
of education for the vast majority of people. At present it is only a 
stepping stone to education in the universities. In future it must be for 
the majority the entrance to life in various industries* crafts and 
professions and serve as an entrance to higher education only for a 
select minority. For a proper and healthy development of society, it is 
necessary that the vast numbers who are in elementary and secondary 
schools accept the responsibility of various traditional occupations in 
accordance with their taste, aptitude and training. There must also be 
unambiguous recognition by society that all professions are socially 
valuable and a person is to be honoured if he performs the duties of his 
station with competence and sincerity. If we are to ensure equal respect 
for various professions and provide that the majority seek such professions 
at the end of secondary stage of education, it is necessary to reorganise 
secondary education to provide for a variety of diversified courses. I 
think that one of the most valuable recommendations of the Secondary 
Education Commission is the insistence that every student at the 
secondary level must learn some craft irrespective of the fact whether 
he or she aims at adopting it as a profession or not. 

Such a reorganisation of secondary education presupposes and will 
be facilitated by a further expansion and improvement of basic education. 
I have already stated that it is an accepted policy of the Government that 
education at the elementary level shall be of the basic pattern. The real 
object of basic education is to train up children as members of a 
community and develop in them habits of co-operative action for the 
social good. While the ideals of basic education have been accepted by 
the Centre and the States, I regret to say that the implementation of the 
programme has not been as rapid as we would wish. Greater emphasis 
must be placed on the early conversion of all elementary education to 
the basic pattern, but we must, at the same time, remember that this can 
succeed only if basic education is conceived in an imaginative and 
creative way. One of the reasons for the inadequate response of the 
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State and the community to the appeal of basic education has been the 
rigidity of outlook of some of the advocates of this pattern of education. 
We have to recognise that all education is and must always be an 
experiment. Basic education is a great experiment and we have to 
recognise the fact that it has not yet been carried out on a sufficiently 
wide basis. We must be prepared to develop, modif>' and adapt it to 
meet the divergent needs of town and village, of industrial and agricultural 
areas and of the different parts of the country, some of which are 
coastal, some mountanous and some riparian and some arid or semi- 
arid. We must also recognise that there are differences in taste and 
aptitude of children and there are some who are more practical-minded 
while others have a greater predilection for abstract or artistic activities. 

The most important consideration for the reform of university 
education appears to be to limit the number of students who enter their 
portals. 1 have already said that the present number of such students 
cannot be regarded as excessive but we have to ensure that with the 
expansion of elementary and secondary education there is no inordinance 
increase in these numbers till the necessary agricultural, industrial and 
commercial development has taken place to sustain a larger number of 
highly trained personnel. The chief aim of university education must 
therefore be consolidation and improvement. 

One of the important measures for reform of university education 
is the need to dissociate the possession of a degree from the conditions 
of service. At present, nobody can hope to gel a responsible post 
without a degree. The result is that everyone wants to enter a university, 
not for the pursuit of knowledge but in order to secure a passport to a 
job. The result of such insistence has been that instead of an emphasis 
on study and self-improvement, educational institutions have tended to 
emphasise the securing of a degree by some means or other. Not only 
have educational standards been lowered and all kinds of malpractices 
encouraged but students have missed the very purpose of education and 
concentrated on the acquisition of a degree without considering the 
means to it. It is not surprising that in this background students have 
continually pressed for an increase in the percentage of passes. The 
universities also have consciously or unconscioulsy fallen in line and 
without adequate attention to standards striven to increase the number 
of passes in various examinations. There has been, in consequence, a 
slackness both in admission to the universities and in examinations 
conducted by them. 

After considering all aspects, it is today my considered judgement 
that, except for professional services, the possession of a degree should 
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not be a pre-requisite for appointment to government service. I can 
understand that we may have to make an exception in the case of 
professional jobs. In the case of an engineer, a medical man, a 
technician or a teacher, it is not enough that the practitioner has merely 
the necessaty theoretical knowledge. In their case, the discipline of 
studying such subjects for a number of years under proper guidance and 
supervision is essential for the successful performance of their duties. 
Leaving aside such professional services, I do not see any justification 
for insisting on a degree for appointment to other posts, especially 
where such posts are filled by the Public Service Commission or the 
State Public Service Commissions, as constituted today, cannot cope 
adequately with the volume of work which will devolve on them if this 
proposal is implemented, but we can meet this difficulty by establishing 
two or more Boards for the recruitment of personnel at different levels. 
It appears to me almost self-evident that since such Boards do, in any 
case, conduct examinations for recruitment to the services, the demand 
for the possession of a degree is very largely unnecessary. For example, 
in the case of jobs for which it is necessary today for a candidate to be 
a BA., we may lay down that a candidate’s general ability and knowledge 
should be equal to that of a graduate, so that while we ensure that we 
gel the right people for right jobs, the present unhealthy emphasis on 
degrees will be replaced by that on ability. 

With the increase in the number of pupils at the elementary and 
secondary stage, this will mean that a smaller proportion will be 
provided with facilities for education at the higher stage. The corollary 
to this is that ability, and ability alone, must be the criterion for entry 
into the universities and other institutions of higher learning. Today 
very often it is the financial position of the family which decides whether 
a student is to go to the university or not. With limitation of numbers, 
we must ensure that poverty is not a ban on entering a university. This 
demands a much larger provision of stipends and scholarships for 
meritorious students. The additional expenditure will have to be met by 
the State and we must explore different alternatives to f ^nd the necessary 
resources. One suggestion which occurs to me is that the less meritorious 
but more affluent student may be required to pay higher fees. In any 
case for raising these fees provided the number of scholarships and 
stipends are simultaneously inaeased to ensure that poor but meritorious 
students are not shut out of the universities. 

It appears to me that increasing emphasis will have to be placed on 
providing higher education in the field of agriculture, medicine, 
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engineering, technology and science. This does not, however, mean that 
we can afford to ne^ect the humanities. No nation can survive if it 
neglects the discipline of the spirit. We must therefore ensure that the 
increasing emphasis on science and technology does not lead to any 
reduction in the facilities for education in the liberal arts. The Government 
of India are fully aware of the importance of encouraging higher 
education in all these Helds, and a small beginning has been made by 
providing a number of scholarships to encourage research in science 
and industry, and you will be glad to hear that from the current year it 
is proposed to institute similar scholarships for research and further 
studies in the humanities also. 

The educational picture I have is that of universal education of the 
basic pattern for all children of school age, followed by a diversified 
secondary education. Thereafter, we must have, for a select minority, 
facilities for higher education in all fields of arts and science and see 
that this is of the highest standard. 

We have been stressing for years the need for educational reform, 
but so far no practical step could be taken in this direction. We can no 
longer afford to delay and must immediately set in motion an effective 
machinary for reform. The University Education Commission’s Report 
has been with us for the last four years and we have recently received 
the Report of the Secondary Education Commission as well. We must 
now seriously consider how best to implement the recommendations of 
these two Commissions as soon as possible. 1 would like you to give first 
priority to this question in your discussions. 

It was important in this connection to create an effective and 
permanent agency to supervise the standards of university education 
and to co-ordinate them. Accordingly, the Government of India are 
selling up a University Grants Commission of which the formal 
announcement will be made very soon. The Commission will be a 
statutory body. The necessary Bill will be presented in Parliament in the 
coming budget session. But since it is necessary that the Commission 
should begin to function without delay, the Government have decided 
to set it up immediately on the basis of a Resolution passed last year. 
After the Bill is passed, the Commission’s scope and powers will be 
extended in conformity with it and its composition enlarged. 
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Maulana’s views expressed in the Pariiament, dated 
14-12<1953 by participating in discussion raised 
regarding the special Marriage Biii and his 
appeal to postpone the same for some time. 

His reply to the questions raised further 
in this connection 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): I think that in vdew of the trend the Debate 
has taken just now it will not be proper to carry it on any further. It 
would be better to postpone it for the present and to take up some other 
item, so that we might be in a positiem to consider the issue dispassionately 
at a later stage. 

Dr. Lanka Sundaram: Long live the Speaker: 

Mr. Deputy*Speaken Order, order. The matter has been taken up. 
May I suggest to the Deputy Leader to make a formal motion that this 
matter do stand over to some other date or be adjourned to some other 
date? The House must approve of that. 

Shri S.S. More: He can make a motion. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The Law Minister may make a motion. 

Dr. N.B. Khare: On a point of information, Sir, if I want to shine 
your shoe, who can prevent me? 

Shri Biswas: I do not quite follow the suggestion that was made by 
the hon. Deputy Leader. Unfortunately, 1 could not understand the 
language. 

Maulana Azad: My proposal was that it should be postponed. 

Shri Biswas: If the suggestion is, Sir, that we might sit round a 
Table and discuss the matter and that the motion may stand over for a 
day or two, that is one thing that I can appreciate; instead of letting off 
air on the floor of the House, it is much better if we could examine and 
come to a sensible decision. {Interruption). An I am confident that the 
principle which is found here in this Resolution represents a sensible 
decision 
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Some Hon. Members: No, no. 

Shri Biswas: emulating the action of this very House in this 

respect. However, I have no objection to the matter being held over if 
it is to be discussed in a cool atmosphere, and in an absolutely 
dispassionate attitude. It is no use bringing your closed minds to a 
question on the plea of taking time to discuss it. 

Sardar Hukam Singh: (Kapurthala-Bhatinda); Sir, I take objection 
to the implications of the statement of the hon. Law Minister. He has 
heard us say that this House takes strong objection to the Resolution 
passed by the other House. At the same time, it has been stressed that 
that Resolution expresses a sensible decision which means that our 
objection is something else than sensible. I do not think it should be 
allowed to be stated here in regard to a discussion that has taken place. 

Some Hon. Members: Withdraw. 

Shri Biswas: I have said that what I have done, I have done as a 
sensible sentient being. {Intemiption) 

Shri K.C. Sodhia (Sagar); Is this not sensible? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 

Maulana Azad: I beg to move: 

“That the debate on the motion may be adjourned.” 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi (Hamirpur Distt.); On a point of order. Sir.... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker Order, order. Here is a motion for adjournment 
of this debate. 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi: I have a point of order. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have heard that point of order relating to 
the Resolution as sensible. I shall put this motion to the House first. 
Then, I shall come to the point of order later. 

Maulana Azad: Til! tomorrow or for two days. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Today is the 14ih. Until the 16th. All right. 
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Homage paid to Shri H.N. Shastri dated 14*1 2-1 953 

Maulana Azad: Our hearts just now are borne down by a fresh 
grief. The air accident that occurred at Nagpur two days ago resulted in 
the loss of 13 lives and it is a matter of deep sorrow that one of our dear 
comrades, an active member of this House, Shri Harihar Nath Shastri 
was also a victim of this accident. The deceased had been a valiant 
soldier in the country’s fight for freedom. He was still engaged in his 
studies when the movement started under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. He gave up his education and jumped into the field. He came 
into that field a number of times and courted imprisonment on a 
number of occasions. Then he completed his studies at Benaras. 
Thereafter, instead of worrying about himself or about his family and 
engaging in some service or business, as might have been expected, he 
dedicated his life to the service of the country and for that too he chose 
a field that was best with difficulties. He devoted himself to the service 
of labour. He made the good and the welfare of the workers his goal in 
life. For years he had been engaged in this work not only in this country 
but also abroad, where he participated in the work of international 
organisations as India’s representative. Although he certainly had the 
good of the workers at heart he was not one of those people who 
allowed themselves to be swayed over to any one side. He was also 
conscious of the difficulties of the Government, of the factories and of 
the industry and it was his constant endeavour, while keeping the good 
of the workers in view, to adopt the course of moderation and to see 
things in their right perspective. 

I am sure we are all equally feeling the sorrow caused by his 
separation from us and that every member of the House has heartfelt 
sympathy for his survivors. 



Document No. 54 


Maulana Azad’s clarification dated 16-12-1953 in Parliament 
regaridng his motion, made in connection with the 
postponement of the Debate on the 
Special Marriage Bill 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and ScientiHc 
Research (Maulana Azad); Sir, the motion that 1 made that day was 
simply to the effect that the issue might be put off for the present and 
that it should come up on the 16th. If the hon. lady Member had some 
other plan in view I cannot be held responsible for that. 
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Mauiana Azad’s Address dated 28-12-1953 at the first 
meeting of the University Grants Commission, held 
in New Delhi 

I am glad to welcome you to the first meeting of the University 
Grants Commission. 

In accordance with one of the recommendations of the Central 
Advisory Board of Education, the Government of India decided in 1945 
to set up a Umveraty Grants Committee. The functions of this Committee 
were confined to the three Central Universities and it was only an 
advifiory body. There were several non-officials who were members but 
they acted on a part-time basis and there was only one whole-time 
officer who acted as Secretary for the Committee. With this limited 
personnel and the circumscribed powers, it was not surprising that the 
University Grants Committee was not able to make any effective 
contribution to the development of University education. In 1947, the 
Committee was reconstituted with somewhat enlarged membership 
but since the functions and the official a.ssistancc remained more or less 
the same, this Committee also did not prove effective. 

In 1952, the Government of India therefore decided to set up a re- 
constituted University Grants Cummis.sion with a full-time Chairman 
and full-time Secretary and with enlarged membership. It was intended 
that this Commisskm should look m^y after the four Central Universities 
and be entrusted with the following functions: 

(1) to advise the Government on the allocation of grants-in-aid 
from public funds to the Central Universities; 

(2) to advise the Government on the allocation of grants-in-aid to 
other universities and in.stitutions of higher learning whose case 
for such grants may be referred to the Commission by the 
Government; and 

(3) to advise the universities and other institutions o( higher learning 
in respect of any question referred by the Government to the 
Commission. 
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After the passing of the Constitution, the Central Government was 
entrusted with an important responsibility in higher education in 
respect of the co-ordination of facilities and the maintenance of 
standards in the universities. The Government considered various 
measures for the discharge of this responsibility and came to the 
conclusion that it could be best fulfilled by the establishment of a 
Council of University Education by an Act of Parliament. A draft Bill 
to set up a Council of University Education was accordingly prepared 
and circulated to the universities in order to secure the largest possible 
support and co-operation from them. The draft Bill was considered by 
the Inter-University Board which agreed with the objects of the Bill but 
felt that its provisions might not lead to the desired end. Since the 
Government of India wanted to carry out the reforms with the greatest 
possible support and co-operation of the universities, it took note of 
these objections and convened, in April 1953, a conference of the State 
Education Ministers and Vice-Chancellors to consider the matter and 
suggest suitable measures for the purpose. This conference recommended 
unanimously that instead of setting up a separate body for the co- 
ordination of facilities and maintenance of standards, the Government 
should establish a University Grants Commission in terms of the 
University Education Commission's recommendations and allot to it 
the functions proposed to be delegated to the Council of University 
Education. The conference held that the University Grants Commission 
with enlarged powers and functions would be better able to co-ordinate 
the facilities and suggest proper measures of reform as it would be in 
constant touch with the various universities and be sensitive to their 
requirements and needs. 

The Government accepted this recommendation as it itself felt 
that a properly constituted University Grants C'ommLssion with enlarged 
powers and functions could discharge these duties more effectively. 

This also appeared to be in consonance with the recommendations 
of the University Education Commission. In its Report, the Commission 
had recommended that a University Grants Commission on the lines of 
the University Grants C'ommittee in (ireat Britain should be set up as 
early as possible. The Scientific Manpower Committee had also 
recommended the provision of generous grants for the development of 
post-graduate facilities ui the universities. The Cjovernment had acce[)ted 
these rca)mmendations in principle, but on account of financial stringency 
no action could be taken on them at the time. After the acceptance of 
the Five Year Plan, it was known that some funds had been provided for 
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the improvement of university education, and the Ministry of Education 
considered the time appropriate for the establishment of a University 
Grants Commission. Further discussions have been held by the 
Government to increase the quantum of these funds, particularly in 
view of the fact that the University Grants Commission would have to 
deal not merely with the four Central Universities but all the universities 
of India. I am happy to announce that we are now in a position to 
establish a statutory University Grants Commission with larger funds 
to look after all universities, and this Commission will also serve as an 
instrument of university reform. A draft Bill has been prepared, and it 
is hoped that this will be presented to Parliament at an early date. 

The consideration of the Bill by Parliament and its enactment is 
likely to take some time. The Government, however, felt that in view of 
the growing problems of the universities, immediate action was needed. 
It has therefore considered it desirable to set up a University Grants 
Commission in accordance with the resolution of November last and 
allow it to start functioning immediately. This Commission will consist 
of five members and have as its Chairman Dr. S.S. Bhatnagar. In order 
to ensure that the universities do not look upon it as an external body, 
it has been decided to associate a number of Vice-Chancellors with it. 

1 am sure you will all agree that this is a momentous decision and 
will have far-reaching influence on the development of university 
education in India. I therefore want that the importance of this step and 
the results which we hope to attain through this Commission should be 
properly appreciated by the people at large. The first thing I want to 
make clear is that while the choice of the Chairman and the members 
had necessarily to be made by the Government, the Commission will be 
fully free and will have no intcrfence in its day-to-day work from the 
Government. The second thing is that even though its findings may be 
in the nature of recommendations, the Government will treat these 
recommendations as binding and will be guided by the Commission’s 
advice. Once the budget for the year has been approved by the 
Government, the Commission will be informed of the amount available 
for university education. Within the limits thus fixed, the Commission 
will be free to allocate amounts among the universities, and the 
Government will be guided by such advice. Further, the Government of 
India will not consider the establishment of any new university or the 
grant of assistance to any such university established otherwise except 
on the recommendation of the Commission. 
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In order to enable the Commission to discharge its responsibilities 
satisfactory, it must have full access to information, and the universities 
must freely supply it with any data that it requires. The Commission will 
examine such data and frame its recommendations which it will send to 
the universities or the Government in accordance with the needs of the 
case Both the Government and the universities will give full consideration 
t'l its advice. The Commission will thus help, among other things, in 
avoiding unnecessary duplication and allow the full utilisation of our 
limited resources in money and personiv;! It will also help the Government 
in realising its objective of achieving co-ordination of facilities and 
maintenance of standards in university education. All these, of course, 
greatly enhance the responsibility of the Commission, and I have no 
doubt it will discharge its duties to the full satisfaction of the Government 
and the universities. 

1 am happy that the Prime Minister has taken much interest in the 
proposal to set up the University Grants Commission and agreed to 
participate in its first meeting. 1 will now invite him to address the 
Commission and give it the benefit of his views. 
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Maulana Azad’s Presidential speech dated 19-1-1954 at 
the Conference of the Indian National Commission 
for Co-operation with Unesco 

I am very happy to welcome all of you to this conference of the 
Indian National Commission for Co-operation with Unesco. My pleasure 
is the greater because fraternal delegates from many sister nations of 
Asia and Africa have accepted our invitation to attend the conference 
and share in its deliberations. Since the aims of Unesco can be realised 
only through mutual understanding and co-operation, their participation 
is particularly valuable. It will help them to understand the problems 
with which we are grappling and gives us a clearer idea of the programmes 
we must recommend to Unesco. 

It also gives me great pleasure that on the occasion of this 
conference, we have, among us, the Director General of Unesco and 
the Chairman and a Member of the Executive Board. Their participation 
will enable them to appreciate the problems and aspirations of a region 
where more than half of mankind lives. It will also give the new Director 
General a deeper imsight into the tasks which await the organisation in 
thus part of the world. 

The proposal to set up National Commissions in member-States is 
to be commended for many rca.sons. This has resulted in the estabEhment 
of a permanent agency for the working out of Unesco’s ideas at many 
levels. While the membership of Unesco is confined only to States, it is 
obvious that its work must be carried out among the people. The 
National Commission with its close association with various non- 
official agencies provides a platform to disseminate Unesco’s programmes 
in many ways. One may, in fact, say that Unesco’s work is delegated to 
these National Commissions. To my mind, the main purpose of setting 
up (he National Commissions was, on the one hand, to make Unesco 
conscious of the people’s nced.s, and, on the other, to make the people 
conscious ol Lliiesc('’s functions and purjwscs. The National Commissions 
aie iherclorc llic pn)|K‘r agencies to spread I'ncsco's ideas and objectives 
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among the people. One may» in fact, go so far as to say that Unesco is 
active only if the National Commissions are active. Similarly the 
National Commissions can function properly only if Unesco is active. 

If we keep this test before us, we have to admit that the National 
Commissions have not always been as effective as we would wish them 
to be. I am not referring to the United States or some of the European 
countries, for 1 have no direct knowledge of the activities of the 
National Commissions in these areas. So far as the Eastern countries 
are concerned, by and large, they have not yet fulfilled what we expected 
of them. The Commissions have been set up, offices opened and staff 
employed, but they have not yet made their influence felt in their own 
countries; nor have they reflected adequately their points of view in 
framing Unesco’s general programme. This is the feeling I have in 
respect of the Indian National Commission; though I am aware that our 
foreign friends feel that our Commission is very active. I have a feeling 
that many of our fraternal delegates will share this view in respect of 
their own National Commissions. 

It is therefore necessary for us to devise methods by which National 
Commissions may be activised. Apart from the desire to have 
representatives of neighbouring countries among us, this is one of the 
main reason why we have invited fraternal delegates from sister 
nations. It is our purpose and hope that their association may create an 
opportunity where representatives of the Asian and African National 
Commissions may meet and consider why more progress was not 
achieved. Such discussions will also help ail of us to define more sharply 
the main objectives of Unesco and advise it on the programmes which 
are necessary lo fulfil these objectives in the context of the East. 

I wish, in this connection, to place before the Conference some 
important issues which, to my mind, have prevented a more effective 
implementation of Unesco’s ideals and programmes. My purpose is to 
express the feelings of my country and other countries in the East fully 
and frankly. There is no suggestion of complaint in what I am going to 
say. In the brotherhood of Unesco, there must not be any occasion for 
mutual recrimination. It is, however, necessary that we understand one 
another clearly and fully, for without such understanding we cannot co- 
operate in the achievement of our common goal. 

The first thing I want to say is that there is a feeling throughout the 
East that the U.N. and its specialised agencies have not yet given to the 
East, the attention which it can rightfully claim. The Eastern nations 
feel that while in theory they are recognised as equal partners in the 
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United Nations, the practice does not always conform to the theory. 
They feel that the central offices of the U.N. and allied agencies do not 
fully understand their problems and needs. So long as there is this 
feeling, it will be difficult to create whole-hearted enthusiasm for the 
U.N, and Unesco in these regions. 

One of the reasons for such a feeling in the East is its recollection 
of the attitude which developed in the West in the 18lh century. Two 
things happened simultaneously in that period. On the one hand, the 
Eastern countries reached the lowest depths of depression and,on the 
other, a new impulse to progress and advancement swept throughout 
Europe and America. The inevitable result of these developments was 
that the Western nations divided the world into two categories. There 
was, on one side, the free and superior world of the Western peoples 
and, on the other, the world of inferior and subject nations in Asia and 
Africa. Whenever the Western nations talked of human rights, they 
were thinking only of individuals and nations in the West. For them, 
such a concept had hardly any reference to Asia or Africa. In the latter 
half of the 18th century, first the U.S.A., and later France, promulgated 
the doctrine of the rights of man, but in the United States this doctrine 
did not apply to the negroes nor in France to the people under colonial 
rule. It is true that a humanitarian like Jefferson was conscious of the 
implications of these declarations. He referred explicitly to the plight of 
the slaves but the climate of opinion was such that even a Jefferson 
could not carry his people in this respect. The 19th century and 
especially its latter half saw the spread of European colonialism in Asia 
and Africa and an increasing awareness of human rights and dignity. 
This period also saw a beginning of the change in the world situation. 
The Eastern countries shook off their age long torpor and began to 
share in a new awakening. A profound revolution has since taken place 
in their minds, and they arc claiming equality with the Western people. 
With the progress of the twentieth century, there has been a further 
change of far-reaching import. A situation has developed where, with 
one or two unfortunate exceptions, the Western nations have recognised 
that the days of colonialism and domination are over. Today the 
Eastern peoples arc not prepared to co-operate except on one term, 
viz., on the basis of complete equality with the West. Superiority and 
inferiority between nations have no place in the modern world. 

The recognition of equality is the basis of the United Nations. The 
U.N. has brought all nations on the same platform without regard to 
East or West. Unesco, which is one of its specialised agencies, is also 
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working in the same spirit. I hope, I shall not be misunderstood if I say 
that there is, nevertheless, still a feeling among the peoples of Asia and 
Africa that the old ideas of superiority have not yet been completely 
eradicated from the Western minds. So long as there is such a feeling 
in Asia or Africa, Unesco’s objectives cannot be fully realised. The first 
step should therefore be for the U.N. and Unesco to recognise the 
existence of such feelings in the Eastern minds and to adopt an attitude 
and procedure which will convince the Asian and African people that 
a true spirit of brotherhood, equality and co-operation has dawned on 
the world. 

The U.N. and Unesco were set up after World War II. It was 
necessary in the conditions then prevailing that immediate steps should 
be taken for the rehabilitation of Europe. Though the war damages 
were not confined only to Europe, the higher priority placed on Europe 
was justified and could be understood. No Asian or African could 
object with reason to the programmes then adopted for the rehabilitation 
of war-devastated Europe. The position is, however, different today. 
European reconstruction has been largely achieved, while Asia and 
Africa arc still waiting for effective programmes of rehabilitation and 
development . Asia and Africa are thereore waiting to see if U nesco will 
place today the same priority on work in thCvSe areas as it did on work 
in Europe immediately after the war. 

I have already said that I am happy that the new Director General 
has taken this early opportunity of visiting Asia. I would like to impress 
upon him that there is a feeling in Asia and Africa that their needs are 
not considered as carefully as they have a right to expect. Even today in 
most of the programmes of the U.N. and Unesco, a greater importance 
seems to attach to the problems of Europe and South America. U nesco 
cannot succeed in its object so long as all parts of the world do not feel 
equally treated by it. We have also to consider what parts of the world 
arc in greater need of Unesco’s aid. There can be no doubt that in 
respect of education, culture, scientific progress and economic prosperity, 
Asia and Africa arc far behind Europe and America. Millions are 
without access to literacy and education. Science has opened out 
prospects of immense advancement, but not for them. Their standard 
of life is so low that people of the Western world can hardly imagine it. 
In such a situation, if Asia and Africa find that more stress is laid not on 
their problems but on those of others, it is not surprising that there 
.should be lack of enthusiasm for the U.N. and Unesco in these regioiis 
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Unesco aims at the propagation of education, science and culture. 
If we look at the programmes of Uncsco in the last six years, it becomes 
clear how much still has to be achieved. Some years ago Unesco 
accepted a most important programme in the field of fundamental 
education. The Asian and African countries were hopeful that this 
would help to spread literacy and raise the standard of life in the less 
developed regions of the world, it is a matter for regret that after the 
establishment of only two centres, one in South America and the other 
in Egypt, the programme was abandoned. I feel that one of the first 
priorities in Unesco’s programme should be the establishment of more 
fundamental education centres in Asia and Africa. It is, however, 
necessary to emphasise that such centres must not be too elaborate and 
expensive. They must be in conformity with the requirements and 
resources of these regions, for only then can they serve the purpose in 
view. 

I have referred to one reason why the Asian and African nations 
feel that Unesco has paid less attention to their needs. Another reason 
for this feeling is to be found in Unesco’s attitude towards so-called 
international organisations. The multiplication of such organisations 
seems, at times, to be without sufficient justification, for they do not 
always seem to be concerned with the basic problems of Unesco and 
may be regarded more as frills on the margin. Nor do they seem to be 
international in the true sense. Very often their activities are confined 
to Europe and sometimes to only one or two countries of that continent. 
We, however, find that they are not only given accommodation in 
Uncsco House but Unesco’s meagre resources are dissipated in giving 
subsidies to them. We have to recognise that the days when Europe was 
equated with the world are gone for ever. Today, no organisation can 
be regarded as truly international unless it functions in both the East 
and the West. India has already suggested that no organisation should 
be recognised by Unesco as international unless it operates in at least 
three continents and has at least five member-States in each continent. 
This view has not yet been accepted, and the result is that a number of 
organisations, which call themselves international but have no right to 
do so, eat up a substantial portion of Unesco’s funds. In view of the 
shortage of funds and the many claims on it, Uncsco must in fact make 
a selection out of organisations which can satisfy the conditions mentioned 
above. We must therefore both decide an order of priority and lay down 
criteria to determine the international character of organisations 
before Unesco gives them any aid. 
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Unesco should also consider whether there is room for economy in 
the administration budget of the Headquarters. 1 recognise that the 
execution of programmes cannot be carried out without adequate staff. 
The staff is, however, only a means to an end and cannot itself be the 
end. Unesco would therefore defeat its own purposes if administration 
ate up so much of its resources as not to leave enough for the execution 
of its programmes. 

I understand that Unesco’s budget for this year is approximately 
nine million dollars. Of this amount, more than two-thirds, v/z., 6.3 
million dollars is shown as provision for administration while only 2 
million dollars are for the execution of programmes and 4,88,650 
dollars for subventions to international organisations. I am aware that 
the charges for administration include some items connected with 
programmes, but even then the allocation of two-thirds of the fund to 
administration appears to be too glaring to escape public criticism. I am 
sure the new Director General is aware of this disproportion and will 
take early steps to ensure that a greater proportion of Unesco's limited 
resources are diverted from the provision of means to the achievement 
of ends. 

Closely connected with this is the problem of concentration of 
programmes. It is generally agreed that today Unesco's programme is 
spread over a vast field and contains items, at least some of which 
cannot be regarded as basic. I, of course, concede that an international 
organisation with many member-States must seek within its means to 
satisfy all their demands. 1, nevertheless, feel that the time has come to 
concentrate on three or four basic programmes and devote all our 
funds and energy to their execution. It is surely better to accomplish one 
or two important projects than to attempt a dozen programmes of 
varying importance and leave all of them half complete. 1 hope that this 
conference will pay attention to this issue and frame a programme for 
the consideration of Unesco by which an order of priorities among 
programmes may be settled. 

What I have said so far is largely negative. We should now consider 
what positive measures can be adopted to make the work of Unesco 
more effective throughout the world. I have said that Unesco should 
pay more attention to the feelings and needs of Asia and Africa. 1 will 
now add that Unesco must have greater access to such feelings and 
needs. One suggestion which occurs to me is the decentralisation of the 
work of Unesco and the establishment of regional centres in Asia and 
Africa. Just as W.H.O. has set up regional organisations which both 
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reflect and respond to local feelings and needs, Unesco should also set 
up regional offices. These should be manned mainly by the people of 
the region, for only they can have adequate knowledge and sympathy 
with its problems and be able to interpret Uncsco to them. 

The execution of these programmes depends ultimately on the 
interests and the will of the member-States. S(»melimes it is said that the 
limiting factor of Unesco programmes is funds. I do not fully agree. The 
funds themselves depend upon the interest and will of the member- 
States. If the member-States give greater priority to education and the 
programmes of peace, they can place much larger funds at Uneseo’s 
disposal. 

In this context, 1 wish to draw your attention to an issue of 
paramount importance in the modern world. This is the question of the 
use of atomic power for the purpo.ses of peace. One of the most hopeful 
developments in recent times has been the statement of President 
Ei.senhower before the (ieneral Assembly of the United Nations. If the 
line of thought suggestsed by him is developed and all atomic energy 
placed at the disposal of the United Nations, the nightmare in which the 
modern world lives can come to an end. The peaceful use of atomic 
power would relieve the budgets of nations from the crushing bin den 
of armaments. You are all aware that if one per cent of what is being 
spent on armaments today is placed at the disjiosal of Unesco, startling 
developments will lake place all over the world. Peaceful u.se of atomic 
power would not only relea.se existing funds for purposes of education, 
science and culture but also enormously enhance such resources. We 
have also to consider which organ of the U.N. is best suited for the 
peaceful exploitation of atomic power. To my mind , this can be none 
other than Une.sco. By its very coastitution it is pledged to the application 
of .scientific research for human advancement. In part fulfilment of this 
purpose, it has already decided to set up a European centre for nuclear 
rc.search. Us concern with education, science and culture also makes it 
comparatively immune from political influence. For all these 
con.siderations, Une.sco would be the agency most suited to carry out 
researches for the peaceful u.se of atomic energy. 

I would also like to refer to what the Eastern countries can give to 
the West. The East needs from the We.sl science and technique but it 
need not only a receiver. It can also offer the We.st help in one very 
important respect. This is by the di.sscmination of the abiding values of 
Eastern culture in the We.st. In the West culture has often meant 
painting, music, literature and science. In the East it means something 
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more. No Eastern concept of culture is complete unless it includes the 
values of the spirit. It is generally recognised that the West is in great 
need of these values. 1 am aware that Unesco has a programme of 
translation of the Eastern classics, but what 1 feel is that if this is done 
on a sufficient ly wide scale, it may provide the West with just those 
values it lacks and needs. Unesco may thus well serve as the agency 
through which science and technique are brought to the East, while the 
values of the spirit are made available to the West. 

Before I conclude 1 would like to mention one other issue which 
India has raised on several occasions and to which I myself referred 
when I addressed the (ieneral Conference of Unesco in 1951. This is 
the issue of throwing open the doors of Unesco to all countries without 
regard to their economic or political belief or status. Economic or 
political differences may divide the world into rival camps, but there is 
no reason why the cultural unity of mankind should not triumph over 
such divisions. Human culture in its real sense is one and indivisible 
and, as the agency for education, science and culture, Unesco must be 
global in its approach and compass. I feel that Unesco cannot really 
fulfil its function until nations which now stand outside its portals join 
its brotherhood. The U.S.S.R., and the Chinese People’s Republic are 
not members of Une.sco and yet a large section of the world’s people 
live in their territories. How can Unesco’s role be fulfilled till these ^ 
people can also share in its message of education, science and culture? 
It docs not matter whether these countries have applied for membership 
to Unesco or not. It is Unesco’s duly to extend to them an invitation to 
join its brotherhood. If they refuse, the responsibility will be theirs, 

I am sorry that an accident keeps me confined to my bed and 
prevent me from participating in your deliberations. My thoughts are, 
however, with you. I have therefore placed before you in writing what 
I would have liked to say to you in person. I hope you will consider what 
I have said and formulate proposals that will advance the cause of 
Unesco in this region of the world. 

1 am happy that in .spite of the many calls upon his lime, the Prime 
Minister has been able to participate in our conference. I now request 


peace, progress and welfare of man. 
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Maulana Azad’s address at the 21st session of 
C.A.B.E. held in New Delhi on 7-2-1954 

I expressed my regret at the last meeting that the Central Advisory 
Board of Education could not hold its annual session until November, 
but this has also had one advantage that we are meeting within three 
months to consider measures for the reconstruction of education in 
India. In the last meeting of the Board I drew your attention to some of 
our must important and pressing problems. What 1 would like the 
Board to do at the present meeting is to draw up a programme of 
reform and suggest measures which will bring them into effect without 
delay. 

I think you will agree that reform has become urgent in two spheres 
of education in India. The first is the field of university education and 
the other of school education. So far as the reform of university 
education is concerned, we will have to depend mainly on the activities 
of the University Grants Commission which, as you know, has been 
functioning since December last. The Commission will be the agency 
through which we propose to carry out all our programmes of university 
reform. It consists of well-known and experienced educationists and is 
fully aware both of the problems the universities have to face and of its 
own responsibility in the matter. I am glad that the Commission has, at 
its very inception, started its work with despatch and taken one decision 
which I consider to be of basic importance. 

You will agree that there can be no adequate improvement of 
university education till there are better qualified and satisfied professors. 
Until university teachers are recognised for their standard of scholarship 
and character, they cannot offer to the students the leadership which we 
expect from them. No real improvement of university education is 
possible nor can the universities give what we expect from them till this 
condition is satisfied. The Commission has therefore taken up as its 
very first task the question of improving the conditions of service of 
university teachers, and I have accepted its recommendations in this 
behalf. 
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In the last meeting of the Board it was pointed out that, though the 
Board had accepted generally the recommendations of the University 
Education Commission nearly four years ago, hardly any steps had 
been taken for their implementation except in the case of the Central 
Universities. The Board therefore decided to appoint a Committee to 
survey the position and suggest measures for the speedy implementation 
of these recommendations. This Committee has submitted its report 
which will be one of the items for your discussion. Briefly, the Committee 
has recommended that immediate steps must be taken to amend 
various University Acts in order to reconstitute University Senates, 
Syndicates and Academic Councils so as to free them from intrigues 
and political influence. The Committee has, in this connection, placed 
the greatest emphasis on the method of appointment of the Vice- 
Chancellor and suggested that immediate steps be taken to adopt a 
procedure more or less in conformity with that followed by Delhi 
University. The Committee has also recommended (a) an improvement 
in the scales of salaries of university teachers, (b) the provision of 
Government loans to enable the universities to build students’ hostels 
and teachers’ quarters, (c) a greater emphasis on tutorial, as opposed 
to the lecture, method of instruction, and (d) the provision of merit 
scholarships to enable poor but deserving students to pursue their 
studies. After the Board has considered the report and made its 
recommendations, they will be forwarded to the University Grants 
Commission for necessary action. 

The reform of university education is important and urgent, but 
from the point of view of the present needs of the country, the reform 
of school education is even more important and urgent. Until schools 
improve, university education cannot but remain unsatisfactory. Of the 
various stages of school education, the one which is in most urgent need 
of reform is that of secondary education. You will remember that the 
Secondary Education Commission has already surveyed this field, and 
you have appointed a Committee to study its recommendations and 
select those which ought to be put into effect immediately. The 
Committee has submitted its report, and it is for you to approve it with 
such modifications as you may consider necessary. Since the Board is 
the highest educational body in the country and includes among its 
members representatives of both the Central and the State Governments, 
I am confident that any recommendations you may make will be 
implemented without delay. In so far as it concerns the Government of 
India, I can assure you that we will lake immediate steps for their 
implementation. 
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As 1 told you at the last meeting of the Board, secondary education 
cannot meet the needs of the country till it is reorganised. In this 
connection, three things appear to me to be of great importance: 

'/) Secondary education must be so fashioned that it will be the 
completion of education for the majority of the people. It must 
not be a mere entrance to the university but be a stage complete 
in itself. 

(//) Its pattern and content should be such that it may serve the needs 
of different groups of people with different aptitudes. It must not 
be cast in a rigid and cast-iron frame. 

(Hi) We have accepted basic education as the pattern of education at 
the elementary level. Secondary education should be so modelled 
as to complete the prcxress of instruction initiated at the elementary 
stage and train up citizens who are able to discharge their 
responsibilities of citizenship. The emphasis on some one craft 
in the Secondary Education Commission’s report appears to me 
to be valuable from this point of view. 

I am glad that the Secondary Education Commission has paid due 
attention to these points and they have been stressed by the Committee 
you appointed. 1 am sure that you will also consider them with the care 
that they deserve. 

One of the major rea)inmendations of the Committee you appointed 
is that the educational structure in the country should eventually consist 
of eight years’ integrated elementary (basic) education, four years of 
secondary education and three years of university education. This will 
mean that normally a child will be in the basic (junior and senior) school 
till he is fourteen, and will then have four years of high school followed 
by a three years’ course at the university leading to the Bachelor’s 
degree. The Committee has drawn special attention to the Commission’s 
recommendation that languages, general science, social studies and a 
craft should form the core subjects of secondary education for all. In 
addition, the Committee has given the highest priority to the introduction 
of diversified courses in the following main groups: 

(1) Humanities 

(2) Sciences 

(3) Technical Subjects 

(4) Commercial Subjects 

(5) Agricultural Subjects 

(6) Fine Arts 

(7) Home Sciences 
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The Committee has also reported that there should be one 
examination at the end of the secondary course. Greater emphasis 
should, however, be placed on periodical tests and the regular progress 
report of students in the curricular and co-curricular activities. The 
Training Colleges should not charge any tuition fees and teachers 
under training should be given their full salaries or stipends that will 
meet their expenses. Finally, the Committee has reiterated the 
Commission’s recommendation that the higher secondary examination 
should be made the normal qualification for most government services. 

If we accept these recommendations, as 1 hope you will, we must 
try to fix some targets, for without such targets our programmes of 
reform are bound to remain vague and indefinite. The Committee has 
reported that about five per cent of the existing secondary schools 
should be converted into multi-purpose schools in the course of the 
next two years and another ten per cent in the next five years. To me it 
appears that this programme of reform is slow and must be accelerated. 

I agree that in any measure of educational reform, progress is 
bound to be slow in the beginning. The pace must, however, be steadily 
quickened and in the later stage we must achieve really rapid progress. 
I consider that the first task in the context is to define a target date for 
the complete reorganisation of secondary education. My own idea is 
that this task must be accomplished within ten years. I confess that even 
ten years appear to me too long and would be happy if the period could 
be shortened still. 1 hope the Board will consider the question carefully 
and suggest measures which may contribute to this end. 

Once this general target has been set, we have to consider specific 
items. I have already said that I consider the target set by the Committee 
regarding the conversion of existing schools into multi-purpose ones to 
be slow. I am of the view that at least 25 per cent of the existing schools 
must be so converted as early as possible. The Board may consider the 
suggestion and define the period in which this should be done. 

The Committee has drawn our attention to the difficulty of 
transforming existing schools to the new pattern, and rightly pointed 
out that it is bound to take time. This may be true in some respects, but 
there are some changes like those in the curriculum and reform in 
examinations, where the process of reform can begin without delay. 
Our programme therefore ought to be that during the next two years 
programmes for reconstruction of curriculums and reform in examinations 
should be carried out on as wide a range as possible. 
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1 would now like to draw your attention to another problem of the 
greatest importance to the future of our education. This is the problem 
of students’ unrest. Since the attainment of independence, there has 
been a marked deterioration in order and discipline among students. In 
the last two years, there has been one incident after another in which 
students have been involved. This has become a cause of national 
concern, and everyone who has any sense of responsibility is troubled 
by these developments. 

What worries me most is that the extent and magnitude of students’ 
unrest is very often without any relation whatever to its supposed cause. 
In recent months we have witnessed ugly developments in Lucknow and 
Allahabad. The trouble arose out of the question as to whether or not 
the membership of the University authorities were of the view that 
students should not be compelled to become members of the University 
Union. The students held the opposite view. The authorities at Lucknow 
later accepted the demand of the students, but there arose a new 
question about the constitution of the Union. I do not wish to enter here 
into the controversy as to the merits of the question. What grieves and 
surprises me is that there should be such turmoil over the question of 
the constitution of a students’ union. It suddenly appeared as if it was 
not a matter between the authorities and students of a university but a 
conflict between two enemies who were ready to fight against each 
other at the slightest provocation. The students set up an Action 
Committee which drew up a programme of struggle. Procedures which 
belong to belligerents were thus imported into university affairs. What 
happened later is well known to you and cannot but be a cause of the 
greatest sorrow to everyone who has the welfare of the country at heart . 

This i.ssue of students’ unrest has now reached a stage where the 
Board must pay the greatest attention to it, explore its causes and 
suggest measures of remedy. While these events were happening in 
Lucknow, I called a conference which was attended by some eminent 
educationists and the Prime Minister. We considered the issue as 
carefully as we could and the conclusion to which we reached was later 
placed before the Congress Working Committee, which has passed a 
well-considered resolution in the matter. You are, no doubt, aware of 
this resolution, but I want the Board to give further thought to it and 
consider it more in its educational implications. A note on the subject 
has been prepared by Sri Humayun Kabir which is down for discussion 
in your agenda. I want you to consider this note in its different aspects 
and advise the (jovernmenis at the Centre and the States on the steps 
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which must be taken if we are to check the grpuang indiscipline and 
unrest among our students. Unless this is done in time, it will threaten 
the foundations of our educational structure. 

I will in fact go further and say that such unrest among the students 
strikes at the root of our national future. The student of today is the 
potential leader of tomorrow. He will have to sustain the social, 
political and economic activities of the community. If he is not properly 
trained and does not develop the necessary resources of character and 
knowledge, he cannot supply the leadership which the nation will need. 
We must therefore adopt measures which will eradicate the causes of 
students’ unrest and make the universities creative centres of learning 
and leadership. 
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Maulana Azad's Address at the first session of N. A. L 
heid in New Deihi on 12-3-1954 

I have pleasure in welcoming you to this first meeting of the 
National Academy of Letters. 

In 1944, the Government of India accepted, in principle, a proposal 
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal (as it was then called) that a 
National Cultural T rust should be set up to encourage cultural activities 
in all fields. The Trust should include three academies - one in letters, 
one in the visual arts and one for dance, drama and music. After the 
National Government was established in 1947, three conferences were 
convened to work out in detail the implications of this proposal. The 
conferences agreed about the need for the academies but felt that since 
a National Government had been established, it was not necessary to 
set up a National Trust. It was, however, recommended that steps 
should be taken to set up the academies as autonomous bodies and 
prowde them with the funds necessary for their work. The Government 
of India has accepted that recommendation. 

The Government’s function in this process is mainly that of a 
curtain-raiser. Someone has to set up the academies, and the Government 
has decided to do so. Once they are set up, the Government will refrain 
from exercising any control and leave the academies to perform their 
functions as autonomous institutions. The Sangeet Natak Akademi has 
already been established in accordance with this decision of the 
Government. The Academy of Fine Arts is in process of formation, and 
today we have met to set up what is perhaps the most important of the 
three. 

There are some - and the Prime Minister was one of them at one 
stage - who expressed the view that the academies should not have 
been established in this fashion. They regard it as an imposition from 
above. They hold that the growth of the academies should have been 
encouraged from below. Instead of establishing an academy, the 
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Government should have waited till there grew up in the country 
societies or individuals who had the necessary authority to establish the 
academies. Once such academies had been set up, the Government’s 
function should have been merely to recognise them. 

I am afraid 1 cannot agree with this approach. Since the Renaissance, 
many academies have been established in Europe. Today there is 
hardly any country in the Western world which do^s not have one or 
more national academies. All these academies were established by the 
Governments under letters-patent of the Sovereigns or by legislation. 
There was therefore no reason why the Government of India should not 
take the imitiative for the establishment of the academies. In fact, if we 
had waited for the academy to grow from below we might have had to 
wait till the Greek Kalends. 

1 should like to dwell for a moment on the meaning of the term 
‘academy*. We are all aware that this term was first used for the school 
that Plato had established. The garden in which the school was set up 
was named after an ancient hero ‘Akademus,* and it was after him that 
the school came to be known as the Academy. Whatever the origin of 
the name, it has, in course of time, acquired a connotation of its own 
which, as far as we are aware, cannot be expressed by any other single 
word. What do we mean by an academy? Is it a school? The answer is 
No.’ Is it a research institute? Again the answer is ‘No.* Is it then an 
association of writers and authors? Still the answer is in the negative. If, 
however, it be asked whether it possesses the attributes of all of them, 
the answer must be an emphatic ‘Yes.* By calling it an academy, we 
refer to all these facets and signify that it is at the same time a school, 
an institute and an association. If we were to call it a school or an 
institute or association only, the full significance of what we intend 
would remain unexpressed. An academy is, in fact, something more 
than any or all of them. 

The academies flourished in Greece for almost 900 years until 
Justinian ended them by a special decree. During this period, the term 
‘Academy* acquired its special significance. There is no other word in 
any Eastern or Western language which can convey the full flavour of 
the academy. That is why we have resisted the temptation of a vain 
search for a new term and have kept the original word in its adapted 
form as ‘Akadami,’ in conformity with the requirements of Hindi 
pronunciation. 

Today is the first in the life of the Indian Academy of Letters. It is 
necessary that we should have a clear idea of the work which it is 
intended to perform and the standards it will place before the world. 
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The question of standard is, to my mind» fundamental in the concept of 
the academy. The Academy must lay down a standard for those who 
seek to be recognised as distinguished men of letters. The Academy 
would serve its purpose only if its standard is set as high as possible. If 
the standard is lowered, the very purpose of establishing the Academy 
is lost. 

The object of the Academy is to educate public taste and advance 
the cause of literature. This can be done only if we maintain the highest 
standard. Then alone will writers aim at giving their best and create 
works of art which will add to the heritage of man. On this question of 
standard, we should, I feel, be guided by the example of the French 
Academy. Established by Louis XIV in 1635 with only 40 members, it 
has to this day refused to increase this number. The number of men in 
the whole of France who can achieve the status of Academician is thus 
only 40. Even the most distinguished men have to wait for a place in the 
Academy till there is a vacancy. 

The result of this insistence on standard is that France regards the 
membership of the Academy as an earnest immoratality. To be elected 
to the Academy was held to be a guarantee of permanent fame. The 
Academy fias been so exclusive that we find that even the greatest men 
of letters have sometimes been denied the status of members. Descartes, 
Pascal, Moliere are all men whose distinction as men of letters is 
beyond dispute, but they never found a place among the Academicians. 
Montesquieu and Voltaire were fortunate in this respect but Rousseau 
never achieved the distinction. We ail know the high position occupied 
by Encyclopaedists in the world of French letters but among them only 
D* Alembert and Marmontel were able to become members. Even 
Diderot and Heivetius found no place in the Academy. 

Coming to modern times, we find that some of the greatest figures 
of French literature wailed long and sometimes in vain to achieve the 
distinction. The nineteenth century is perhaps the most glorious period 
of modern French literature. There were, in this period, writers whose 
works have become classics, but, even among them, there were many 
who never achieved the membership of the Academy. Neither Daudet 
nor Maupassant nor Zola were members. Lamartine regarded himself 
fortunate that he was elected a member after some years' waiting. Even 
the author of Les Miserables had to wait for ten years before he could 
become a member. In recent times, Andre Gide, who is a French writer 
of world*wide reputation and had received the Nobel Prize in 1947, was 
never a member of the Academy. If the Indian Academy of Letters does 
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not maintain similar standards and reserve its honours only for the 
immortals of literature, the Academy will not be able to serve the object 
for which it is being established. 

In framing the constitution of the Academy, these considerations 
were constantly before us. We saw that if we prescribed the membership 
of the Academy on the same basis as in the French Academy, it would 
have been difficult to set it up at all. We must admit that the literatures 
of India today have not reached a stage where 30 or 40 persons could 
be selected straight-away and he regarded as immortals. We have 
accordingly made a distinction between Members and Fellows. For 
membership, we have not laid down the standards prescribed for the 
French Academy and have considered it enough that a person should 
have helped in the development of literature or established his position 
as a man of letters. In order, however, to create the same standards as 
in the French Academy, we have created a separate class called 
‘Fellows of the Academy.* Here, as in the French Academy, only the 
selected will be admitted. 

We considered carefully the question as to what should be the 
number of Fellows. We finally decided that the number of Fellows in 
the Sahitya Akademi must not exceed 21. This does not, however, mean 
that there will be necessarily 21 in the Academy. It only means that 
there will never be more than 20 fellows. In the Sangeet Natak 
Akadami, where the limit is higher, namely 30, there are at present only 
seven Fellows. For the Academy of Letters, my feeling is that the 
number will perhaps be less, for, the selection is to be done with even 
greater care. 

So far as the constitution of the Academy is concerned, it may be 
briefly described as follows. All the fourteen languages enumerated in 
the Constitution of India have their representatives on the Academy. 
There are also representatives of the States, the universities and of the 
Government of India. In addition, there are eight persons nominated by 
the Minister for Education for their services to the cause of literature. 
All the three academies have a constitution more or less on this pattern. 

You ^11 fmd that while all the languages named in the Indian 
Constitution are represented in the Academy, English does not fmd a 
place there. You will agree that the Academy would have remained 
incomplete if some distinguished writers of English had not been 
included. We have to admit that for the last 100 or 150 years, English 
has served not only as a vehicle of knowledge and learning but also as 
the medium of expression for many of our finest writers. This was 
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inevitable, for English had achieved such a pre>eminence that the status 
of an author was not assured till he had expressed himself through its 
medium. Tagore, who is the greatest poet of modern India, had been 
writing in Bengali ever since his childhood but his fame was not fully 
recognised even in his own province till the English version of Gitanjali 
declared him as one of the greatest poets of the world. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s contribution to national awakening and the achievement of 
independence is acknowledged universally. His writings in Gujarati 
are, however, known only to the people in Gujarat. It was his vvritings 
in English that enabled him to evoke a new political consciousness and 
give a revolutionary turn to Indian life. Similarly, Aurobindo Ghosh’s 
claim to distinction rests upon the quality of his writings in English. 

I have, for some time, been thinking how best to encourage the 
development of creative literature in the different Indian languages. 
Some of the State Governments are no doubt working to this end, but 
I felt that it was necessary to take measures which would secure an al!> 
India recognition for writers in different languages. 1 asked the Ministry 
to examine the issue, and it has been suggested that one way of such 
encouragement is to award prizes or other distinction to writers of 
merit. A scheme which has been accepted by the Government is to give 
prizes of Rs. 5,000 every year for the best work in each of the 14 
languages mentioned in the Schedule to the Constitution. Every year, 
the work of the three preceding years will be surveyed and a prize given 
to the writer of the best work. No author will be entitled to get a prize 
a second time, for I am sure you will agree that such a scheme should 
benefit as many people as possible. The awards will be made on the 
recommendations of the Academy of Letters. 

One thing 1 would like to make clear is that these prizes will be 
given for recognised merit, and no one should apply for them. It is my 
hope that the first prizes will be announced before the end of the 
calender year. 

I have already said that the Government’s function in establishing 
the Academy is that of a curtain-raiser only. This also applies to the 
appointment of its first Chairman. The Government of India have 
accordingly selected its first Chairman but hereafter it will be the 
Academy which will appoint its own office-bearers. 

I am glad that Sri Jawaharlal Nehru has agreed to serve as the first 
Chairman of the Academy. He has been appointed not because he is the 
Prime Minister but because he has carved out for himself a distinctive 
place as a writer and author. The Committee which framed the 
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constitution of the Academy submitted three names, of which the first 
was that of Pandit Nehru. The Ministry of Education offered the 
Chairmanship to him, as it was beyond dispute that from every point of 
\iewhe is the best man we could have selected for the first Chairmanship 
of India’s National Academy of Letters. 
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Answers dated 15-3-1954 in the House of People by 
Maulana Azad and Or. M.M. Das, to questions 
asked* about the Hindi Shabda Kosh 

The Parliamentary Secretaiy to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) Ten. 

(b) Eight. Out of ten Research Assistants, eight are familiar with 
the Sanskrit language. 

(c) Yes, in a large measure. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Yes, it is so. 

Mr. Speaker Perhaps the question was not understood. The hon. 
Member means whether the article in the Constitution is disregarded. 

Maulana Azad: That is not correct. 1 am sorry 1 had not earlier 
heard one part of the question. 

Further Clarification 

Maulana Azad: Yes, this matter has also been placed before the 
Board and if the Board likes, it can consider it. 

Answer to the supplementary questions: No. 1 

Maulana Azad: That is right, but it is a delicate and important 
matter and we cannot treat it as closed. The Board can consider this 
also if it so likes. 

Mr. Speaken The hon. Member is entering into arguments about 
the question. 

No. 2 

Maulana Azad: I cannot at this time say what expenditure has been 
incurred. It is, however, a fact that this kind of work is going on in the 


1. By Seth Goind Das. 
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States also. When tlte Cabinet decided that a Central body be set up, at 
that time it was also decided that other Central Ministries and the State 
Governments be asked to stop this work and to send on to this Board 
whatever they had already done. The Central Ministries did so, but in 
some States this work is still continuing and I do not think it is so 
objectionable. Let them also coin terms. Their terms will also appear 
before the people and give them an opportunity for comparative study. 

Mr. Speaken The hon. Member is carrying on arguments in favour 
of having Sanskrit words. 

Shri Gadgil: I only want to seek some information. 

Mr. Speaken 1 am going to the next question. 
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Replies dated 1 8‘3>1 954 by Mr. Das' and Mauiana Azad in 
the House of People to the questions asked about E.U.P. 

Shri Bibhuti Mishra: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to 
state whether under the Educational Scheme for relieving educated 
unemployment any progress report is being received by the Central 
Government from the Bihar State in connection with the employment 
of rural teachers and basic education workers? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): According to the information received from the State 
Government of Bihar, 2500 Primary (including 500 Basic) Schools and 
250 Social Education Centres are being opened in connection with the 
scheme to relieve educated unemployment in that State. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad): Nobody has made such a claim. 

Replies to the Supplementary questions 

Dr. M.M. Das: Government is contemplating... 

Mr. Speaker The hon. Minister may address the Chair. 

Dr. M.M. Das; Two Commissions have already submitted their 
reports, which contemplate some far-reaching changes in the education 
system of the country. 

Shri L.N. Mishra: Are Government aware of the fact that not even 
10 per cent, of the proposed educational centres have been opened in 
Bihar so far? If so, may I know the difficulties in the way? 

Dr. MJil. Das: The Bihar Government may be able to give the 
reasons, but so far as we are concerned, we have not got the reasons 
with us. 

Shri K.K. Basu: Mayl knowthe proportion of the educated people 
in Bihar that are going to get jobs? 

Dr. M.M. Das: I beg to ask for notice of the question. 


l.Dr.M.M.Das. 
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Joint Answers dated 18-3’1954, of Maulana Aazd and 
Dr. M.M. Das to the questions asked in the House 
of People regarding the Teaching Facilities in 
Hindi for Government Employees 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) Ten part-time teachers were teaching Hindi to Central 
Government employees in September, 1953. Their present number is 
8 . 

(b) and (c) The services of two teachers were dispensed with as 
there was not enough work due to fall in the number of students. 

Mr. Speaker I do not know whether the hon. Minister is prepared 
with the answer to this particular question. 

The Minister of Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad); You can put the question m Hindi. 1 wit be 
glad to reply. 

Reply to the supplementery questions: No. 1 

Maulana Aiad: The employees very well understand that if they 
learn Hindi their future will be secure and better. But for various 
omsiderations it is not proper to lay any such conditions. The Government 
are, however, thinking of taking some steps in this connection. 

No. 2 

Maulana Azad: The standard of Hindi is the same as in Junior 
Basic Schools. 
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Demand for Grants of Education Ministry and 
MaulanaAzad 

The House of Peopie 

27 - 3-1954 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker The time allotted for this Ministry is from 
3 P.M. to 5 P.M.- two hours. How long does the hon. Minister propose 
to take? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): 1 require very little time because 1 had 
decided that 1 on my behalf will not like to review the activities of the 
Ministry. It is not necessary to do so. Last year I had placed before the 
House an outline of the activities, the Report has also been published. 
This year if during the discussion any such points came up that require 
darification then I vdll try to clarify them. I think 15 or 20 minutes would 
be sufficient for me. 
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Some clarifications made by Maulana Azad dated 
27-3-1954 in the House of People in connection with 
the questions asked by the members about the 
Demands for Grants of Education Ministry 

(1) Maulana Azad: I am not yet m a position to say that they have 
^ven advice in the case of even one such word. Now I have enquired 
from the Chairman. As yet I do not know that they have given advice in 
respect of even one word. 

(2) Maulana Azad: I had only said that a Board has been set up for 
this purpose. It can take into consideration all sorts of terms. But in the 
terms of reference of this Board it is nowhere mentioned that it may 
discuss afresh these words also that have previou.sly been decided upon. 

(3) Maulana Azad: Government. After taking into consideration 
the advice tendered by them the Government would take a dedsion. 

(4) Maulana Azad: 1 want to submit that in the terms of reference 
there is not a single word like this. The other day what I had said was 
that we have not debarred them. If they like they can give their advice. 

(5) Maulana Azad: Do you not remember that grant has been 
sanctioned to Nagri Pracharni Sabha for this work? 


(^) to (5): For more details see Parliamentary Debates 
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Clarification, dated 27-3-1954, of Maulana Azad in the 
House of People to some points, raised by 
Dr. R. Singh regarding the education 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: On a point of order, Sir, what has that to 
do with education? 

Dr. M.M. Das: Education and language. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Minister must leave it to the 
Deputy-Speaker and not arrogate this to himself. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The Parliamentary Secretary is a Bengali. 
That is the difficulty. 

Shri lyagi: He is a Bihari. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken The point is about the language of the 
minorities; that is a fundamental ri^t provided in the Constitution and 
it is sought to be denied according to the allegation. The hon. Member 
raises a point of order. It is open to the Government to enlighten the 
Chair. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: He is not the ‘Government’. The 
‘Government’ is the Education Minister. The Parliamentary Secretary 
is nothing. 

Maulana Azad: I think that the question can certainly be raised in 
respect of education. There is no reason why it should be stopped. 
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Maulana Azad’s remark to the speech, delivered by 
a Member in the House of People dated 27-3-1954 in 
connection with the Demands for Grants for 1954-55 

Sir, I have heard with utmost attention the speeches of my hon. 
friends. As there is no time left now, I think that it would be better if you 
^ve me time day after tomorrow after the question hour. 1 will try to 
finish my speech in 20 mmutes time. 
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Speech etc. delivered by Maulana Azad dated 
29-3-1954 in the House of People regarding the 
Demands for Grants of Education Ministry 

Minister of Education, Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Maulana Azad): Sir, my hon. friend Acharya Kripalani began the 
discussion day before yesterday. He emphasised in his speech that the 
present system of education was entirely defective and that it must be 
reformed. It occurred to me, when he took up the argument, that 
perhaps he would discuss the measures of reform suggested by the 
Education Ministry recently and the steps taken by the Central Advisory- 
Board of Education in January last. I thought that perhaps he was going 
to offer some suggestions of his own in that behalf. But I was surprised 
to hear him say that we appointed a Commission for Secondary Edu- 
cation and now perhaps after a few days we might appoint a Commission 
for Primary Education. This shows that he has no idea of the way the 
Government is doing the work of education. Either he does not get the 
time to read these things or his remarks that now a commission would 
be appointed to examine Primary Education is entirely meaningless, 
because so far as Primary Education is concerned it was decided by the 
Government, not to-day but five years before, that it would follow the 
basic pattern. All the State Governments have accepted this and are 
acting accordingly. Now the question, that remamed, related to University 
Education and Secondary Education. The question of Secondary 
Education was even more important than that of University Education 
because, as a matter of fact, the real defect that lies in our system is to 
be sought therein. The British Government evolved this system not to 
give education to the people of our country but for the reason that they 
needed English-knowing persons of a special type for carrying on the 
work in their offices. It was for this reason that they established 
Universities. University Education could not exist without the co- 
existence of Secondary Education and Primary Education. Secondary 
Education was evolved only as a means of University Education. No 
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consideration was given to the fact that for thousands and millions of 
persons who cannot reach upto the stage of University Education, 
Secondary Education will not be the ^means’ but the *end’. Secondary 
Education, therefore, should be of that type and contain that element 
which can serve as an ‘end’ in the education of ninety per cent of our 
people rather than remian a mere ‘means’. The result was that the 
whole system of our education was misshapen. However, the most 
important thing was to hold an inquiry in regard to the Secondary 
Education and then to recognise it anew. Therefore, a commission was 
appointed. It submitted its report in nine months. Now the report came 
up before the Central Advisory Board. The Central Advisory Board 
appointed a committee in November to examine this report and to 
submit its recommendations in January to the Board at the time it holds 
its meeting. A meeting of the Board was held again in January. The 
recommendations came up before the Board. The Board accepted 
them and then chalked out a programme. To say that nothing is being 
done by way of reforms in the system of education is entirely meanigless 
and wrong. It has become a fashion today for any and every man to 
stand up and give expression to the platitude that the education system 
is defective. There should be reform no doubt, but tall talk leads us 
nowhere. What needs to be considered is that if there be reform what 
should be the mode thereof. The Education Ministry considered this 
and it can be claimed that the programme of reform that it has chalked 
out for itself at present, is the only correct programme. Given full co- 
operation of the State Governments we will reorganise Secondary 
Education within a short time. So far as University Education is 
concerned, there was for that too the need to have some such agency by 
which the necessary reform could be carried out. It is known to the 
Honourable Members that a University Grants Commission has been 
appointed for this very purpose. The work has been started and it is 
hoped, so far as University Education is concerned, that steps will be 
taken speedily in that direction. 

After this Shri Purushottamdas Tandon began his speech. As the 
discussion on education reform had already begun he too said a few 
words about it. But since this did not form the main burden of his speech 
I am also not paying much attention to it. 1 will urge upon him as well 
not to worry himself so far as education reform is concerned but to 
leave it to others 

Mr. Tandon 

Maulana Azad: That too, you should leave to others. There are 
others who will detect the errors. You are not the man for the job. 
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Mr. Algu Rai Sastri 

Maulana Azad: He was, however determined to take up the issue 
of Hindi; he had in fact come prepared for this. 1 do admit it is an 
important issue. It has been assured in the Constitution that English 
will go after fifteen years and that its place will be taken by Hindi in 
Devnagari script. It is accordingly our duty to give our keenest thoughts 
to it. I would have been immensely pleased had Shri Tandon given 
expression to his reactions to the programme which the Education 
Ministry has set for itself and to the plan of action which it has prepared 
and then formulated some of his suggestions. But I am constrained to 
say with regret that the way he began his speech made it evident from 
the very beginning that he had no mind to give any constructive 
suggestions. First, he made out a plan in his imagination, against the 
Education Ministry. Having prepared the plan he now wants to prepare 
his case for which he is collecting the material be it right or wrong. I will 
therefore let you know the plan he has formulated. His plan is to 
emphasise that we all know about this Education Minister that at the 
time the discussion started in the Constilutent Assembly he was in 
favour of Hindustani. Therefore even now whatever work is being done 
by the Education Minister or whatever help is being given by him is not 
for Hindi but Hindustani. This was the case that he formulated. 

Mr. Tandon 

Maulana Azad: My anger need not worry you. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I would only appeal to both hon. Members 
to address me, and not address each other. 

Maulana Azad: Tandonji just now said, “I did not say this. I never 
meant that the Education Ministry was not doing anything for Hindi 
and that all that was being done by it was for Hindustani. What I meant 
was that the greater inclimination of Education Ministry was towards 
Hindustani.” Be it as it may, I want to point out to you that this is utterly 
incorrect. What was the argument that he gave for this? Kindly look at 
the measure of honesty with which he formulated his plan. The first 
thing that he presented as an argument was that the Education Ministry 
was helping the Hindustani Prachar Sabha of Wardha. Now it is evident 
that the name Hindustani Prachar Sabha does not include the word 
‘Hindi’ in it. The word that finds place in it is ‘Hindustani’. It is to such 
an organisation that the Education Ministry is giving help. In this way 
he expected that the effect on the hearers will be that the Education 
Ministry was in fact inclined towards Hindustani as it was helping the 
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Hindustani Prachar Sabha, Wardha. I want to tell you that this line of 
argument is based on ‘deceptive reasoning’. I shall narrate the facts as 
they are ‘deceptive* (piirfareb). 

Mr, Tandon 

Shri S.S. More (Sholapur): What is the meaning of that word? Wc 
are not able to follow. 

Mr, Deputy-Speaker: What is the complaint of the hon. Member? 

Mauiana Azad: To utter the word ‘deceptive’ (piirfareb) during a 
discussion is certainly not unparliamentary. A member can say during 
the course of discussion that the way another honourable Member has 
put or presented something is not clear, that it is deceptive, that it is not 
straightforward enough. I do not concede the contention that the use of 
this word is unparliamentary. I n any case, I do not insist upon this word. 
1 want to say that the way he has presented it is not proper according to 
my thinking. 1 want to tell you that the Hindustani Prachar Sabha 
Wardha... (Jnternipiions ) . 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All that I am appealing to hon. Members is 
that there should be no interruptions in the middle. If the hon. Member 
who was on his legs takes exception to any particular word or phrase, 
as unparliamentary, I would like to know what exactly it is. If there is 
nothing of that kind, I shall ask the hon. Minister to proceed. 

Shri S.S, More: Our difficulty is that we cannot follow that word. 
(Inlemiplions). 

Shri Tundon: Ask the Prime Minister what the meaning of that 
word is. 

Shri De.shparide ((}una): On a point of order. Neither has the 

C hair nor have we understood the meaning of that word. No decision 
should be given without knowing the e.xact meaning of that word. The 
hon. Minister is speaking in Urdu, though Hindi is the National 
language. The Chair and the House should know the meaning oi that 
word. (Interruptions). 

Mr. Algu Rai Sastri 

Mauiana Azad: I think every member is entitled to say about any 
discussion that it has been done in a certain way or that something has 
not been put in the right perspective. He may also say that it has not 
been presented honestly. It ought to be said in reply that it has in fact 
been presented honestly. 

Dr. Rain Subhag Singh: Withdraw, (Intcrniptions). 
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Several Hon. Members rose — 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Order, order. Let me hear the hon. Minister. 

Shri Tandon: My speech consisted only of arguments not of 
abusive epithets against anyone. 

Maulana Azad: In any case, I do not insist upon any particular 
word. If you object to the use of these words 1 do not insist on their use. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Gurgaon): May I say a word? 

Maulana Azad: I want to say 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: It means dishonest^ and fraudulently. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister did not mean anything had 
against Mr. Tandon. Further, if the words import any such meaning, he 
has withdrawn them. 

Maulana Azad: Yes, now I want to tell you that.... 

Shri C.K. Nair (Outer Delhi): It does not mean anything more 
than 'misleading*. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Let the hon. Minister proceed. 

Maulana Azad: Now, kindly see the manner in which the case of 
the Hindustani Prachar Sabha came up before the Ministry. This 
organisation was in fact founded by Gandhiji. As Shri Tandon explained 
the other day, when Gandhiji came in conflict with the Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan he drew himself away from it and founded the Sabha. Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad became its Chairman and Kakasaheb Kalelkar and 
many others became its members. In the very life-time of Gandhiji a 
majority of those who looked towards him were its members. When 
Gandhiji died Dr. Rajendra Prasad called a meeting of this Sabha. The 
one question that came up was whether or not to continue it and it was 
decided that it should not be discontinued. Dr. Rajendra Prasad and 
other members were of the opinion that it was a memorial of Gandhiji 
and that it ought to be maintained. Hence it was maintained. Then 
question that arose on that occasion was that the source that gave it its 
income existed no longer and that if it was to be kept alive it ought to 
be given some help. Accordingly, Dr. Rajendra Prasad invited the 
attention of the Government to this. I enquired as to what was the 
scheme and the amount of money that was required for it. A scheme 
was formulated and presented which required a very huge sum. It was 
suggested that its office be brought to Delhi and that it should have its 
own press. All this meant that it should be given the help of many lacs 
of rupees as a non-recurring and about one lac of rupepes as a recurring 
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grant. The Education Ministry declined to do so but it agreed that the 
Government of India would be prepared to grant it as much as would 
be necessary for its maintenance. Hence a sum was granted. It is also 
to be borne in mind that although it is still known as the Hindustani 
Prachar Sabha, whatever is being done by it in practice is for Hindi. 
Hence, the grant was sanctioned. Now I want to ask my friend as to what 
does he think of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. Is he opposed to Hindi or is he 
one of its supporters? He is its chairman. Similarly what does he think 
of its other members? 

Dr. S.N. Sinha: On a point of order, Sir 

Maulana Azad : The day this question came up he was not the 
President. He was merely a chairman of the Sabha. He still continues 
to be its chairman. But when the issue came up he was not the 
President. That is why I have narrated the past events. These are the 
facts. There is no question of not relating them. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker : Does the- grant refer to a period when Dr. 
Rajeindra Prasad was not the President. 

Maulana Azad: Yes, When the recommendation was made he was 
not the President. 

Shri Tandon: The question that I raised referred to the period 
when he was President. Yesterday it was said by the Education 
Minister that it was on the recommendation of the President that the 
sum was allotted in the Budget. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have understoood the point of order. The 
house cannot be influenced by the mention of the name of the President 
or his association, either on the one side or the other. But, in this case, 
it so happens that he was the Chairman and made a recommendation 
at a time and it does not seem to be influenced merely because he is 
President today. The hon. Minister may refer to Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 

Maulana Azad : Yesterday, also I did not refer to the President, 
I referred to Dr. Rajendra Prasad. Anyway, I want to draw your 
attention to the fact that in regard to the aid given to the Hindi Prachar 
Sabha it is not right to draw the conclusion that the Education Ministry 
favours Hindustani and not Hindi. This body was set up in special 
circumstances. It was regarded as a memorial to Gandhiji. He had 
declared that he would keep this body functioning even if he were to do 
so all alone. Therefore, it was not considered proper to abolish it. And 
the organisation does work for Hindi, There is no question of Hindustani. 
I, therefore, wanted to point out that to draw any conclusions that the 
Education Ministry favours Hindustani is not correct. 
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Minister has heard every word that 
was uttered by the hon. Members the other day here. He is trying to 
explain. Let there be no misapprehension. 

Shri A.P. Sinha (Muzaffarpur East): Wc listened to the speeches 
of Tandonji and Seth Govind Das, bad as they were silently. Why don’t 
they let us listen to the speech of the hon. Minister? Sir, it is for you to 
ensure this to the House. 

Mauiana Azad: Tandonji next referred to this year’s non-recurring 
grant of 60,000 rupees to the Shibli Academy. This Academy continues 
to function for the last 30 or 40 years. It is true that all the books 
published by the Academy are in Urdu and that Gandhiji liked their 
books, patronised the Academy and wrote many articles about it. 
Anyway, the Academy has done useful and valuable work in Urdu. As 
the people working in this Academy arc those who took part in the 
Congress movement, they have contacts with Congressmen. About 
eight months ago, these people waited upon Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in a 
deputation and explained to him the condition of the Academy. They 
said that prior to the partition their books were largely in demand in the 
Punjab and Sind but now they had lost this market and owing to 
differences in the value of the rupee also much complicacy had been 
created. They stated that the condition of the Academy was so precarious 
that in the absence of an emergency grant of Rs. 60,000 they would be 
compelled to close it down. They did not ask for a recurring grant but 
on the basis of their figures demanded only an aid of Rs. 60,000 which 
would enable them to make necessary adjustments and the society 
could continue to function. The Prime Minister wrote a letter to the 
Finance Ministry and one to the Education Ministry expressing the 
view that this society should continue to function and that it would be 
undesirable that for want of such a small fund it should be compelled 
to close down and suggested that the matter should be considered. The 
Ministry also felt that it would not be desirable if this society was not 
given a small fund and had to close down, and that Pakistan could 
exploit the fact for propaganda purposes and say that after the partition 
the conditions in India are such that a society of this type cannot exist 
there. So, 1 also agreed that a lumpsum, non-recurring grant of Rs. 60,000 
be given to this society. 

1 want to draw your attention to one point and I want that we should 
think over it in a calm and cool manner. We should once for all try to 
see how our mind is working. The Central Education Ministry spends 
about fourteen crore rupees annually and if out of this amount a sum 
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of Rs. 60,000 is for once given to a society that works for Urdu, is it 
anything against which there should have been such severe complaints 
and such strong opposition? We should try to see in what narrow 
grooves our mind is working. A sum of Rs. 60,000 has been granted for 
another language of the country, arid we cannot tolerate it and we 
complain of it. 

Urdu is not the language of any religious group. Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians and others speak this language. Even if it were only Muslims 
who spoke Urdu - though that is not the truth - do we not have four and 
a half crore Muslims in India? And if a society that renders valuable 
service to Urdu is once given a sum of 60,000 rupees, is it anything that 
should be opposed and criticised as being a step for the progress of 
Muslim culture. Did they criticise it because they have love for Hindi? 
No. 

Who is opposed to Hindi? All are of one mind so far as the 
progresss of Hindi is concerned. They do not voice this criticism 
because they have love for Hindi but because they do not want to see 
any other language make progress. That is the motive behind it. If you 
want to rise to great heights, you are welcome to it; but in doing so do 
not try to dwarf others. That is not the right way. So far as Hindi is 
concerned, I can assure you that there is not a single individual in the 
whole of North India who does not want this language to progress or 
who is opposed to it. In North India even those people who do not 
themselves know Hindi ask their children to study this languge. If 
anything stands in the way of the progress of Hindi, I should say it is this 
mental attitude. Only in 1949 a society in Madras was working on the 
compilation of an encyclopaedia in Tamil and it requested Government 
of India for help. The Government thought that they were doing a good 
and useful work and granted Rs. 80,000 for the society. 1 1 emember how 
people protested and what was said at that time. The fact that we had 
granted Rs. 80,000 for the preparation of an encyclopaedia in Tamil was 
not a thing that should have disturbed anybody. But at that time also the 
same strong feeling was at work. It was not love for Hindi that 
motivated all the criticism. The feeling was: why should another 
language be given an opportunity to make progress? There is a desire 
that no other language should continue to exist. This means that you do 
not want the progress of Hindi but the fall of other languages. This is 
a wrong attitude. It is because of this attitude that Hindi does not make 
progress as speedily as it ought to. What is behind the opposition that 
Hindi has to face in the South? We should see that we do not oppose 
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any other language of India. We want to see ever>' language prosper. 
But all the same, we must remember that Hindi is the nsltional language 
of India and it is our duty, it is the duty of every Indian to be firm on this 
issue and make every sincere effort to develop Hindi. But a different 
attitude is adopted here - an attitude that my friend showed the other 
day when he said that a grant of 60,000 rupees to a society meant that 
this was done in the interest of Islamic culture. This is absolutely 
incorrect. No question of Islamic culture is involved in it. 

I want to tell you that you should not expect me to talk in a tone of 
flattery. Only that man indulges in flattery who has his axe to grind and 
who wants that everybody should be pleased with him and that he 
should not lose the office of a Minister. I have no self-interest. Forty 
years ago, when nobody had even heard of my friends sitting around 
here, I decided to dedicate my life to the service of the country. I am 
talking of 1907 when I was 18 or 19 years of age and joined the 
Revolutionary Party of Bengal. Since then my whole life has been an 
open book before the world. There is no desire left in me now. The 
larger part of my life is over. Whatever little remains will also end one 
day. I have no desire and no ambition now. I may tell you that when a 
man has no personal motive left in him, he loses his identiy. I meant that 
such a man is immune from wordly set-backs. Such a man is unassailable 
by weapons because this body is assailable so long as there is self- 
interest in a man. Once this weakness for the self disappears nothing 
can harm or injure a man. 1 may tell you frankly that for the misfortune 
that befell this country as a result of the two-nation theory and the 
establishment of Pakistan this sort of mentality, this sort of attitude has 
been as much responsible as the msiguided Muslims and the Muslim 
League. 

An Hon. Memben That is true. 

Shri V.G. Desapande (Guna): The hon. Minister should take back 
those remarks. 

Several Hon. Members: No, no. (Interruptions), 

Maulana Azad: This responsibility falls on people of such mentality 
also because you are treading the path of narrow-mindedness when you 
say that there is no place for any other language, there is no place for 
another community or for others’ rights. It is but natural that people 
who want to be separate will get an opportunity which they will exploit. 
They will say. “How can we leave our Government in the hands of such 
people?” 
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You know that I resisted such forces. I said that the Hindu intellect 
in India, the Hindu mind in India is not represented by this mentality. 
The Hindu mind and outlook are represented by Gandhiji and others 
who stand by him. I drew the attention of the Muslims to this fact and 
waged my struggle. 1 brought about a revolution in the minds of lakhs 
of Muslims. I have not been able to control my feelings in this matter, 
and 1 must tell you that so long as you continue to have a narrow-minded 
approach to such matters, you cannot achieve your objective. Your 
objective will, on the other hand, be harmed everyday. 

These people read out a list when they referred to this matter. They 
made mention of the Hindustani Prachar Sabha, Wardha and ttie Shibli 
Academy. Should they also not have made mention of the Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan which they praised so much and which has been receiving an 
annual grant of Rs. 40,000 from the Government of India for the last 
five years. 

Shri Tondon : 

Maulana Azad: Only when I reminded of it. 

Shri Tandon: 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken The hon. Minister is emphasising the other 
aspect which was not so prominently put by Shri Tandon. 

Maulana Azad: What I mean to say is that for years together we 
have been giving grants to those Hindi institutions in regard to which it 
has been said that they are not receiving any grant. A mention of this 
fact should also have been made. He says he did mention it but as far 
as I remember he mentioned it only after I had invited his attention to 
the fact. Actually I brought this to his notice twice, once in regard to the 
Nagari Pracharni Sabha for which the Government sanctioned a sum of 
rupees one lakh. Then he admitted that this amount had been given. 
But while adducing facts in support of his argument, he overlooked this 
thing. Only when 1 made reference to it he said that these institution^^ 
were also receiving the aid. 

I would take a little more of your time. Thereafter Seth Govind 
Dass will make his speech. 

Some Hon. Members: Why not pass it over? 

Maulana Azad: He started by saying that there were just two 
hurdles in the path of Hindi. One of these, he said, was English. He also 
said that he considered those people who had liking for English to be 
the offsprings of Macaulay. 

An Hon. Memben He has dot read English. 
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An Hon. Memben He has not read English. 

Maulana Azad: Then he said that Urdu was the second obstacle. 
I am at loss to understand how Urdu comes in here. 

Shri Nand Lai Sharma (Sikar): On a point of order: Is it not 
unparliamentary to use such language? {Interruptions). 

Several Hon. Members: No. 

Seth Govind Das : 

Maulana Azad: How is Urdu concerned with this? So far as the 
Education Ministry is concerned it has not created any Section for 
Urdu, but it has established a Hindi Section. It has chalked out a 
programme for Hindi and not for Urdu. Urdu in no way comes into the 
picture. 

I do not want to speak any more on that. But I wish to bring it to 
your notice that he said at the top of his voice, “The Education Ministry 
has decided to keep the international terms for science. This is absolutely 
wrong. I went to England and to France and everywhere i found that 
they had not adopted the international terms'*. I do not understand 
what was the source of such information for Sethji. Did he stand at the 
Charing Cross of London and call “International Terms", “International 
Terms”, but none turned up. 

Seth Govind Das: On a point of personal explanation. {Inlemiplions). 
1 am entitled to a personal explanation. I seek the protection of the 
Chair. {Interruptions) I did said this .... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member does not gauge the sense 
of feeling in the House; therefore he need not come forward with any 
personal explanation at present. Let him allow the hon. Minister to 
proceed. If any personal explanation has to be offered, I will give him 
a chance at the end. 

Maulana Azad: I do not know how Sethji has come to the 
cone lusion that there are no international terms in science which we arc 
going to retain. In the first instance, let me tell him how this decision 
came to be arrived at. It is not correct to say that the Education Ministry 
made this decision. The Education Ministry has nothing to do with it. 
The Government set up a University Education Commission. This 
Commission submitted a report in which it was recommended that for 
science studies international terms should be adopted in Hindi. This 
thing was put before the Central Advisory Board of Education. This 
Board is a body which represents the State Governments, the Universities 
and the educationists of the country. Naturally the Government attaches 
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value to its recommendations. When the matter was with the Board I 
received a letter from Dr. Raghuvira in which he said that he was not 
a member of the Board but he wanted to say something in the matter, 
I replied that it did not matter if he was not a member of the Board, that 
I was empowered to extend a special invitation to him and that he 
should gladly take part in the deliberations. So 1 invited him. He 
attended the meeting and spoke for an hour and a half. The members 
of the Board took it ill. Dr. Mudaliar stood up and said that it was not 
a school where a teacher could teach things to the students collected 
there. I interrupted him and pointed out that it was a matter of vital 
importance and we should invite and consider all points of view. He was 
therefore given full chance to express himself. Thereafter the Board 
unanimously accepted the recommendation of the Enquiry Commission, 
which says that for science international terms should be adopted in 
Hindi. Thus they endorsed the recommendation of the Enquiry 
Commission. The Government received this recommendation of the 
Board and it was considered in a Cabinet meeting. There we arrived at 
the decision that a body of expert educationists and scientists be formed 
which should take up the work of preparation of the terms. Consequently 
the Education Ministry established the Board which is functioning. 
What I want to suggest is that it is wrong to say that the decision was 
made by the Education Ministry. As a matter of fact this proposal was 
made by the University Enquiry Commission. The Board agreed with 
them and the Government also accepted the proposal. I would ask 
Sethji that when the question arises as to what should be done in regard 
to education in science, should the Government consult him or should 
they consult scientists like Dr. Bhatnagar. Dr. Ghose, Dr. Bhabha, Dr. 
Saba and Dr. Mudaliar who are already in that line? I am sure that 
Sethji would never claim that he has ever in his life served in the sphere 
of science. Let him say whether he has devoted a single minute of his life 
to science. His mere statement that there should be no international 
terms has no value. Let him think if such Devanagiri would be of any 
use. Anyhow, I am not going to draw too much on your time and would 
like to be brief. It is our duty to abolish English as the official language 
of the Central Government in a period of 15 years and to make earnest 
efforts to adopt Hindi. But how are we going to do so? Would it serve 
to repeat the word Hindi over and over again. Certainly it would not. It 
is quite a diOicult task to replace one language by another in administration 
which is not an ordinary thing. It involves difficulties. We have to 
overcome and remove them. The Education Ministry considered this 



186 


The Selected Works of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 


question in the year 1951 and chalked out a programme. The preliminary 
and fundamental thing was that we adopted a provision in the Constitution 
that Hindi shall be the official language after fifteen years. If we do not 
pay full attention to Hindi during these fifteen years and we think that 
in the sixteenth year Hindi will automatically become the official 
language and then all work will be done in Hindi, that is simply an 
illusion. In this way, not to talk of fifteen years, Hindi will not become 
the official language even in twenty-five or thirty years. Hence we must 
keep this basic fact in view that at least five years should be allotted for 
replacing English by Hindi in the Central Secretariat, for completely 
adopting Hindi in all the Ministries and Departments and for arranging 
the publication of all circulars, reports and Gazettes in Hindi in 
Devanagari script. That would enable us to have a trial and to know 
what shortcomings are there and what difficulties are to be encountered. 
For purposes of the administration it is necessary to have a specific 
pattern of language as we have in the case of English. Hindi will have 
to adopt a pattern on similar lines. This would take us at least five years. 
The Education Ministry has a programme before it that after ten years 
i.e. in the eleventh year, Hindi should be the official language side by 
side with English. Our friends from the South will have no cause for 
complaint because in the eleventh year we will not abolish English. We 
are going to keep it for full fifteen years, though Hindi will be adopted 
alongside with it. As for the possible objection that this would involve 
heavy expenditure on the part of the Government, almost double, I 
would say that this question of Hindi is of such a great importance that 
the Government should gladly bear the increased expenditure. But, let 
me reassure you that the expenditure will not increase to that extent. All 
States in Northern India have already declared Hindi to be their official 
language and they are advancing rapidly in their bid to realise that 
objective. When in the eleventh year the Central Government begins 
work in Hindi, it will not be necessary for them to send a single paper 
in English to all such States as U.P., Madhya Bharat, Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan. If all the need arises to have some duplication in work, 
even then, as I have already said, this work is of such vital importance 
that we should gladly bear the extra burden. One might object and say 
why eleven years, why should it not be adopted in the fifth year. My reply 
to that is that that would be just as wrong as not to adopt it in the 
eleventh year. This is a matter in regard to which we cannot move ahead 
unless we prepare the ground. Anyhow, the Education Ministry have 
made their programme for Hindi. They have divided these 15 years into 
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three periods of 5 years each. The programme for the first five years is 
to prepare terms. So far as education is concerned all terms upto the 
school standard must be finalised. Similarly, terms for administration 
should also be formulated. In so far as the State Governments are 
concerned, attempts should be made to make Hindi a compulsory 
subject at the secondary stage. Now, three years out of the first five have 
already passed. During these three years, one is glad to find that in the 
matter of schools, Travancore-Cochin State has given us its full co- 
operation and, notwithstanding the fact that they are strangers to 
Hindi, they have made Hindi compulsory at the secondary stage. 1 was 
pleased to learn that the Government of Mysore had also made it 
compulsory. It is also compulsory in Orissa and Assam. In two States 
only, viz,, Madras and Andhra, although Hindi has been introduced at 
the secondary stage, it is an optional subject and has not yet been made 
compulsory. From the requests that are received, we, however, find 
that, in spite of this, considerable number of people there take up Hindi 
and qualify in it. We hope the time is not far when these States will also 
make Hindi compulsory at the secondary stage. 

Shri Algu Rai Shastri: Will do surely. 

Maulana Azad: As for the terms eighteen thousand have already 
been prepared. I have called another meeting of the Board from the 
20th. They have been asked to submit a report on all their activities, so 
that we might know how to put through our programme in future and 
what new steps we should lake in this direction. 

As for the Hindi centres, it is well known that the Dakshin Prachar 
Sabha has been doing a very useful and valuable job for many years. 
There were three places, viz,, Assam, Orissa and Bengal, where no 
regular centre has yet been started. There too the Education Ministry 
has now established three centres. Teachers are being trained and 
efforts arc afoot to organise the propagation of Hindi there in the same 
manner as is being done in the Southern States. 

I shall not take any more of your time. There are just two matters 
of which I shall make a brief mention. Shri Chalterji has in his speech 
refered to Manbhum. The Central Government is aware that there is 
a group in Manbhum whose mother longue is Bengali and who want 
their children to be educated through the medium of Bengali. The issue 
was brought before us in 1949. Similar complaints had also come from 
one or two other Stales. Accordingly, I called a conference of State 
Ministers and placed the matter before them. The Conference resolved 
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unanimously that if in any Slate there were some people whose mother 
tongue happened to be different from the official language of the State, 
they should be given the opportunity to receive education through the 
medium of their mother tongue. A rule was laid down that if there 
happened to be 40 students in any school or 10 students in any class who 
wanted to receive their primary education through the medium of any 
particular language, arrangements should be made to that end. This 
recommendation came up before the Government of India who accepted 
it and incorporated it in their resolution of the 9th August. In the 
reports received by the Government of India from the Government of 
Bihar the former have been assured by the latter that they arc acting in 
accordance with this decision. 

Some Hon. Members: They are doing it 

Mauluna Azad: The complaint now made relates to quite a 
different matter. 1 am not yet in a position to form any opinion in this 
behalf. We must first of all ascertain the views of the Bihar Government 
without which we cannot form any opinion. If Shri Chatterjee could 
send me a short note I shall forward it to the Bihar Government and 
ascertain the real position. 

Shri N.C. Chatterjee (Hooghly): I shall send it to the hon. Minister. 

Maulanu Azad: There was reference to a certain matter in the 
speech of Shri Chettiar. I was not present on the day when my friend, 
the Minister of Finance delivered his speech. He was stated to have 
hinted in the course of his speech that the Ministry of Education had 
given up as unspent a sum of two crore rupees out of the current year’s 
allocation, I made enquiries from the Minisliy and from the facts and 
figures that I have received from them 1 have found that the sum 
involved is not two crores but just 84 lakhs. But even this sum of 84 lakhs 
includes some big items in regard to which no fault could be found with 
the Ministry of Education. The very nature of the grant was such that 
the money could not be spent at all. For instance, rupees ten lakh had 
been earmarked for the purchase of essential equipment for the 
Science Institute, Bangalore. This equipment was not received and the 
money could not, therefore, be spent. Whom should we have paid this 
money? 

Mr. S.S. More ... 

Muulunu Azad: Similarly a sum of several lakhs of rupees had been 
set apart for the Kharagpur In.stilute, for the purchase of equipment. 
That too has not been received yet but may possibly be rccieved in May 



Documents 


189 


next. Obviously the money could not be spent. We pay a certain sum 
every year to the Asiatic Society, Bangalore, for the acquisition and 
publication of Sanskrit manuscripts. This sum is provided for every 
year. At the very commencement of the year the Society is asked to 
submit their scheme and the money is paid on the receipt of the same. 
This time they have not been able to submit a scheme in spite of 
repeated reminders with the result that the year is over. During this 
period Shri Beni Prasad happened to call on me and I asked him about 
the scheme but he replied that he had none yet. Thus the money 
remained unspent. It would not be correct to say that this was due to any 
fault on the part of the Ministry of Education. This sum comprises some 
big items on which the money could simply not be spent. 

I shall not take any more time. I would ask you not to imagine even 
for a minute that the Ministry of Education has grown static. It has an 
active brain. It has made every possible effort in the past and will 
continue doing so in the future. It will gladly welcome any suggestion 
that you might make for any reform or improvement in its methods. But 
if ever any doubts arise or any whispers are heard I would like you to 
come to me. I am not a far away. I sit at a distance of just five yards from 
the Hall. You can meet me and find out what the matter is. I assure you 
that in so far as it is a question of the developmcnl of Hindi the 
Education Ministry realise its duly and will not be found wanting. 

Seth Govind Das: . . . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member is fully aware that after he 
has concluded his speech if some reference is made to portions of his 
speech, all that he can claim to have is that he can get up and remove 
a misunderstanding to that extent, in as brief and as few words as 
possible. No further additions should be made. 

Maulana Azad: Let me tell you that the Government have no 
intention of hindering the growth of education; on the other hand, they 
wish to promote it. This question is under the consideration of the 
Government and all that 1 can say for the present is that as lar as 
possible they will not try to pul an end to a going concern. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. Hon. Members ought not to 
get up when I am standing. However big an hon. Member might be he 
ought not to get up when I am standing. There must be some order and 
decorum observed in the House. 

I will now put all the cut motions relating to the Ministry of 
Education to the vote of the House. 
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The cut motions were negatived. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Now I will put the Demands to the vote of the 
House. 

The question is: 

“That the respective sums not exceeding amounts shown in the 
third column of the paper in respect of Demands Nos. 17, 18, 19, 20 and 
21 be granted to the President, to complete the sums necessary to defray 
the charges that will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31sl day or March, 1955, in respect of the corresponding heads of 
Demands entered in the second column thereof.” 

The motion was adopted. 

[The motions for Demands for Grants which were adopted by the 
House are reproduced below. ^Ed. of P.P.] 

Demand No. 17 - Ministry of Education 

‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 37,56,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the chatges which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending the 31sl day of 
March, 1955, in respect of ‘Ministry of Education’.*' 

Demand No. 18 - Archaeology 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 44,72,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending the 31st day of 
March, 1955, in respect of ‘Archaeology’.” 

Demand No. 19 - Other Scientific Departments 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,00,53,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending the 31sl day of 
March, 1955, in respect of ‘Other Scientific Departments'.” 

Demand No. 20 - Education 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 11,13,30,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending the 31st day of 
March, 1955, in respect of ‘Education’.” 
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Demand No. 21 -Miscellaneous Departments and Expenditure 

UNDER THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 30,17,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum necessary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending the 31sl day of 
March 1955, in respect of ‘Miscellaneous Departments and Expenditure 
under the Ministry of Education’.” 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. The House will now take up the Demands 
relating to the Ministry of Food and Agriculture. Those Demands are 
Nos. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 122, 123 and 124. They must be treated as having 
been moved by the hon. the Fmance Minister in accordance with the 
practice which we have been followng in the past five years. 
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Letter from Maulana Azad to Dr. Karan Singh 

New Delhi 
1954 


My dear Karan Singh, 

Although it is difficult for me to leave Delhi at present, I have 
decided to come to Srinagar for a couple of days to have a brief respite 
from the extreme heat of Delhi. I shall leave Delhi on the 16th June at 
8 A.M. by plane. 

I hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Azad 


Yuvaraj Karan Singh, 
Sadar-i-Riyasat, 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Srinagar 
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Maulana Azad’s address dated 5>4-1954 by inaugurating 
the Lalit Kala Academy 

1 am happy to welcome you all on the occasion of the inauguration 
of the National Academy of Art. Some of you will remember that when 
I addressed the All India Conference on Arts at Calcutta on August 29, 
1949, 1 told you that at the recommendation of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, the Government had decided to set up three academies, viz., an 
Academy of Letters to deal with Indian languages and literatures, an 
Academy of the Visual Arts and Architecture and an Academy of 
Dance, Drama and Music. The Academy of Dance, Drama and Music 
was accordingly set up in 1953 under the name Sangeet Natak Akademi. 
Similarly the Academy of Letters was set up under the title Sahitya 
Akademi in March this year. With the inauguration today of the 
Academy of Art under the title Lalit Kala Akadami, the programme for 
the establishment of the National Cultural Trust, which I had set before 
myself, is now complete. 

I have always been of the view that apart from the intrinsic value of 
art for its own sake, it is an essential element in education as it develops 
the feelings and aesthetic sensibilities of man. I may remind you of what 
I said at that conference in Calcutta in defence of art in education and 
life; 


“It is today realised that no education can be complete which 
does not pay proper attention to the development and- 
refinement of the emotions. This can be done best through 
the provision of facilities for training the sensibilities by the 
practice of one of the fine arts. Apart from the general 
question of developing the finer aspects of personality 
through artistic education, there is also the immediate utility 
of such education in developing our manual skill and perceptive 
sensibility. It is recognised today that education at pre- 
primary or nursery stage can be best imparted through 
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'v'^training the child in the matching of colour, shapes and sizes. 
This releases the creative instinct in the child and thus 
diverts his superfluous energy from merely destructive 
channels into those of social behaviour and decorum. Thus, 
whether from the point of view of the training of the 
emotions or refinement of sentiments or development of 
manual skill and creative urge, the importance of art as an 
element of education cannot be overemphasised.” 

I may tell you briefly what the Ministry has tried to do in furthering 
the development of art since the holding of the All India Conference. 
One of the recommendations of (hat conference was that regional 
surveys of indigenous art, including folk art, painting, sculpture, bronze- 
casting, etc., should be undertaken so that authoritative handbooks 
concerning art designs and techniques and methods and material used 
in India could be published. The Government of India accepted that 
recommendation and awarded five scholarships of the value of Rs.3,500 
each for the survey of indigenous art in Madras, Bombay, West Bengal, 
Orissa, Jammu and Kashmir. 

The Government also set up a body called the Bharat Kala Samiti 
to advise the Government in all matters pertaining to art and to 
promote the cause of art in the country until the establishment of the 
National Academy of Art. The Samiti has decided to sponsor a critical 
and comprehensive history of Indian art and has taken in hand the 
immediate publication of a Moghul album, a contemporary art album 
and a set of colour picture postcards. It is expected that these three 
volumes will be published before the end of the year. The Samiti is also 
considering the publication of a representative volume of Indian 
paintings, ranging from the earliest Ajanta frescoes to modern times. 
At the instance of Unesco, we have assisted the New York Graphic 
Society in bringing out an album of 32 colour reproductions of Ajanta 
paintings. 

In accordance with another resolution of the conference, a fund 
called the National Art Treasure Fund has been created with conU’ibutions 
from the Central and Stale Governments and private organisations and 
individuals. 

The Government have also instituted a system of scholarships for 
young workers in art and other cultural fields. The object of this scheme 
is to provide effective encouragement to young artists in order to give 
them suitable facilities for the development of their talents in the right 
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direction. Applications for the first batch of such f^^cholarships have 
been received and the selection of suitable candidates will be made in 
the near future. 

1 must also make a special mention of the establishment in August 
1949 of the National Museum in Rashtrapali Bhavan. Here we have 
collected, under one roof, specimens of Indian art from the earliest 
times to this day. 

Another important event in the world of art was the inauguration 
of the National Gallery of Modern Art in March this year. J aipur House 
was acquired for the purpose and some of the masterpieces of modern 
Indian painting are displayed there. Efforts are constantly being made 
to make the collection richer and more representative. On the occasion 
of the opening of the National Gallery, an All India Exhibition of 
contemporary sculpture was organised at Jaipur House and prizes 
awarded to artists who had done distinguished work in this field. 

In addition to these activities of the Ministry, voluntary efforts in 
the field of art have also been supported by suitable grants to various 
organisations. Special mention may be made of the grants paid to 
Shankar*s Weekly for the annual organisation of an International 
Exhibition of Children’s Paintings since 1952. A selection from those 
paintings has been published in an album entitled Child Art, We also 
arranged for an exchange of paintings between Indian and Japanese 
children. A grant was made to Rabindra Bhavan, Visva-Bharati, to 
organise exhibitions of Rabindranath Tagore’s paintings in Delhi, 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. Grants have also been made to the 
Indian Academy of Fine Art, Amritsar, and the All India Fine Arts and 
Crafts Society, New Delhi. 

Of special interest was the exchange of exhibitions of paintings and 
other forms of visual art with foreign countries. Since 1949 exhibitions 
from China and the U.S.S.R. have visited India while Indian exhibitions 
have been sent out to the U.K., Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, China, Japan, 
Australia, the U.S A., Canada and the U.S.S.R. A special tribute is due 
in this connection to U nesco which brought to India an exhibition of the 
paintings of Leonardo Da Vinci, a t'*avelling exhibition of colour 
reproductions of paintings from 1860 to date, an exhibition on '^Education 
and Peace,” another on ‘'Man against the Jungle” and a scientific 
exhibition: Our Senses and the Knowledge of the World. We have also 
participated this year in the international Art Exhibition in Venice and 
are helping to send an exhibition of Indian Art through the Ages to 
several middle Eastern, European and South American countries as 
well as to the U.SA. 
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I have, however, always held that in the field of art the role of the 
Government must be secondary. The Government should, no doubt, 
take an interest in the development of art but the truth is that art cannot 
really flourish until there are strong non-official agencies working for 
it. This is the main reason for the setting up of the Lalit Kala Academy 
which, though established by the Government, will work as an autonomous 
body and without any intereference from the Government in its 
activities. It is true that it is being set up by the Government but this is 
only because someone had to take the initiative in setting it up. Now that 
this has been done, the work of the Government is over and from now 
on it will be your function as members of the Akademi to provide 
inspiration to artists throughout the country. 

I may very briefly describe the constitution of the Lalit Kala 
Akademi. It is a corporate body and will work through a General 
Council, an Executive Board, a Finance Committee, and any other 
committee or committees set up by the (jencral Council or the 
Executive Board. 

The General Council will include, besides officers of the Academy, 
nominees of the Central and State Governments, representatives of 
recognised art organisations, eminent artists and the Directors of the 
National Museum and the National Art Gallery. 

The General Council will elect the Vice-Chairman and the mcmliers 
of the Executive Board, and the Finance Committee will approve the 
budget and appoint auditors. 

The Executive Board will be responsible for the supervision and 
control of the work of the Academy and its office, while the Finance 
Committee will consider the budget estimates, make recommendations 
to the Executive Board and prescribe the limit for annual expenditure. 

I referred earlier to the assistance received from Unesco in 
bringing to India an exhibition of European art. Unesco has now taken 
the initiative in organising a regional Seminar on “Arts and Crafts in 
General Education and Community Life” in Tokyo this very month. 
The object of this Seminar is to study ways and means whereby arts and 
crafts can enrich general education and contribute to the amenities of 
community life. I am particularly happy that Shri D.P. Roy Chowdhury, 
our first Chairman of the Lalit Kala Akademi, has been invited by 
Unesco to serve as the Director of this first Asian Seminar on Art. 

It appears to me right and proper that the Unesco Seminar should 
lay such stress on the place of art in everyday life. Here in India we have 



Documents 


197 


always recognised that art is an essential element in the culture of the 
individual and the community. We have our simple village women who 
do beautiful alpana and decorate their homes. We have our village 
craftsmen who weave designs and patterns that are the envy of trained 
artists in the sophisticated countries of Europe and America. If we ask 
how even the poor in India have developed such pure taste in art, the 
answer to my mind is that this is due to the splendid architectural and 
sculptural work we find in our religious buildings. From earliest times, 
the temple was not only a place of worship but a place of beauty. During 
the Middle Ages magnificent mosques were built which combined 
great nobility with great simplicity. The common man who was continually 
seeing these splendid works of art could not but develop a pure and 
refined taste. A country which produced Konark or the Brihadeswara 
Temple or the Taj Mahal had not only a high conception but also 
inimitable skill in art. The minds which conceived these noble edifices, 
the hands which shaped them and the patronage which made their 
construction possible evoke our admiration to this day. 

The patronage to art which in former days was extended by kings 
and nobles will have to be given by the people and the State in 
contemporary India. I am attracted by a system which, I underst^d, is 
in vogue in Sweden. Under this system whenever any public building is 
constructed, a percentage of the estimated expenditure is earmarked 
for sculpture, painting and other decoration. I have under consideration 
a similar proposal so that in future all public buildings, constructed with 
Slate funds, may provide opportunities to our artists of today to display 
their talent. 

I need hardly repeal to an audience like the present one, the record 
of India's glorious heritage of art. In the field of architecture, she has 
monuments which challenge comparison with the best anywhere in the 
world. Her sculptures have a plastic quality and vitality that have 
evoked the admiration of the most carping critics. Her paintings, 
whether they are the ageless frescoes of Ajanta or the exquisite 
miniatures of the Middle Ages, are a precious heritage for the whole 
world. Not only in such traditional works of art, but also in articles of 
everyday use - made of clay or stone, brass or ivory, silver or gold, of 
bamboo, cane or wicker - her artists and artisans display wonderful 
skill. 

The Lalit Kala Akademi, which is being set up today, must work to 
preserve the glorious traditions of the past and enrich them by the work 
of our modern artists. It must also seek to improve standards and refine 
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public taste. If it serves this purpose, and 1 have every hope it will, the 
Academy will have justified itself to India and the world. 

I am glad to announce that the Government have decided to give 
land and to provide funds for the construction of suitable buildings for 
the three academies. 1 hope that in a year's time these academies will 
be lodged in their own buildings. 
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Maulana Azad’s Address dated 14-8-1954 at 
the Conference on Sports 

I have put you to the inconvenience of coming all the way to Delhi 
ir. this weather, but 1 am sure that in view of the importance of the 
subject we are going to discuss, you will not consider any apology 
necessary. I also hope that the results which this conference may 
achieve will more than make up tor the mconvenience caused you. 

As you probably know, the Government of India have initiated 
several schemes for Youth Welfare. Something has already been 
achieved within a short period but a great deal remains to be done. With 
regard to games and sports, I have been watching the scene for some 
lime now with mcreasing concern but I have so far abstained from 
intervening. I believe that, in such matters, we should rely on voluntary 
effort and self-help rather than on arrangements, howsoever good, 
imposed from above. I understood that certain efforts were being made 
by persons actually concerned with sports organisations to set their 
house in order, and 1 therefore thought it best for the Government to 
await the result of those efforts and, if those efforts bore fruit, to give 
all possible support to the new arrangements. It appears, however, that 
conditions are such that they are difficult to reform and that it will in any 
case be a long process. 1 do not wish to go into the rights and wrongs of 
it, I cannot, however, ignore the fact that not only are we far behind even 
much smaller countries in games and sports but also that our general 
standards are poor and our interests meagre. Sports and games have a 
very important role to play in the building up of a healthy nation but one 
cannot say that they are playing that role in our country at all effectively. 
Indeed, I am not sure whether the popular interest in games and sport.s 
was not greater and standards comparatively higher thirty or forty years 
ago. 

It is against this background that I have invited you today to 
consider what measures should be adopted to improve the existing state 
of affairs. 1 have deliberately not put before you any fixed agenda as 1 
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would like you to feel free to raise whatever points you may consider 
specially important. It will, of course, not be possible for this conference 
to go into details, and we can perhaps leave that to a smaller body which 
may be set up to advise the Government from time to time on all 
matters concerning sports and games. Here we can usefully confine 
ourselves to a discussion of the main questions. 

We must consider the resources, both human and material, at our 
disposal and examine how they can be utilised to the best advantage. As 
for the human material, I sec no reason to believe that it is in any way 
inferior to the human material in any other country, but we must devise 
effective means for its mobilisation and training. It is in my opinion a 
question of organisation. You, with your rich and intimate experience 
of sports, can no doubt suggest the most effective concrete steps to take. 
It appears to me, however, that the greatest need is to have not only 
effective but clean organisations which will be free from defects that 
one hears so much about. The sports organisations must command 
general confidence and respect; they must therefore not merely be 
good but also appear to be good, so that their leadership is accepted and 
the largest possible numbers come into the fold of sports. We must 
draw into sports, leaders and organisers who are genuinely devoted to 
sports and eliminate those who merely seek personal advantage. 

Another point which I would like to emphasise in this connection 
is that while the Government should undoubtedly do all that lies in their 
power to encourage and support sports, the main responsibility must 
remain with those institutions and organisations which are actively 
engaged in the work, so that sports rest on voluntary, spontaneous and 
popular effort. 

The main problem therefore appears to be to evolve an organisation 
which will (a) be democratic, resting on the willing and enthusiastic 
endeavour of the largest number of persons possible, (b) build on the 
good work already done by the existing organisations and (c) be both 
effici :nt and on healthy lines, ensuring fairplay and the spirit of 
sportsmanship, the participation of the largest number from the lowest 
levels (school and district) upwards and good competitive standards at 
all levels. 

A very important part of the problem of organisation is the 
provision of coaching and training facilities. I am aware that certain ad 
hoc coaching schemes were initiated in the past; unfortunately they 
were not only too few but also inadequate in their approach. It is not 
enough that some hurried coaching arrangements should be made in 
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preparation for a particular competitive event. Not only does it fail to 
yield the desired result but it also places the wrong emphasis on 
competitive events. While we would all be gratified by the success of 
Indian participants in international contests, what is really important is 
not success in particular competitive events but the building up of a 
nation physically fit and imbued with the spirit of sportsmanship. Even 
from the point of view of competitive events, real success can only be 
achieved if specialised coaching is based on wide playing facilities and 
training arrangements from the lowest level upwards, ue, from school 
onwards. 

The two main problems of material resources are those of palygrounds 
and finances. Here also it is the duty of the Government to give the 
utmost help possible but I must again emphasise that no constructive 
endeavour of a self-respecting people can depend entirely on Government 
help. While therefore the Government and the other public authorities 
must be urged to make their due contribution, the various sports 
organisations must continually explore all possible means of strengthening 
themselves by their own efforts and by enlisting wide popular support. 
They must, in other words, try to stand on their own legs and look to the 
Government only to supplement their efforts. 

I have put before you briefly some of my own thoughts on the 
subject and I now invite you to a full and frank exchange of ideas, so that 
before we disperse we not only have a clear picture of the problems 
before us but we also have a reasonably definite plan of tackling these 
problems. As I have said before, I do not think it will serve any useful 
purpose to find fault with others in a negative way. We should acknowledge 
that, in spite of severe handicaps and limitations, many organisations 
and individuals among you and elsewhere have rendered valuable 
service in the cause of sports, but we should also acknowledge that the 
total picture at present is far from gratifying. Having done that, we 
should evolve concrete and constructive steps to improve the present 
position as speedily as possible. As for myself, I shall listen to you 
eagerly to find out in what ways the Government can help, and 1 assure 
you that your suggestions will receive the fullest and the most earnest 
consideration of the Government. I am personally determined to do 
everything possible, with your co-operation, to give our youth a better 
deal than they have had so far. 
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Reply of Mauiana Azad to the questions asked in the 
House of People by Mr. M. Valiuila on August 
26,1954 

ScHouiJSHiPs TO Foreign Students 

Shri M. Vaiiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the number of scholarships granted to foreign students for 
study in India during the year (i) 1953-54, and (ii) 1954-55; 

(b) the countries to which these scholarships were allotted; and 

(c) the terms under which these scholarships were granted? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad): (a), (b) and (c) A statement 
is laid on the Table of the House. {See Appendix VIII, Annexure No. 
34.) 
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Reply of Maulana Azad to the questions asked by 
Mr. Dwivedy in Rajya Sabha on August 26, 1954 
about N.R.S.R. 

Shri S.N. Dwivedy: Will the Minister for Natural Resources and 
Scientific Research be pleased to state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that a Mineral Advisory Board has been set 
up recently by Government to report on the establishment of a plant for 
the benefication of low grade mineral ores; 

(b) if so, whether Government have received any report from this 
Board; and 

(c) what are the findings of the Board? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abut Kalam Azad): (a) On the recommendation 
of the Mineral Advisory Board a Committee was set up on 11th June 
1954 to examine and recommend ways and means of persuading private 
enterprise to set up a ferro-manganese plant and to advise on bcnefidation 
of ores generally. 

(b) and (c) The report of the Committee is awaited. 
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Answer dated 1 •9-1954 given by Maulana Azad in the 
Council of States (Rajya Sabha) to the questions 
asked about the Research Fellowship Scheme 

Shri M. Valiulia: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether a Research Fellowship Scheme has been pul into 
operation from June 1954 as indicated by the Ministry in their annual 
report for 1953-54; 

(b) if so, the nAmber of scholarships awarded so far; and 

(c) the number of scholars carrying on research under this scheme 
at present? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a), (b) and (c) Six scholarships 
are to be awarded under the Scheme but as the necessary information 
from universities was not received in lime the selections have not yet 
been finalised. 
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Answers dated 1-9-1954 of Maulana Azad to the 
questions asked in the Rajya Sabha 

Indian Histoiucal Records Commission 

Shri M. Vaiiuila; Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state; 

(a) the number of important old records and historical materials 
brou^t to light in 1953-54 by the Indian Historical Records Commission; 
and 

(b) which are those records and materials? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scienctific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (u) The Indian Historical 
Records Commission is not concerned with the acquisition and bringing 
to light of historical records. If, however, the hon. Member desires to 
know how many papers were read and on which subjects at the last 
annual meeting of the Commission, a list is attached. [5ec Appendix 
VIII, annexure No. 62.) 

(b) Does not ari.se. 
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Answers dated 1-9-1954 of Maulana Azad to the 
questions asked in the Rajya Sabha 

Training in Archives Science 

Shri M. Valiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state; 

(a) the year from which the National Archives Department has 
been conducting post-graduate courses in Archives Science: 

(b) the number of trainees admitted each year to the post-graduate 
course; and 

(c) the number of under-graduate trainees receiving training in the 
year 1953-54? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad): (a) There is no post-graduate 
course in Archives Science; but from 1942 training courses in Archives 
are being conducted. 

(b) The figures are as follows: 


Year 

One year’s Dip- 
loma course in 
Archives Keeping 

Three months 
short course 
of training 
in Archives 
Keeping 

1942 

1 

3 

1943 

2 

4 

1944 

2 

2 

1945 

2 

2 

1946 

2 

4 

1947 

2 

3 

1948 

3 

6 

1949 

i 

3 



Docum«nts 

1950 

2 

1 


1951 

5 

3 


1952 

7 

29 


1953 

4 

29 


1954 

■. 

15 

(upto 


33 

104 

Januaty-March 

Session) 
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Answers, dated 1'9-1954, of Mauiana Aazd to the 
questions asked in the Rajya Sabha 


Maps collected by National Archives 

Shri M. ValiuIIa: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the number of maps and charts collected by the National 
Archives so far; and 

(b) out of them, how many are of historical importance and how 
many are of geographical interest? 

The Minister for Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) About 10, (XX). 

(b) All are historical importance. 
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Answers, dated 1-9-1954, of Maulana Azad to the 
questions asked in the Council of States 

Mobile Microfilm Unit in the National Archives 

Shri M . Valiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether a mobile microfilm unit has been installed in the 
National Archives to microfilm rare manuscript collections on the spot; 
and 

(b) the number of places at which this mobile microfilm unit has 
worked so far? 

The Minister for Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Abui Kaiam Azad): (a) Not yet. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Answers, dated 1 ’9*1 954, of Maulana Azad to 
questions asked in the Councii of States 

Photo Duplication Services to Foreign 
Scholars and Institutions 

Shri M. Valiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the number of institutions and scholars from outside India for 
whom photo duplication services were made available during the year 
1953-54 and so f^ar in 1954-55; 

(b) whether any fee was levied for making these services available; 
and 

(c) if the answer to part (b) above be in the affirmative, what was 
the amount collected during the above period? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) 10. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Rs. 847-12-6. 
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Maulana Azad’s replies to questions asked 
in the Rajya Sabha on 1-9-1954 

Historical Enquiries made to the National Archives 

Shri M. Valiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the number of enquiries of a historical nature from scholars 
outside India received by the National Archives of India during the year 
1953 - 54 ; 

(b) the number of such cases attended to in that year; and 

(c) the names of the countries from which such enquiries were 
received? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) Nil. 

(b)and(c) Do not arise. 
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Answers dated Q-S-IGSA, of Maulana Azad in Rajya 
Sabha to the questions asked about the Committee 
appointed to undertake a study and appraisal of 
Promising Ideals etc. 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientltlc 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) Y es, Sir. A Committee has 
been appointed. 

(b) (i) The personnel of the Committee is as follows: 

1. Dr. K.L. Shrimali. 

2. ShriJ.CMathur. 

3. ShriR.K.Patil. 

4. Shri L.K. Elmherst (U.K.) 

5. Dr. LH. Foster (U.SA) 

(ii) Tbe Committee will undertake a study <md appraisal of promising 
ideas, institutions and experiments in the Held of higher education in 
rural areas. The team will visit existing institutions doing experimental 
work in this field, and make recommendations to Government for the 
reorientation of rural higher education. 
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Mauiana Azad’s Answers to questions asked In 
Rajya Sabha on 14’9’1954 

Records of the East India Company 

Shri Govinda Reddy: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state; 

(a) whether there is a scheme for the publication of all the records 
of the East India Company; and 

(b) if so, what are the particulars of the scheme? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Abul KalamAzad): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Maulana Azad’s Answers dated 14-9’1954 to the 
questions asked in Rajya Sabha 


Preparation of National Calendar 

Sbri Govinda Reddy: Will the Minister for Natural Resources and 
Scientific Research be pleased to state: 

(a) whether a National Calendar is under preparation; and 

(b) if so, when it is expected to be ready? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The work is almost completed. It is expected that it will be 
finished by the end of 1954. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad and his Parliamentary 
Secretary in Lok Sabha to the questions asked 
on 20’9-l954 regarding the education of 
Scheduled Caste students 

The Parliamentaiy Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) Yes - to Madhya Pradesh Government. 

(b) A sum of Rs. 45,2000 was paid by the Government of India to 
the Madhya Pradesh Government in 1953-54 under the Scheme for the 
Removal of Untouchability, which included the grant of scholarships to 
Harijan students for Middle School, High School and College education. 

Dr. M.M. Das: I think that question may conveniently be put to the 
State Government of Madhya Pradesh. 

Hie Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientiflc 
Research (Mauiana Azad): Whatever the grant by the Central 
Government, it is made to the State Government. 



Document No. 83 


Replies of Maulana Azad and his Parliamentary Secretary 
to the questions asked in Lok Sabha on 20-9-1954 

Arabic Transutions of Ramayana etc, 

Shri R.S. Lai: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that the copyright of the Arabic Translations 
of some of the Sanskrit Classics such as the Mahabharata, Ramayana, 
Shakuntala, etc. have recently been purchased by Government; 

(b) if so, the number and the names of the books; and 

(c) the price paid for them? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Six. The Ramayana, Maltabhamta, the BItagwad Gita, Shakuntala, 
Nala Damayanti and the Divine Chronicles (a summary of Indian 
Mythology). 

(c) Rupees eighty thousand. 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi: May I know whether translations in other 
languages have also been ordered? if so what are those languages. 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): No. other translation work is, at present 
being done. 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi: May I know whether the Education Ministry 
will try to have translations in other languages also? 

Mr. Speaker. The question is not clear to me. 

Shri M.L. Dwivedi: The question is whether translations in other 
languages will also be purchased in due course? 

Maulana Azad: Yes, if any such proposal comes before the 
Government, the Government will, gladly, think over it. 

Shri S.N. Das: May I know whether Government can give an idea 
of the number of copies likely to be sold in these countries? 

Dr. M.M. Das: That has not yet been determined. The mauscripts 
are still lying with our Embassy in Egypt. 
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Replies of Maulana Azad and his Parliamentary Secretary 
to the questions asked in Lok Sabha on 20>9*1954 

Education of Children 

Shri Dholakia: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state; 

(a) whether Government have formulated any policy regarding the 
education of children between three and six years of age; 

(b) if so, the main aspects of the policy formulated; and 

(c) the amount of expenditure proposed to be spent over its 
implementation? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Shri S.N. Das: May I know whether there is any proposal under the 
consideration of the Government to send a team of officers or educationists 
to study the experiments going on in this regard in other countries? 

Dr. M.M. Das: So far as pre-primary education is concerned, no 
such scheme is there, so far as I know. 

Shri Dholakia: May I know whether Government intend to appoint 
a Commission just as they have appointed a Commission regarding 
secondary education? 

Dr. M.M. Das: I must submit to the hon. Member that pre-primary 
education is the responsibility of the State Governments, and so far as 
the Central Government is concerned, the highest priority has been 
given to universal primary educaiion. 

Shri S.N. Das: May 1 know whether in any institute under the 
control of the Central Government any experiment in this regard is 
being made? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientitic 
Research (Maulana Azad): The experiment is going on in this connection. 

Shri S.N. Das: Regarding the education of these children between 
three and six years of age. 

Mauiana Azad: Inhere is no institution under direct control of the 
Central Government. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad and Mr. Tyagi in Lok Sabha 
to the questions asked on 20-9-1954 

English in the Armed Forces 

Shri Gidwani: Will the Minister of Defence be pleased to state 
what is the policy of Government in regard to the position of English in 
the Army and of the medium of instruction in the Defence Academy in 
Poona? 

The Minister of Defence Organisation (Shri l^agi): The policy of 
the Government is that withing a period of fifteen years from the 
commencement of the Constitution, English should be replaced by 
Hindi. Till then English may have to be the medium of instruction at the 
National Defence Academy which is expected to move to Kliadakvasla 
by the beginning of 1955. 

Shri Gidwani: May 1 know whether the change will be made after 
fifteen years or whether some start will be made earlier? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): In this connection the policy of the 
Government is to have Hindi as the medium of instruction after ten 
years, but English will continue to be there till the fifteenth year. 

Shri Velayudhan: May I know whether the particular words or 
terminology in Hindi for those now used in the Army are being 
discovered by the scholars, so that they may be used for the training of 
the Military personnel? 

Shri T^agi: Yes, Sir. 

Shri T.N. Singh: May I know whether it is proposed to start 
instruction in the medium of Hindi language only at the end of ten years 
or any begining will be made right now in certain classes? 

Shri lyagi: There are quite a large number of subjects in the Army 
in which the medum of instruction is already Hindi. But in highly 
technical subjects which are scientifically very intricate and require a lot 
of scientific phraseology, there of course, Hindi could not be taken up. 

Shri G.P. Sinha: May I know how many books necessary for Army 
training have been translated in Hindi? 

Shri lyagi: I have no information about that. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad to the questions asked In the 
Council of States (Rajya Sabha) on 21-9-1954 

Fellowships to French Students 

Sbri M. Valiulla: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the number of Fellowships awarded to French nationals during 
1953-54 for- 

(i) research work; and 

(ii) teaching at Indian universities; and 

(b) the number of scholarships awarded by France to Indian 
students during the same period? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and ScientiHc 
Research (Maulana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) Six. They do research work 
as well as teach the French language at Indian Universities. 

(b) Twelve fresh awards and 14 renewals. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad and his Parliamentary Secretary 
to the questions asked in Lok Sabha on 23-9-1954 

Social Welfare Institutions 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the number of social welfare institutions which are expected to 
receive aid from the Central Social Welfare Board within the Five Y ear 
Plan period; and 

(b) how much of the amount set apart for the year 1953-54 has been 
utilised by the Central Social Welfare Board in that year? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) It is not possible to state the number till the period is 
over. 

(b) The Board has sanctioned grants to the extent of R$. 20,21,000 
during 1953-54. Out of this, an amount of about Rs. 10.5 lakhs has been 
disbursed to the institutions up-to-date. 

Shrimati Jayashri rose — 

■ Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May 1 know whether the units of the 
Social Welfare Board have been organised in all the States? If not, in 
which States have not been organised? 

Dr. M.M. Das: In a large number of States - 1 have not the figures 
with me,— but it will be about ten States where State Boards have not 
yet been organised. 

Mr. Speaker. Shrimati Raijee may put her question. 

Shrimati Jayashri: I wanted to ask the same question. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I know whether any condition is 
imposed before ^Ning such grant to the institution, and is it a fact that 
in some cases the institution consists of only one person to whom the 
grant is given? 
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The Minister of Education and Naturai Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): No ! any such case has not come to our 
notice. 

Shri Bhag[wat Jha Azad: I asked in my first question and the 
Government said that they had no figures up till now of the number of 
institutions to whom the grant has been given. May I know what action 
has been taken where the branch of this Board has not been organised? 

Dr. M.M. Das: I have not said that there is no record of the 
different institutions to which grants have been given. I only said that at 
present I do not know what are the States of India in which the State 
Boards have not been constituted. I can name the States where grants 
have been given. I have got with me the amounts of grants and the 
different institutions to which the grants have been given. 
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Answers of Maulana Azad and his Parliamentary Secretary 
to the questions asked in Lok Sabha on 23-9*1954 

Training in Discipune 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Will the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a three weeks training course was 
conducted in Kasturba Niketan, Delhi, for inculcating a sense of 
discipline among children; and 

(b) if so, whether Government now propose to conduct similar 
courses in other places also? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education (Dr. 
M.M. Das): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The Delhi State Government has been advised to consider the 
desirability of trying this scheme in other Schools also. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I know whether the Government has 
ascertained whether, in such a training which is only for three weeks 
there is any extra cost involved and whether it is a fact that this training 
can be introduced without any cost? 

Dr. M.M. Das: Nothing can be produced without any cost. For this 
training also we have to appomt, according to the scheme, ex-service 
men as instructors in the schools. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May 1 know if it is in the knowledge of the 
hon. Parliamentary Secretary that such a training was imparted to the 
Kasturba Niketan girls and boys at no cost, without incurring any extra 
expenditure? 

Dr. M.M. Das: In that case - 1 speak subject to correction, - the 
Deputy Minister of Rehabilitation took the charge of instructor on 
himself; but even so, approximately Rs. 5,(X)0 or so were spent on the 
scheme. 
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Shri Raghuramaiah: May I know whether the Government is 
considering to take up this with the other State Governments also 
besides the Delhi Government? 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientiflc 
Research (Maulana Azad): Yes, this is under consideration. 
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Maulana Azad’s address at the 9th annual session of 
A.I.T.E., held in New Delhi on 30.10.1954 

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to the 9th annual meeting 
of the All India Council for Technical Education. 

Since our last meeting, the constitution of the Council has been 
further revised to ensure better co-ordination in the work of the 
Committees and the Boards of the Council. I am happy that we have, 
with us here today, the Chairmen of the Regional Committees and the 
Chairmen of the Boards of Studies of the Council. 

In view of the importance of improving the quality of higher 
education, the Central Government decided last year to set up a 
University Grants Commission. This body has been entrusted not only 
with the task of assessing the financial needs of the universities but also 

taking other appropriate steps for the maintenance and improvement 
of standards. I am glad to note that freindly relations have already been 
established between the University Grants Commission and the Council 
in the field of technical education. The University Grants Commission 
has accepted the suggestion of the Co-ordinating Committee to utilise 
the machinery of the Council for the assessment of the needs of the 
Technologic^ Departments of the universities. I welcome on the 
Council, the Chairman of the University Grants Commission as an ex- 
officio member. 

We are meeting today after a lapse of more than a year and a half. 
During this period, our Co-ordinating Committee has been active in 
carrying out the policy and programme laid down by us at the last 
meeting. The successful implementation of the Five Year Plan on the 
general lines indicated by the Council is, in no .small measure, due to the 
untiring efforts of the R^k>nal Committees and other Special Committees. 

It is heartening to see that as a result of the work of these 
Committees of the Council, before the close of the first Five Year Plan 
period, we shall have in the country a fair number of post-graduate 



Documents 


225 


courses in engineering and technology as also arrangements for advanced 
work and research. We shall also have a network of facilities in 
management studies, a subject which has assumed great importance in 
recent times. An Administrative Staff College and a National Institute 
of Management will also have been set up largely through the efforts of 
industry and commerce. At least three, if not more, of the regional 
schools of printing technology will also have been functioning. The 
provision for architectural studies will have been expanded considerably 
and a Central School of Town and Regional Planning will have been 
established on firm foundations. As you all know, in the past we have 
had to send a large number of our students abroad for study in these 
subjects. 

Last, but by no means least, the needs of all existing institutions, 
preparing students for the first degree and diploma courses, will not 
only have been assessed but the majority of them will have largely 
completed their programme of development. All this is, by no means, 
small achievement when one considers that the work was started only 
after February 1953 when the Council gave general directives on new 
developmental projects. 

The increasing interest, which the State Governments arc taking in 
the work of the Council, is evident from the reports of the work done 
by the Regional Committees as also the items put forward for consideration 
of the Council by some of the State Governments. I am glad that the 
State Governments are working hard to improve the provision for 
technical education within their States. I am sure that your deliberations 
on the points raised by them will help us to formulate policies and 
ensure co-ordinated development. 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, has, as you will 
remember, been established in terms of the recommendations of the 
Council. Its progress has been remarkable. It has on its rolls today 1090 
students receiving instruction for the first degree and post-graduate 
courses in various branches of engineering and technology. Some are 
also doing advanced work and research. Us Board of Governors has 
decided to introduce a number of courses at the post-graduate level 
commencing with the July 1955 session. Having regard to all the 
developments that have taken place in the country, the Board has 
drawn up a plan under which the Institute will ultimately have 1800 
students in all ~ 1200 for the first degree and 600 for post-graduate 
courses and advanced work. 1 have every hope that, in course of time, 
this Institute will develop into an institution of which India may well be 
proud. 
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One of the important items on the agenda is the preparation of the 
Second Five Year Plan. 1 realise that it has come soon after the framing 
of detailed schemes to implement the First Five Year Plan. The work 
done by the Council during the brief space of a year and ten months has, 
however, brought to the forefront the various problems of technical 
education. We are therefore in a position to indicate the general lines 
of development for the five-year period, 1956-61. Although final decisions 
have not yet been taken, the general expectation is that the Second Five 
Year Plan will be an “Industrial Plan.” It is important therefore that we 
should plan ahead and be ready to meet its demands. Since it takes 
three to four years to train technical personnel, it is necessary to decide 
immediately what steps to take to speed up our machinery of training 
to cope with the possible requirements for the next five years. 

Tentative suggestions in regard to what might be included in the 
Second Five Year Plan have been made in the notes circulated to you. 
I think the time has come when we should seriously consider the setting 
up of more higher technological institutions. The site for the Western 
Institute has already been acquired and the Government of Bombay 
has expressed its eagerness to go ahead with the project. The Central 
Government therefore propose to start the preliminary work so that 
the second Institute may come into being with the commencement of 
the Second Five Year Plan. 

I also feel that greater activity, both in intensity and scope, is 
necessary in the field of co-operative projects with the industry. 
Apprenticeship training schemes at all levels have not yet received the 
attention they deserve. In this, the active interest and co-operation of 
ihe industry are the forerunners of any successful schemes. The 
(iovernmcnt has already accepted the recommendations of the Secondary 
Education Commission lo pro\ »de diversified courses at the secondary 
level Such courses can be useful only if opportunities are available to 
children leaving school to go into industry as learner-workers or 
apprentices having at the same time facilities for part-time instruction 
in technical schools. Such schools could be set up by industry. Provision 
should also be made for such part-time instruction in the existing 
engineering colleges, which are at present doing mostly full-time work. 

I am glad to note that in so far as graduate apprenticeship training 
is concerned, it has been^. ossible to secure fairly good response from 
the industry. All the same, what has been done is not enough. Much 
more will have to be done at all levels. 1 take this opportunity of making 
a special appeal to the representatives of the industry and commerce on 
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the Council and the industrialists outside to participate fully in the 
apprenticeship schemes, which must be worked out and put into effect. 

Of late, I have seen tendencies, particularly amongst the Government 
Departments, to set up separate institutions for their staff members. 
Their plea is that the establishment of such training centres will lead to 
greater efficiency than can be obtained if training were arranged in the 
existing institutions. I think this matter requires further consideration, 
and I would request the Council to devise the necessary measures to see 
that the special needs of the various organisations are adequately 
fulfilled by the existing institutions. If this requires the provision of 
special courses, expert staff or additional equipment, we should be 
prepared to sponsor them. I am sure that such arrangements would 
prove benefldal both to the organisations and the institutions concerned. 
They should help to tone up the standards at the institutions and make 
them alive to the needs of the industry, commerce and other technical 
departments. A further advantage would be that the job could be done 
more economically in this way. This is by no means an unimportant 
consideration in our training programmes. Short-term refresher courses 
would go a long way in meeting such needs and I have no doubt that the 
Council will direct its attention to this problem. 
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Remark, dated 24-11-1954, of Maulana Azad on the 
University Grants Commission Biii in the 
House of Peopie 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): Yes, this is a different thing. Such a 
question did not arise in this connection. If the hon. Member wants that 
the Constitution be changed in this respect, they can bring forth an 
amendment to this effect; but this question docs not arise in connection 
with the University Grants Commission.' 


1. See next Volume VIII for full text of the Bill. 
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Maulana Abui Kalam Aazd’s remaks on Muslim Wakfs Bill 
Moved by Mr. Kazmi* in Rajya Sabha on 13*3-1953 

The Minister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Maulana Azad): I want the position to be clarified. Therefore 
1 would like to say a few words with your permission. My friend, the Law 
Minister has explained the attitude of Government in this regard. If the 
majority of Muslim Members of the House want to pursue this Bill, 
Government would not come in their way. Regarding the point, which 
he has expressed in the form of his personal opinion i.e. Government 
should frame a new Bill, we should bear in mind that no such decision 
has been made by the Government as yet and it is too early to say 
whether it will be able to make such a decision. If in future a Bill seeking 
to preserve and administer all the Wakfs belonging to Hindus, Muslims, 
Jainis and Sikhs comes before Parliament, the present Bill, it is clear, 
would not prove an obstruction. By passing this Bill, Government 
would repeal this Act. 

There is no doubt that this Bill contains many things which require 
further consideration, but if it is referred to the Select Committee, it is 
hoped these will be fully considered and then Parliament will have 
ample opportunity to pass its verdict. 

Further remark to the question raised by Mr. Radhey Lai regarding 
the formuiation of the Biii. 

Maulana Azad: It does not apply to all, but it has been so 
formulated that it may be extended to any community which likes to 
have it. 


1. See Enclosure. 
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Enclosure 

Muslim Wakfs Bill 

Shri Kazmi (Sultanpur Distt.-North-ci//7t-Faizabad Distt. -South- 
West): I beg to move: 

“That the Bill to provide for the better governance and 
administration of Muslim Wakfs and the supervision of 
Mutawallis’ management of them in India, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Dr. Syed Mahmud, Shri M. 
Hafizur Rahman, Shri Ahmad Mohiuddin, Shri Gurmukh 
Singh Musafu, Pandit Krishna Chandra Sharma, Shri Hira 
Vallabh Tripathi, Mauiana Mohammad Saeed Masuodi, Col. 
B.H. Zaidi, Shri Mohanlal Saksena, Chaudhri Hyder Husein, 
Shri Amjad Ali, Shri Syed Ahmed, Dr. N.M. Jaisoorya, Shrimati 
Subhadra Joshi, Shri C.C. Biswas, Shri S.V.L. Narasimham, 
Shri Atma Singh Namdhari, Shri Piare Lall Kureel Talib, and 
the Mover, with instructions to report by the last day of the 
second week of the next session.” 

Mr, Chairman: 1 do not find in the copy of his motion before me 
any mention of the second week of the next session. 

Shri Kazmi: Instead of 8th May 1 am moving “the last day of the 
second week of the next session”. 

Mr. Chairman: Very well. 

Shri Kazmi: This Bill was with the permission of the House 
circulated for eliciting opinion. At the time 1 moved for eliciting opinion 
I had given a short summary of the Bill. I may just say that this Bill as 
a matter of fact is the result of a study of all the Wakf Acts which are in 
force in various States. But there is a large number of States which have 
got no Wakf Act at all. And it was for the purpose of co-ordinating the 
various States in the matter of supervision of Mutawallis in the 
administration of Wakfs that it was considered proper to have a Central 
Bill which can be applied to any of the States in which there is no Wakf 
Act at the present time. As a matter of fact for that very reason Delhi, 
U.P. and Bihar were exempted from the operation of the provisions of 
this measure in so far as they had Wakf Boards already constituted in 
those places. 

Now, a very large number of opinions has been received. Some of 
them have already been circulated to hon. Members of this House. And 
hon. Members will find that the majority of them, with the exception of 
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those that oppose it on sentimental ground, are in favour of the Bill and 
in favour of the principle of the Bill. 

The only comments adverse to the Bill are in connection with the 
constitution of the Central Board, that it may prove to be an expensive 
one. Put as a matter of fact, if you. Sir, will look to the scheme of the Bill, 
probably the Central Board will be the least expensive and will do 
probably very useful work. 

In addition to the opinions that have already been circulated to the 
hon. Members there is a very large amount of opinion that has been 
received by the Government, which has not been published but which 
has been placed in the Library of the House. And from that it appears 
that a very overwhelming majority of people is in favour of the 
constitution of Boards of Management to look to and supervise the 
activities of Mutawallis in various States of India. For this reason I do 
not think it is necessary for me at this .stage to deal with the various 
points that have been raised, because it is for the Select Committee to 
consider them. 

Mr. Chairman: Motion moved: 

“That the Bill to provide for the better governance and 
administation of Muslim Wakfs and the superviaon of Mutawallis’ 
management of them in India, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of Dr. Syed Mahmud, Shri M. Hafizur Rahman, 
Shri Ahmed Mohiuddin, Shri Gurmukh Singh Musafir, Pandit 
Krishna Chandra Sharma, Shri Hira Vallabh Tripathi, Maulana 
Mohammad Saeed Masuodi, Col. B.H. Zaidi, Shri Mohanlal 
Saksena, Chaudhuri Hyder Husein, Shri Amjad Ali, Shri Syed 
Ahmed, Dr. N.M. Jaisoorya, Shrimati Subhadra Joshi, Shri 
C.C. Biswas, Shri S.V.L Narasimham, Shri Atma Singh 
Namdhari, Shri Piare Lall Kureel Talib, and the Mover, with 
instructions to report by the last day of the second week of the 
next session.” 
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Mauiana Azad and Indian Income-Tax (Amendment) Bill 
April 23, 1953 

LAW MINISTER’S SPEECH RE. SPEAKER’S CERTIFICATE ON 
INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Gurgaon); Sir, under the Cbnstitulion, 
a Money Bill has been defined under clause 

The Minister of Law and Minority Affairs (Shri Biswas): Before 
my friend goes on, may I make my position clear? I believe. Sir, you have 
received a communication from the Chairman of the Council of States, 
and he must have conveyed not only his own statement but also a copy 
of a Resolution which was unanimously adopted in the other House. By 
that Resolution, I am directed not to attend here either in my capacity 
as Leader of the Council in order to answer a charge which my friend 
Mr. Bhargava might choose to bring against me in respect of certain 
remarks reported to have been made by me in the other House the 
other day in connection with the Income-tax (.Amendment) Bill. Therefore, 
if that is the matter which is going to be discussed, and if there is to be 
any charge brought against me, I cannot be here. 

Shri Feroze Gandhi (Pratapgarh Dist.-West-cn/n-Rae Bareli 
Distt.-East): The Resolution passed in the Upper House may be read 
out. 

Shri Syed Ahmed (Hoshangabad): Has the Resolution of the other 
House been received by you? 

The Miaister of Education and Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research (Mauiana Azad): The real question before us is to bear the 
statement of the Law Minister in this regard. 

Shri Biswas: 1 may at once state here that in the statement which 
came from the Chairman of the Council of States you will find.... 

Mr. Depty-Speaken I have not got the Resolution. 
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Shri Biswas: I do not know. The Resolution must have been sent. 
Possibly, it will follow. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I shall read out the message 1 have received. 

Shri Biswas: If you read out that message, that will make my 
position clear, because it was read out to me by the Chairman before he 
read it out to the Council, and I accepted that statement as quite 
correct. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I understand this is a copy that was given to 
the Secretary. Formally 1 have not received a copy, but anyhow, in view 
of the statement, I think this is correct. I shall, for the information of the 
House, read it out. 

Shri Feroze Gandhi: On a point of order, Sir. When this 
communication has not been received by you, shall wt take it as having 
been received by this House? 

Several Hon. Members: No, no. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I understand that it was personally given by 
the Chairman to the Secretary. 

Shri P.N. R 2 \jabhoj: That is all right. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: This is what I understand was read out in the 
other House by the Chairman. Now, when once a statement is made in 
the other House and a copy has come here, that is sufficient properly 
so far as this House also is concerned. Let us see what exactly it says: 

“A mere complaint is not precluded and does not involve any 
breach of privilege of a member or of the Council. I am afraid 
that I cannot give my consent to this motion for privilege. 

There seems to be some misapprehension in regard to what 
happened in the Council on the 29th instant. Some members 
expressed a doubt whether the Bill in question was a Money 
Bill according to the requirements of article 110(1). A few felt 
that doubts could be raised even after the certificate was issued 
by the Speaker. At this stage the Leader of the Council 
referred to these doubts and suggested that it would reassure 
the House if it was told categorically that the Speaker had 
applied his mind to this question and issued the certificate 
after a full and fair consideration of all aspects of the matter. 
When that statement, which reiterated the obvious, came to us 
yesterday from the House of the People, the matter was 
concluded. It was nobody’s intention, least of all, of the Leader 
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of the Council to cast aspersions on the integrity and impartiality 
of the Speaker. It is our anxiety in this Council to do our best 
to uphold the dignity of the Speaker and the privileges of the 
other House as we expect the other House to protect our 
interest and privileges.” 

1 believe the hon. Minister associates himself with everything that 
has been said here. 

Shri Biswas: Yes. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: In view of this, I think any further discussion 
on this matter is not necessary or called for. 

Shri Gadgil (Poona Central): The point is whether it is a fact that 
the other House has passed a Resolution directing the Law Minister 
not to appear in this House in any capacity. If that is passed, may 1 know 
whether it is not a matter of which proper notice can be taken by this 
House? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: So far as this matter is concerned, we have 
the hon. Law Minister in flesh and blood before us. Now, the hon. Law 
Minister has been kind enough to come and explain to us and reiterated 
what was already said in the other House. This matter is closed. 

As regards the other matter, let me wait and sec what exactly the 
Resolution is. 1 have not got a copy of the Resolution. Hon. Members 
have not got it either. Let it be taken up later on in due course as soon 
as a copy is available. I will try to send for the proceedings, and we will 
take it up in a proper manner. This matter is closed. 

Pandit Balkrishna Sharma (Kanpur Distt.- South-enm-Etawah 
Distt.-East): May I draw your attention only to this matter, that the 
Law Minister himself has said in this House that if his speech or 
statement in the Upper House regarding Money Bill is to be considered 
here, then he is bound by the Resolution of that House and it will not 
be possible for him to be present here to answer these charges? In view 
of this, is it not proper that we should take notice of this statement of 
the hon. Minister ~ let alone that Resolution? 

Maulana Azad: Sir, the proceedings in the other House have been 
related to you by my hon. colleague. The other remaining question has 
been dealt with in the statement of the Chairman of the Council. And 
this settles the matter. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bliargava: Not the statement of the hon. 
Minister. 
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Maulana Azad: The hon. Minister has agreed with him and has 
supported his statement. 

Shri Gadgil rose — 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken Order, order. If there is anything to be 
heard, 1 will certainly call upon him to elucidate any point. The position, 
as it is, is this. The hon. the Law Minister was kind enough to tell us that 
it is true that the other House has passed a Resolution. But later on, 
when this was read out, he said he entirely agreed and stood by that. 
Now, therefore, he is here and he also says that he never intended 
anything against the Chair. Therefore, so far as this matter is concerned, 
it may be treated as closed. 

Regarding the other one that the other House has given a direction 
to the Law Minister not to appear here, 1 have to say that we are both 
of us limbs of the Parliament, and particularly a Minister is a Minister 
in both the Houses. Unlike other Members, the Minister belongs to 
both the Houses, and I will consider as to the appropriateness of any 
particular Resolution in due course. I would like to request hon. 
Members, as far as possible, to avoid any kind of criticism. We do not 
know exactly under what circumstances and for what purpose the other 
august House has passed a resolution of that kind. We shall try to find 
out from the proceedings in a calm atmosphere; so that conslanly we 
must develop a kind of family relationship between the two Houses. 
Under the Constitution, both the Houses form a single Parliament. 
{Interruptions). Order, order. That ought to be the spirit in which we 
understand the proceedings of the other House. As the hon. Chairman 
of the other House has observed. ‘Tt is our anxiety in this Council to do 
our best to uphold the dignity of the Speaker and the privileges of the 
other House as we expect the other House to protect our interests and 
privileges”, I am sure we will also do the same. 

Shri Syed Ahmed rose — 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. Permit me to speak also. 

Now, it is open to us to look into the proceedings of the other 
House and if really there is anything objectionable, as it is said, certainly 
there are methods of seeing that such things do not occur. 

But so far as this matter is concerned, it will be treated as closed. 
It is unfortunate that we had to interrupt the present proceedings 
regarding the PEPSU Budget. 

Dr. S.P. Mookerjee (Calcutta South-East): May I place one matter 
before you, Sir? 
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Shri Gadgil rose — 

Dr. S.P. Mookerjee: If I may say so Sir. I agree with you entirely that 
this matter should be treated as closed. The hon. the Law Minister has 
assoicated himself with the statement of the Chairman of the other 
House, and the matter should be dosed. But one qucsiton of fundamental 
importance arising out of this, apart from what has been raised by my 
friend, Pandit Balkrishna Sharma, is this: supposing in the other House 
a statement is made, whether by a Minister or by a Member of the other 
House, which may amount to reflection on the Speaker of this House, 
has this House any authority to consider that matter? That is a question 
of supreme importance which cannot be decided now. But along with 
the other question which you have raised, the propriety of the Council 
of States passing that Resolution, I would earnestly request you to 
consider this matter also, because, in my opinion, if the Speaker's 
authority is challenged or any reflection is cast on him, the authority of 
this House is long enough, wide enough, and big enough to bring that 
man before this House, whoever he may be. That is the position of this 
House ~ it is the sovereign Parliament of this country. This question has 
to be gone into quite apart from the other. This matter may be treated 
as closed, but the main question is, if any reflection is cast on the 
Speaker, has this House the authority to bring that person before this 
House and call for an explanation? 

Shri Gadgil rose — 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: As the Deputy-Speaker has been 
pleased to close this episode, I request the hon. Minister also to treat 
it as closed for ever. But at the same time, I beg to bring to the notice 
of the House and the Deputy-Speaker one matter of very great import 
~ the prestige and dignity of the Chair of this House. Now in regard to 
this matter also ~ I will not go into the merits ~ I never raised any charge 
against anybody. 1 simply requested you to give me an opportunity... 

Mauiana Azad: Sir, when my hon. friend has agreed that this 
matter is closed, it is not at all proper for him to dilate upon it. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava rose — 

Shri Biswas; I have to withdraw from the House, Sir, when a 
discussion on his motion is going on. May I have your permission to 
withdraw. (Interruptions). 

Some Hon. Members: Withdraw permanently. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaken I am dTdid.,„{Interruptions) 
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Shri Gadgil: May I ask for one minute. (Interruptions) . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order 

Pandit Balkrishna Sharma: The cat is out of the bag. 

Statement by the Leader of the Council is as follows: 

‘‘Sir, you will of course give your ruling on the motion moved 
but I want to submit only this with reference to the two points 
which were raised by my hon. friends. First of all, I may assure 
my hon. friend and all others concerned that 1 never cast any 
slur upon the Speaker in what I said nor was it ever my 
intention to do so. I would be unworthy of the position I hold 
if I had said something which would sully the integrity of the 
Speaker or of the Chairman of the other House of Parliament. 

I have sufficient responsibility to be conscious of the honour 
which is due to their position. Secondly, as regards the other 
point whether I should be permitted to go to the other House 
at the invitation of the Deputy-Speaker, 1 do not propose to 
raise the constitutional question. I shall go there. I was present 
in that House and I did not hear the Deputy-Speaker making 
a request to me but he said to me afterwards that he had made 
that request. If that request was made, 1 owe it to him as a 
matter of courtesy - not as a matter of constitutional obligation 
- that I should be there to show as an example of good 
behaviour.” 

Dr. N.B. Khare: On a point of clarification. It is said here that the 
Resolution has been passed unanimously. May I knov/ through you 
whether the hon. the Law Minister also agrees with it? 

Maulana Azad: There is no doubt about it that the proceedings in 
the Council of States have given rise to some important questions, the 
significance of which I do not deny. These should certainly be considered, 
but you wilt agree with me that it would not at all be proper to prolong 
this discussion. The proceedings of the House have been interrupted; 
they should be resumed. You will be able to consider at leisure as to 
what further action is required in this matter. 

Shri B.S. Murthy (Eturu): We would like to know what the Deputy 
Leader said. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker I have already said that 1 will read' the 
message from the other House and leave it at that stage and consider 
calmly what ought to be done. I assure the House that nothing shall be 
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wanting on my part to uphold the prestige of this House and to see that 
nothing is done to impair it from whichever quarter it may be. 

I am equally interested in seeing that both the Houses of ’Parliament 
carry on amicable terms maintaining the prestige of each other. 

There is no harm in putting it off till some other day. I wall take it 
up as early as possible and consider this matter with the leaders of the 
various groups and decide what action is to be taken in consultation 
with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the House. 
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Letter from Maulana to Bhimsen Sachar 

New Delhi, 
9th June, 1953 


My dear Bhimsen Sachar, 

In reply to your wireless message regarding Mahendra Singh Bedi 
I have sent you one yesterday saying that in this matter I leave it to you 
to do what is proper. There is, however, one aspect of this matter which 
has been brought to my notice and which 1 would like you to consider. 
While it is true that service of the Punjab Government Officers is not 
generally lent to the Delhi State for more than five years and should not 
be so lent, this practice does not affect the loan of such officers to the 
Central Government. There are in fact many officers in the Central 
Government who were lent by the States and have been here for more 
than five years. Since it is the Central Ministry of Food & Agriculture 
that has asked for Bedi’s services and not the Delhi State, the case 
stands on a different footing than if the Delhi State had asked for an 
extension of his services. Moreover, the Ministry of Food & Agriculture 
are not likely to choose another officer from the Punjab Government 
in place of Bedi, if the latter’s services are not lent. I do not wish to press 
you in this matter but if you think that there is any force in these 
arguments, you might reconsider your previous objection and let Bedi’s 
services be lent to the Food & Agriculture Ministry. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K.Azad 


Shri Bhimsen Sachar, 
Chief Minister, Punjab 
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Joint replies dated 10-12-1953 by Mr. K.D. Malaviya 
and Maulana Abui Kalam Azad in Rajya Sabha 

Estabushment of a University for Madhya Bharat 

Sbri Vii. Sarwate: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) Yvfaether Government have, after the receipt of the Report of 
the Eiqierts Committee appointed to consider the establishment of new 
universities, given any advice to the Madhya Bharat Government 
regarding the establishment of a university for Madhya Bharat; if so, 
what advice has been given; and 

(b) what action has been taken by the Government of Madhya 
Bharat on receipt of such advice? 

Ihe Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and SctentiOc Researdi 
(Shri KJ). Malaviya): (a) A copy of the Report submitted by the 
Eiqiert Committee which was appointed to consider the establishment 
of new universities generally and of the Madhya Bharat University in 
particular has been forwarded to the Government of Madhya Bharat 
^th the suggestion that the recommendations made by the Committee 
may be considered fully before it is decided to set up a university in 
Madhya Bharat. 

(b) The Government of Incha have not received any communication 
from the State Government regarding the action taken by them in the 
matter. 

Shri VS. Sarwate: What does the Government of India propose to 
do if the Madhya Bharat Government is silent on this subject? 

Shri KJ). Malaviya: Nothing, Sir. 

Shri y.K. Miage: What has been the recommendation of this 
Eiqiert Committee, Sir, vnth regard to this University? 
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: A copy thereof is available in the 
Parliament Library. 

Shrl V.S. Sarwate: My question was, “What does the Government 
of India propose to do?” 

Shri K.D. Maiaviya: We appointed a committee. The committee 
made certain recommendations and these have been forwarded to the 
Madhya Bharat Government. It is open to them to take any decision. It 
is not for us. 

Shri H.C. Mathun Is not the Madhya Bharat Government free and 
independent to take any action as it desires? 

Shri K.D. Maiaviya: Yes. 

Maulana Abui Kalam Azad: Under the Constitution, education is 
the responsibility of the Centre. Since the Madhya Bharat Government 
brought up a Bill for the establishment of a new university, the 
Government of India appointed this Committee so that it might, after 
deliberation, make its recommendations in the matter. The Committee 
considered this matter. It is of the opinion that under the existing 
circumstances there is scope for a new university in Madhya Bharat, but 
it requires at least Rs. SO lakhs on account of non-recurring expenditure 
and Rs. 10 lakhs on account of recurring expenditure. The Government 
of India have passed this recommendation on to the State Government 
and have advised them to consider the matter and act accordingly. 

Shri H.C. Mathur Besides money, is there no other question which 
the Government of India might like to refer to them? 

Maulana Abui Kalam Azad: It is not merely a question of money. 

Dr. Kaiidas Nag: May I ask the hon. Minister if in view of the 
historical and cultural importance of Madhya Bharat which started the 
Vikrama University and such institutions at all stages of higher education 
- as has been noticed in the recent University Commission and other 
Reports - that the Government of India also wiU do something to 
expedite the foundation of this University in Madhya Bharat, the land 
of Kalidasa and Varahamihira? 

Maulana Abui Kalam Azad: This depends on the financial position. 
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Joint replies, dated, 10-12-1953, of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.D. Malaviya to the questions asked in 
Rajya Sabha 

Co-ordination and determination of standards 
OF education in Universities 

Maulana M. Faruqi: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government propose to mtroduce comprehensive 
legislation to co-ordinate and determine the standards of education in 
Universities. 

(b) whether a draft Bill prepared in this connection was considered 
by the State Education Ministers and Vice-Chancellors; if so, what are 
their main recommendations; and 

(c) when Government will introduce the Bill in Parliament? 

Ibe Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a), (b) and (c) The Conference of State 
Education Ministers and Vice-Chancellors convened in April 1953 
considered a Bill to set up a Central Council of University Education. 
It recommended the creation of a statutory University Grants Commission 
with the co-ordination and determination of standards in Universities 
as one of its functions. Government is taking steps to introduce 
necessary legislation for the purpose as soon as possible. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Is it not a fact, Sir, that the Vice-Chancellors 
who had assembled here were not in favour of the proposals made by 
the Education Ministry? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Sir, the original proposal of the Government 
of India was to constitute separate bodies, one, the Central Council of 
University Education and the other, the University Grants Commission. 
This proposal was not accepted by this Conference of University Vice- 
Chancellors and Ministers. 
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Prof. N. G. Ranga: Do Government propose to go ahead with their 
own proposals in spite of that? 

Maulana Abut Kalam Azad: Let me make it clear. Government 
had first thought that there should be two agencies, one to look after 
university education and co-ordination, and the other the University 
Grants Commission. The Conference which had been called proposed 
that instead of two agencies there should be only one agency, viz., the 
University Grants Commission, and it should also be given the powers 
which it was proposed to give to the other agency. Government have 
accepted this proposal and have drafted the Bill in accordance with it. 
In order that these few remaining months of the year may not be 
wasted. Government have appointed a Commission of five members, 
which is starting work m a few days. During the next session when this 
Bill comes up, the number of members on this Commission will be 
increased and it will then become a statutory body. 

Shri Govinda Reddy: Did the Conference agree, Sir, that common 
standards should be prescribed by a Central authority? 

Mr. Chairman: No, this question of co-ordination is also assigned 
to the new Commission. 

Shri Govinda Reddy: I wanted to know whether on that there was 
any difference in the conference. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: The Conference did not go into these 
details. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: When are the Government introducing this 
Bill? 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: The Bill is ready and will be introduced 
during the next session. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: Is it not possible to introduce this Bill in this 
session itself? This would enable hon. Members to look into it for it is 
very important and urgent matter. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: The hon. Member knows that only a 
few days are left for this session to end and it has to end on the 24th. 
Nevertheless, Government will try. 
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Joint replies, dated 10-12-1953, of Maulana Aazd and 
Mr. K.D. Malaviya to the questions asked in 
Rajya Sabha 

Mayo College, Ajmer 

Shri H.C. Mathun Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state; 

(a) whether there is any representative of the Central Government 
on the management of the Mayo College, Ajmer; and 

(b) whether this institution is receiving any aid from the Central 
Government? 

The Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Sdentiflc Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. But an ad hoc grant of Rs. 50,000 was paid to the 
College during 1952-53 on account of its fmancial difficulties. 

Shri H.C. Mathun This is a fme institution and there is scope for 
great development, but, situated as it is in an impoverished Part C state, 
it is faced with fmancial difficulties. In view of this are Government 
considering the necessity of a recurring grant to this College, particularly 
in view of their responsibilities to a Part C State? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: No, Sir, just now there is no consideration for 
a recurring grant, but we know that it is a useful institution. 

Shri H.C. Mathun Is the Government aware that in changing this 
from a princely college to a public school it is faced with great financial 
difficulties and because the Government has a special responsibility to 
Part C States does not this institution deserve their consideration? 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: That is why an ad hoc grant of 
Rs. 50,000 was made. This and other similar Chiefs’ colleges used to 
have various kinds of income which are no longer there. So the 
Government of India thought that they should be ^ven some aid. A sum 
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of Rs. 3 lakhs was set apart for three years. Various iostitutions are 
being aided one after the other. 

Shri H.C. Mathur. Is anything being done in regard to making a 
recurring grant? 

Maulana Abut Kalam Azad: There is no proposal for a recurring 
grant. I may inform the hon. Member that the condition of the Mayo 
College is now improving, and it is hoped that in a short time it will stand 
on its own legs and will no longer be in need of aid. 

Shri D. Narayan: May I know how mnay boys are there in this 
school? 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: One hundred and forty. 



APPENDIX 7 

Document No. 97 


Joint replies dated 10*12-1953, of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.O. Malaviya to the questions raised in 
Rajya Sabha 

Agreement with the ford Foundation for 
STUDYING educational PROBLEMS 

Shri S. Maban^ Will the Minister for Edcuation be pleased to 
state whether Government have entered into any agreement with the 
Ford Foundation of America for stud^g the problems of secondary 
education in India? 

The Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): No. 

Shri S. Mahanty: May 1 ask him if the services of Mr. H.C. Dent 
and Dr. Zilliacus, the two experts who visited India, were requisitioned 
by the Government of India and if so under what authority? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Four experts who are members of the Ford 
Foundation are associated with the survey of Secondary Teacher 
Preparation. They came here - the Government had not to incur any 
eiqienditure on their behalf - and they toured the country along with 
four other Indian experts. They have gone out now to Denmark; they 
will go to the U.SA., and the U.K. and they will come back and submit 
their report to us. This has nothing to do with Secondary Education 
Commission Report work. 

Shri S. Mahanty: That is not the question. I asked if these two 
gentlemen visited India in connection with secondary education. 

Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad: No. 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: They visited this country in connection with 
the survey work of preparing teachers of secondary school stage. 

Mr. Chairman: The question raised was “were they invited by the 
Government of India for studying the problems of secondary education 
in India?” And the answer is ‘No’. 
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Sbri S. Mahanty: Problems of secondary education may mean 
anything and everything. What I ask is.... 

Mr. Chairman; No, no. 

Shri S. Mahanty: Take the preparation of syllabus for secondary 
education. Does it not come under secondary education, Sir? 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: No assistance.of any kind has been 
taken from the Ford Foundation in respect of secondary education. 

Shri S. Mahanty: May I know for which purpose Mr. Dent and Dr. 
Zilliacus visited India? 

Maulana Ahul Kaiam Azad: The object of this proposal was to give 
the Indian teachers the opportunity of acquainting themselves with the 
new developments in other countries of the world. It had nothing to do 
with the system of education. 

Shri S. Mahanty: May I draw the attention of the hon. Minister to 
the statement which is circulated in connection with Question No. 257 
and from which he will find that these two gentlemen visited India very 
much for purposes of secondary education. 

Mr. Chairman: Now, we go on to that question. 
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Joint replies, datedlO-12-1953, of Maulana Azad and 
Mr. K.D. Malaviya to the questions asked in Rajya Sabha 

Visit of Foreign Educational Experts to India 

Shri B, Rath: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to state; 

(a) the number of foreign educational experts who visited India 
during the period from 1st October, 1952 to 1st November, 1953; 

(b) the name, nationality, qualifications and purposes of visit of 
each of these experts and the amount spent on each of them; and 

(c) whether any report has been submitted to Government by any 
of those experts? 

Uie Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K.D. Malaviya): (a) and (b) A statement giving the required 
information is laid on the Table of the House. [See Appendix VI, 
annexure No. 76.] 

(c) Yes. 

Shri M.S. Ranawat: What is the total number of experts who 
visited the country? 

Shri B. Rath: I will tell you; it is about 41. How many experts have 
been engaged in the survey of Secondary Teacher Preparation? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: The hon. Member can get the information 
from the Table there. 

Shri B. Rath: I want the hon. Minister to hear and understand the 
question. I am not concerned with the Ford Foundation business only. 
How many persons have been engaged? Is it only these four American 
experts obtained thi ough the Ford Foundation who have been engaged 
for this survey work? Is there any Indian expert also? 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Four Indian experts are also associated with 
the examination of all these questions. 
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Shri B. Rath: I want to know how many experts in all have been 
engaged. 

Shri K.D. Malaviya: Fom plus four is eight. But they have nothing 
to do, as I said in my answer to the previous question, with the 
Secondary Education Commission. 

Shri B. Rath: What is the scheme of survey? 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: I shall draw your attention. Sir, to the 
question which was: How many foreign experts \isited India during 
1952-53? What has this got to do with the scheme of survey? 

Shri B. Rath: The experts have come in connection with a survey 
work. I want to know the scheme of the survey that is being undertaken. 

Mr. Chairman: The Question Hour is over. 
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Mauiana Azad’a Answers dated 10-12-1953 in Rajya Sabha 
to question asked by Mr. B.V. Kakkiiaya 

Survey of the South Eastern Coast of India 

Shri B.V. Kakkiiaya: Will the Minister for Natural Resources and 
Scientiflc Research be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any survey has been made in regard to the availability 
of lime from the coral reefs off the South Eastern Coast of India; and 

(b) if so, what are the results of the survey? 

The Minister for Education and Natural Resources and Scientiflc 
Research (Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad): (a) and (b) A statement giving 
the information required is laid on the Table of the Council. 


Statement 

During February and March 1952, a detailed survey of the Coral 
islands in the Gulf of Manaar, between Tuticorin and Pamban, Madras, 
was taken up by the Geological Survey of India. The results of the 
survey are as follows: 

Coral reefs ranging from a few feet to 400 yards in width were 
found fringing the numerous small islets in the Gulf of Manaar, 
between Tuticorin in the south and Pamban in the north. The reefs are 
porous, soft and of light material containing over % per cent, of CaCo, 
(Calcium Carbonate) and very little of impurities. They can be used for 
small scale manufacture of bleaching powder, caustic soda and materials 
requiring high lime content. They can also be powdered and used as 
‘wUting’ in distempers and paints. The estimated reserves of coral 
material in the Gulf of Manaar is about 2.25 million tons spread over 
a distance of about 80 miles: 

(i) Pamban area — 9,24,000 tons. 
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(ii) Killakarai area — 1,056,000 tons. 

(iii) Tuticorin area — 286,000 tons. 

But as the lime in the reefs is deposited by living corals and other 
organizms, the reefs can grow again even if they are removed. It is 
possible for the coral masses to be replenished in a few years under 
suitable conditions. About 200,000 tons of coral reefs may be available 
annually from all sources without reserves bemg depleted. 

An upraised reef near Rameswaram may yield 80,000 tons of good 
quality limestone. 
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Letter from Maulana Azad to Mr. Punjabrao Deshmukh 

1953 


My dear Punjabrao Deshmukh, 

I am very glad to see the copy of the Statesman printed on the new 
kind of newsprint which you have sent me. My best wishes for the means 
of this experiment. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Azad 
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Document No. 101 

Letter from Maulana Azad to Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru 

1953 


My dear Jawaharlai, 

At the last meeting of the Working Committee we passed a Reso- 
lution drawing the Government’s attention to the desirability of extendmg 
the benefit of Life Insurance to the rural population. Since then I have 
been thinking over this matter and feel that it is of great importance and 
should be implemented as soon as possible. The right way of doing so 
would be to nationalise. The business of Life Insurance covering 
salaries of Rs. 5,000 and below and of entrusting it to some official 
agency. 1 am sendmg you a draft resolution on these lines for discussion 
by the Working Committee the day after tomorrow. 


Yours smcerely 
A.K. Azad 
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Document No. 102 
Maulana Azad and the Children Bill 1953 

(Moved in i^Jya Sabba on 19-12-1953) 

The minister roK BIUCATIOM amd NATURAL 
RISOURCIB aii» SCIffllTiriC RESEARCH (Mavuma Asul 
Kaum Azao): 

I : Al3! lily 

») 4 J'« •Af‘> ^ 

U5| If ^ ^ 

^ Ui* 0*t* o*^ ^ ^ 

- Ji ^ ))J 

Shri y.K. Dhage (Hyderabad): Sir, may I raise a point of order? 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: No. That stage is gone. You may speak for 
the rejection of the Bill. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy (Mysore): Sir, he thinks that there is a point of 
order. The Bill has been introduced. Its further consideration can be 
objected to. 

Shri y.K. Dhage: Sir, this is a very important point. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is that? 

Shri y.K. Dhage: Sir, the Bill has been moved for consideration. 1 
wanted to say something wth regard to the question whether it can be 
taken into consideration or not. Sir, in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it has been stated that an E}q}ert Committee that was appointed 
has gone into this question and that Expert Committee has made 
certain recommendations in its report. Now, Sir, we haven’t got that 
report at our disposal. That report forms the basis of this Bill and that 
basis of the Bill has not been given to us for consideration. 1, therefore, 
feel. Sir, that unless that report, which is the basis of this Bill, is placed 
before us, it will be difTicult for us to proceed with the Bill. 
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is not a point of order, Mr. Dhagc. You 
can move for the rejection of the Bill. That is a different thing. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I do not know whether 
what has been stated by Mr. Dhage is factually correct or not, but if it 
is, I think we can certainly object to any further proceedings being taken 
in connection with the Bill. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: The Bill has been before the House for a 
long time. The hon. Members could have got the information from the 
Ministry of Education. 

Shri H J^. Kunzru: That is not our responsibility. It is the responsibility 
of the Government to send the thing. That responsibility cannot be cast 
on us. The Government cannot say “You could have got this information 
from us whenever you wanted”. It is their business to see that the 
information is sent to the House. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Anyway, that cannot be a point of order. 

Sliri Rajendra Pratap Sinha (Bihar): I want to say for your 
information, Sir, that I made enquiries from the Ministry and I was told 
that we could not have that report because that was a confidential and 
private report. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: 1 have already given my ruling that that is 
not a point of order. Let the hon. Minister proceed. 

Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD: 
aJ KxC. fsw- : i5t3t 

jj ^ ^ ^ 

J< t-Jrff fH ^ ^ V >»* X ltI a 

^ - <6 A \sJyJ >*. UfJ )'♦' 

Jfi xl ^ A 

± ^ ^ *> 

J< H 
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is the provision of the Constitution 
under which we can compel the Minister incharge to place the report 
on the Table of the House? 

Shrl H.N. Kunzru: We have every moral right to see that report. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I fully concede that point. But what is the 
provision of the Constitution? 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: If I may say so, instead of casting your moral 
weight on the side of the Government, if you were to cast it on our side, 

I am sure that Maulana Saheb would then yield and the report would 
be placed immediately on the Table of the House. 

Mr, Deputy Chairman: Under what provision? May I know from 
the hon. Minister whether he can place the report on the Table of the 
House? 

Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD : 

J*r- b‘V 

v*=i. - ^ 

* o*^ ^ oiy*^ 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: I would explain that point if the hon. Minister 
would listen to me for a few minutes without getting impatient. Sir, you 
have asked: under what provision of the Constitution this can be done? 
Sir, so far as the Council is concerned, the general procedure is to follow 
the House of Commons procedure where our rules are silent. Now, Sir, 
can the hon. Minister quote even one instance where in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons it has been mentioned that the Bill has been 
drafted on the basis of a Committee's report and they have not placed 
that report before the House? Such a thing cannot happen. No Minister 
could survive in the House of Commons if he did so. Sir, we are 
following the procedure of the House of Commons. Where our rules 
arc $ilent,we must go to the conventions of the House of Commons. Is 
there a single instance where a Bill has been introduced or placed for 
consideration on the basis of a report which has not been placed before 
the House? 

Shri V.K, Dhage: I may also say. Sir, that a similar question arose 
in the other House with regard, I think, to the Banking Companies Bill 
that was before the House, and the Speaker held that unless and until 
that Expert Committee Report or even the hfers which the hon. 
Deputy Minister exchanged with the Chief Justice of Hyderabad were 
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placed before the House, the Bill could not be proceeded with. An 
objection was taken and the Bill was not proceeded with till those 
papers were given to the Members. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Let us not talk under supposition. You 
show me a ruling. 

afk ^ VIC ftjrranw^TTTf 

odv i fe im f zflr (unparliamentary) f • 

Shri H. P. SAKSENA (Uttar Pra-desh): 

aftt?w««ft»in#m(3nTS%) : irpiW ^ i 

Mavlara ABUL KALAM AZAD; 

“ 4 S (jn! k ur>4a^ ' aly Uly» 

Mn. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Please speak in English. 1 
cannot follow. 

Shri C. G. K. REDDY: He said that it would be put in the lap 
of the Members 

Shri KISHEN CHAND: The hon. 

Minister said: ‘The report will be placed in your lap 
“God men rakhi jaigee ^ • That, in my 

opinion, is unparliamentary. 

Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD: 
iS Ula. W M I UJy* 

” uS* ^ ^ )»* >i lP* ^ 

^ t! ij“^ <£>f^mX^I tSJ z 

^^4 ^»4) A )» }i 

^'nii A afdUa. - Mi 

- t» ^ i ,jS )ji jLif 

(rigid) ia.j ») '•«5 4f >4^ Jt 

•-'4) ~ lp**' )}* 

£)!( ^ i 4J (simple) 
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i <s,s<*U », * ^ >=»■ A 

(_/*=»• •<**’ *> 

U*^ ^ <* l*J l<l|5f Jly«, ii ^ 

ti i_ *®’)>4) fc/ c5**^ <> 

“ U>* 1 ^ )'♦' i-Sif ^1 t J 

- £ ^ U,jJ ^ ^4^«£-t uilx^ >S ij* )t*5 J< 

)♦» » ^*» t^y*^**^ » <* »»JL- )jf ^1# 

c>^Lrl “ *» ijV i>« ‘£')»<> I, , ^ 

<5 »-k “W J. J.)ii 4- Ijjeyi tT* 

- ^J«5) ^ (“^ l>H' 


Shri C. G. K. REDDY: 

«ft <fto ifto ^o : ^>«ft I 
Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD: 

jfl I Wy» 

I Jt^J ut-XfcL. »£>,^) ^ iZ>yy^l iS ^ ^ 

tr* - ^ ^ '**'fV ») y JUL. 

V) IjJ J (_/*> * <5 1 -Jaia.l «*s»^ 4 sr 

■*i U ;1 CTHfjrt *l! IfJ 4 ^ <jf^ 

,.r^ *s H J*i^ L urj** ‘^■>»^> yj 

-{x£^bi.ltS *e Jj 

Shri H. N. KUNZRU: 

sft o «(aro : k *fr 5 njn ^ *f\T ?;> 

tRI TT^fT ^TT^iTr ^ I ^ rfl IT? f«P 3ft ^ 

^ «ft ^Tr#ri f^mfT^ir ir| «ft »Tf4#e sttt! ^s^rr q;^ f=?F^ 

qRf pp ^ irftT TEETT % >ft ft, iTfsft 3ft fip 9?ftT 

KfiT^ ^ ^ 3rr Tr% «ftT fswwt ^«rt # ^r| ?fr «rT?r % 
?rrift*r nrf ftfr M '‘Tft" M 

h{I t Jtf^ trrr ff: ^ «i4z m qwr <tai»Tr 
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(Statement of Objects and Reasons) ^ % 

fim ftri «iri "dt" M«T(t a^«rarf 

»rwlrift 4m<rf »nrr ^ fv ift aft f # »ft irafs tc 

Pi frt<ft*r 

Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD; 

^ J< u^l : J))? fUiy uv 

Shri H. N. KUNZRU: 

«ft ipao qao pf» : an# -aara i ain ag 5 ftp waae 
W'l; ^ ^ far t f*i> 

•The present Bill is based gen- erally on the recommendations 
ol the Expert Committee.” 

anrt af faa anrfy «(ft faisift^ft % airt an f aVr 

a? t ftP ak ?ft ^ar ^ faa ^a ak at a? aft ^fr 
ar aa:ar ftp at traaqa^a (experts) a ar artf 

faar^a^a aat <ft aaai aaaa^ a aaa anc 

afsa aaa ira ftaar a aanc fa^; ^ faar 1 
af ^'4at aat aart ara at ?a^ af raaa a^ ga aaaina ^ faa af 

arfaa g fa: fafre ^ ak 1 aaa^ftg a a fa, a*aata 

ar (Companies Law) ^ acata J: fa# i^ar a:ii^ 
at at, aa^ ftarg aja af ak aa aa ^ftat at ara %t % ara i^a: 

aar faa ara ^af laar iruT^taaf aafaa^atrarifa: 
aat -sa a^paata art aft fefte fta a aft anft <ft aftf fwtf a^ faa 
% sax »fk % fa4 flra? aai i|r fwa sft #art ftfff ? 

SYID MAZHAR IMAM (Bihar) t 

*<» )i tri'-* jit uj^i^ c>^ tW ** u>* V 

Shri V. K. DHAGE: 

aft ato fto arn : ifat^ft # atfwa 1 
Syed MAZHAR IMAM: 


t£ml jj ; . . . ft<.f • iXa»» 
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^ €^y> 

Maulana ABUL KALAM A21AD: 

I yj^ : >>1)? uy 

iS ^ ^)) 4 ) ^ 

- i-r^ ^ ^ 


Shri S. N. MAZUMDARr 
«ft IJR o iffTOT : <rrT% % <tWf 1 1 

(Interruptions,) 


Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is not a Parliamentary Committee or a 
Committee of the House. The Government may print it for distribution 
and sale. I think there is no rule by which I can compel the Government 
to place it before the House. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: You may not be able to compel the Government 
to do so, but..,. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: The hon. Minister has promised that it will 
be supplied to Members. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: May I respectfully submit that you can tell the 
Government that in future, such documents should be supplied to the 
House before any question relating to them is discussed? That is the 
real point at issue. 

Mr. Deputy Chariinan: It will be helpful to Members, I agree, but 
it cannot be a point of order, I cannot compel the Government. I can 
only say that it will be helpful to Members. 

Shri H.N. Kunzru: Before now discussions have been stopped on 
this very ground. It is for you to decide. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: So far as I know, there have been no 
precedents. 

Shri V.K. Dhage: 1 quoted a precedent only a week old in the 
House of the People. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: You give me the ruling in any House of 
Parliament. 
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Shri S. Bunerjee (West Bengal); You create a precedent, 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I do not want to. 

Shri Rama Rao: If there is to be any ruling, it must be in favour of 
the Bill being considered. 

Shri S.N. Mazuiiidar (West Bengal): We are not expressing 
ourselves against the Bill, 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: So far as the point of order is concerned, 
I have held that there is no point of order, the hon. Minister may 
continue. 

Shri B.M. Gupte: May I point out.... 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: It is not necessary, Mr. CJuple. 

fTTriitfJ KBfT nm ?ft fsp t i 

OT WTT t w<rc 5ft ^ fiTti ^ 

srnrnt i ^ ^ wr «rvr5r ^ 

fefti 'Mr^r t i wnr <!TrT f^frrt^ TRft^r t ^ ’t? 

»T5rp=T ^ fr 

Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD: 


(logic) -iM ^ -> 




Ix/C. 


«fr <f5ro cpTo ihg’v : srf f ftr vtn ^pt 

^ ipn ^5# "T I 


Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD: 
ir^t; ; ol)? 

Jta. iAJUjy^ iS U|fi) ^ yyi> 
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i>*t' <j*** fci** tk *> tj*^> 

4 -•*> -i-'- ^ trJl* >' ^ ^ ^ 

J <L Sttflf *i- ^)*! »* *> «'»r* ^ Jti) 

jJ «.')><> i/ ^ ifitt> ti*^ J** e)*-i 

»*/• X L>“r* *i “ J jtl T^ *** ^M-• J«yF X 

J'^n^ c)^** “ c/ ^ »s^))S - yj? ^ 

t.S/XJ))j ^a. <s ,_5«-ii^ <*-W '»)»>) lT* 

^*.( X >3^L. yif ^ ^ )l*5 k£UJ))i U#S) 

- Jl> «^) *i^t. ^f y ^ u»^ 

Shri C. G. K. REDDY; 

«ft ffto afto Vo ^^[*>: ?vn: # ?ft v^r »nTr 5 i 
Madlau-a abul kalam AZAD: 

^ lJU UjI Kj - 4 jlw K ‘^•* X J< tS ^)*> ISfSx^ 

- 4* JH" t/ L>*^ 

(Governments) u)^ 1 ^ i pi 

A»,y }% (society) ,ya-r ^ ^ ^ i 

J4< •f u>^ o** 

UyJ ,.tkx:l K i*-*<)5 > c>^ oaJ,^ - )* 

jK ^ ^ )S*^ -P X lT^ a4w)|J ))l 

•>Jr om J'^ f*^ X 

C»''^ ^ ^ *^ 7 *^ ^ '“^ ^ ^ 

^_jC.I JJ X cj^*^ (-y*^ ^r* i^V OS’ 

|,-,j If )^ Ji ^ »* '>Wrf ^*ioj 

If ^1 j*- u»^ V V 

, IjL*. <.jl^ ^ <* (_**r**^ ^ 4f |•^li’wf 

- 4» <#** j^jI 
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( Education ^ *i- o*^ 

ffi i»fcj ^ ,a. oSymf ^ ifti (charge) (t Ministry) 
■ a ^ -dH Ji >> jjola. c.)*- 

^jU; If cUU^ ^1 iS l|j Ula. <«*« *!■ 

U1*r* *^ <* ^»*' ^ Jla. (f t-iUaw. ^ 

^ W W^<3J ^ £, ci>Lj t_f^| ^ ^ i_sV i,>A^ 

^ i r* fi ^ 

- tei j»UwJl ^ It |»4W jUj )j* ^ULo^l t_{j/ 

^yt ^ - sS U>*t* jy*** xJ>** ** ^ 

fX ^JJ t<3W5 -a? i- ^r* tj - A (jrfr* 

^ Aa. ^J^^ LSi\ fH jjU, ^-<13 Jt ^ 

^u. i uyU^ 

X jt<r* ]*l-«j id !f)» ^ fyi l*J Jli<i- jj 
c 5 »i *» 5)1 -s?^ (conference) ^>a^*k .tJef j)>*-^ 
1^ jiUa-* ^1 ))i is.)^ i/ i yy^ c^ 

«< ^ toWk [- 

^JyyS .Jytu 

j,t LL,;! o*- lt' (Central Govemm .nt) 

JJ I oy^y^ J ’•'^ ^ ‘^' 

(State) ^ c*^ u»^»^ ‘-^ ^^0 

X jHr* i*^ ^ 

jjiaju jft-* (Assemblies) ») J< !f j»-d ^ 

(Education cr^‘>d!t - 

^r ^ . c ») <^ ^ ci^IjA p ^ Minister) 

») ^ ^ yy^ u** (Experts Committee) 

t«>)Mw» It J« iJrfl i d J »* >4 l;5>4j f*-^ i u*^ 

>*4 >» X '«>— ‘ -.•> ^ >V 

»f u)5r* ^ I Lfi*i o*^ (Parliament) j-W)V< 

^ *)*-*<<f *»Ua. _r -J^zy. ^ )t*J J< 
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)S Jyji ^ ^J,| J,| ^SS CJ** 

^)ri 4 J <5 Ij** 

4^ •• tSL* »f 

I),i (.1^ Ujl i ,/**J - ,1*3 uii % 

)l*5 I? J< «_Xif ^jJa jjl ^ ^ k&j^j 

<s^ ^ tj 0^1^ lt^ - t«5 4J Jj, le -I fA 

)=»" - Ut^U ^ ^ySp yJb tS 

,jl je^U ^1 JS (institution) j^j*3 

■ UJ^ i_,~* ,.)l - t^i}^ 1*^ *J ” ^Ael» 

^ L.**^ 'i yiWf a*'* 

Ul^ uJ; ci'llA-aij ^>ie J< Lf*’^ J!) *e 

^ytxjyyi SS ^ ii liy^^ ^ Jj “ i* 

JJ erf - f'^ ^ ^ L (State Governments) 

- J^^a>t:x UeJ jJ ^ ))• j3,. UJy« 

j^.»t«.I A> U<«> -jfi. }i cyli-a*; 


uj ^ i u«v ** y*« ^>»-' ;; ’*' Ir 'fff, 

^ ^ 1 , Ji y*^' y** ^ , “ 


ii ^1 ^ ^ ^ ‘V )«» -I - y**' f-;. 

x»U^- i»< i ”' 'f'’'" ^ 

1 ‘S ^1 t>-i 4 J-*- Ji i}< f>- 

, (clau.«)»« »'■ »' a>“ (‘^''•■'P'^^*) 
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^ ^ 

0 )i o-^*^ ■ t^** ^ Ji yS^I (J^Ai^ 0 liyi 
^ lT^ ^ *j cr»*^ St< - <# •i'J ))5 >i uf^ iji* 

.J** “After-care-organisation’’ ^ M IfJ 
i. (police) u^ii *) u^^ ^t*> ^r-^/ 

4*e V> ‘W i iA ^1 Hi t)l,f *f ,» 

uix+^ - -i^- ^ (enquiiy) 

- ^ «/l< ^ 

^ ^L. ^)La ^ 7^7^^ !)-.*^«3 «3Ae 

'^)S' » «<-W. i«J, ^ Ltt^ -^A- *'■}*' >«J »j;<' If 

(school) If i-iel JJ £ ^^l ^ >1- JJ 

i. (j)^ lJ** ‘^)"V>'* lJA*I 1*1^ )V ^ ^ ^fclb" - ^^t=>. U^ 

“ *i*v I' )* ‘“^<1 «P ^ tJ ~ L^^t* 

(Observation r»*cAf))Xi -=^ *# »? u)^)t" JU;I l^ 

d'^ “H^ •fJW< - «• lif leJ (.u K Home) 

“ I-A*^ ^ *t«aii ^',5 Jj £ d^ Jj 1 ^JfifJ 

Jj*- 0'-i.> V" ^ ^ c/^ • ^ u-'J fr- Wr^ 

- Ifj* i_9f JJ)I <>)-<»*/• K ^yl;^ )jl Ij-IIA 

- ^ (Children’s Courts) u^)>f 

|,U ^ <4;^ ,jft* ^ Ay i J 

J^ >» Jj J^f »J. 

,jl ^ vs-iUi Ji J »«* viJla. 

„» - ^(psychology) 

L*^ »l V)»< “ vSt^Ah^ i-A^ 

» jf ^'-l> £ ^ 'tjf IA-JI&. ^ 

•«< - j_j** ij*^ l y -- X >*t< 

{J M) \J*^ • J< H a>> L>** l)<^ 

(rules) d^i) C c'' - ^ •s^ (organizations) 
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jjl isJla. ^ y») - Jjj* 

e)^ ^ (.>*1^^ A. ijJ - i.ll! , £ 

yt> (rigid) (_»•»<* *«! y 

V) *x^f) A 

f* " (^ 3>«- ^ L>*^ Ljifi W ^ 

>> •"'>» f*i ij>~>** - jft <i u.*ei ^ 


- 4* ,^jt! ^^ tL*u^ *r 4* fi »} ^_5i^ 

JC. ^ uV ■^O) *) *' Ji* *’= 

Jjbla. Ijyt Ji - L>** J^’ 


jj^li 

^ Xj jjJ ^*»W ^ iJ^ t-^ <-Sj )3 1^5 x! jjU 

ti ^*4 S'-®** ' >* fi ^ f^ A A]f iyy^ 

yi '»< 

^,,4 J «>W cri J« *'* ^ 

4J.I i£»,b »» o*^ (Part C States),j-W-’i .j- '*>^ 

K xJ^' X 4 (Part A and B States) ^ 

-f’ uk C>^ tr» *^ " 

^ _ i^.?« < Li 


l.u<i *, rS! ^ 4=*^ I> i-r> l/-^* 

tj;^! ,,l ^ ij:<l ‘-»r» ^ i " 'H 

„f -^UC. W Ufl 

Jj ^ i ^ Jtcr^ ij^'^ l5)« 


XJ>A *i ^Jh>* *2Js^ »-t<l ^ '-*r' L>*^ 

X^ C?*’* U»^’k X^ xf Ifjfc ^iif^ 4iP 4^'-^ 

Oi^ ^>“J'* >*4 (^ t>*^ 

**4)) )^j* r *>***’'^ ^ u>^3*^ ”’ 
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|.< *< f*> i>® vJ^ >'>“ ir >5 


^1 ^ UJ cJ<v^ ^ ^ J»- f*! 

t** r^ 

Ju'ii\^ ^ W *W <i ^ if) ^ ^ 

^ u'^ J< lt* L^> y^ 

- jt‘^ y^M y-* J ^ ^ If 

^,^•1 cr» />» 

^ i J^ ‘^'- ^ ^ 

^i,jC^yJU df) “f" ***5)*) \jfi 

: *i! i u»>»^ ^ »j^ 


Shrimati Rukmini Arundale, 
Shrimati Violet Alva, 

Dr. Shrimati Sccia Parnianand, 
Kunwarani Vijaya Rajc, 

Shri J.N. Kaushal, 

Shri Onkar Natli, 
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Let me put the motion first. 

Sbri H.P. Saksena: Sir, just a point of clarification 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Yes, but let me put the motion to the 
House first. 

Motion moved: 


‘That the Bill to provide for the care, protection, maintenance, 
welfare, training, education and rehabilitation of neglected 
children and juvenile delinquents in Part C States be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the following members: 

Shrimati Rukmini Arundale, 

Dr. Shrimati Seeta Parmanand, 

Shrimati Violet Alva, 

Kunwarani Vijaya Raje, 

Shri Onkar Nath, 

Shri Layji Lakhamshi, 

Shri J.N. Kaushal, 

Shri T.R. Deogirikar, 

Shri Rahmath-Ullah, 

Maulana M. Faruqi, 

Shri Indra Vidyavachaspati, 

Shri S.D. Misra, 

Dr. K.L. Shrimali, 

Shri Kishori Ram, 

Shri H.C. Mathur, 

Shri Kishen Chand, 

Shri S.N. Mazumdar, 

Shri Abdul Razak, 

Shri Amolakh Chand, 

Shri K.D. Malaviya, and 
The Mover.” 

Shri V.K. Dhage: Sir, in view of the discussion that has taken place 
here on the point that I had raised, it is felt that without the report of 
the Committee being placed before us and without it being in our 
hands, it will not be possible for us to effectively participate in the 
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debate upon this Bill. Therefore, on our side, we shall not be able to 
take part in the discussion at all without the report being placed in our 
hands. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: Sir, I should like to associate myself with Mr. 
Dhage’s remarks and say that it should not be mistaken that so far as 
we are concerned, we are opposed to this Bill In fact, we wish that it 
could have been possible for us to enact it in all the States together. We 
should not, therefore, be mistaken and our non-participation does not 
mean that we have nothing to say about it; certainly we have not 
anything to say against it. Therefore, I endorse fully all the remarks of 
my hon. friend Shri Dhage. I very much deprecate the attitude that has 
been taken up by the Government, because I can recall no instance 
where the report has been first denied to us. From the Ministry it was 
stated that it is confidential. We are not aware whether suddenly the 
confidential aspect of it has been lifted since the point was raised. With 
the best of efforts we tried to get the report. It was refused to us. And 
I do not know how the hon. Minister can think that he can introduce a 
motion for reference to a Select Committee without our being able to 
know what the recommendations of the previous Committee were on 
which the Bill is based. For aught we know, the recommendations of 
that Committee may have gone beyond or may have fallen far short of 
the measure that he is now adopting through this Bill. Therefore, we 
have to register this protest and we hope that in future at least, the 
Government will not think of bringing forward a Bill which, according 
to their own Statement of Objects and Reasons, is based on the report 
of a Committee which was appointed by them, without that report being 
circulated for the benefit of the Members. 

Shri S.N. Mazumdan While associating myself with the remarks 
made just now by Shri Dhage and Shri Reddy, I would also like to make 
it clear that my non-participation in the discussions at this stage does 
not mean that we are opposed to this Bill. On the other hand, I do feel 
that the Bill is a very important one and the subject of the treatment of 
children that is involved here is a very important one and demands 
serious consideration. But for that it is absolutely necessary that the 
report of the Expert Committee should be with us and only after going 
through the report of that Committee shall we be able to make some 
contribution to this debate. 

That is why, Sir, as a mark of protest against this attitude of 
Government I am not participating in the discussions at this stage. 
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Syed Mazhar Imam: Sir, I think this is a protest against the 
decision of the Chairman. 

Mn Deputy Chairman: They are free to do as they like. 1 cannot 
compel them. 

Maulana ABUL. KALAM AZAD: 

^ ^ . 0^1 >*« i uy 

- ^ I’OL. jS uyilLja. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I cannot compel them to participate in the 
debate. 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I also join along 
with other Members of the House in lodging a protest against the 
Government not taking into confidence all the Members of the House 
and not supplying the documents. I am not here questioning the ruling 
of the hon. Deputy Chairman but what rule 211 says is this: “If a 
Minister quotes in the Council a despatch or other State Paper which 
has not been presented to the Council he shall lay the relevant paper on 
the Table.” 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is the rule? 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: Rule 211. So, Sir, as this has been quoted 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons.... 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: He has not quoted it. Mr. Naidu, that is the 
difficulty. 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: He has quoted, Sir. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: He has quoted in the speech. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: He has not quoted it. If he had, then I 
would certainly compel him to lay it on the Table. 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: May I read it once again, Sir? 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: If he has quoted it or anything else, 1 would 
certainly compel him to place it on the Table. He said that ‘an Expert 
Committee went into this que.stion and made a report and on their 
recommendations we have brought forward this Biir. 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: Now, Sir, that itself is a quotation. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Government appoint so many expert 
committees who go into these cases. In fact, there is a ruling which I will 
read for you: “A Select Committee of this House cannot have greater 
powers than what the House itself enjoys under the Constitution. 
Under the existing Constitution this House has not got the right to 
compel either the Government or any other person to produce documcnt.s 
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and papers or to compel persons to appear as witnesses.” It follows, 
therefore, that the Government have the right to place before the Select 
Committee only such papers, records, as they are prepared to place. I 
have no power to compel them. It will certainly help the Members and 
the House if the Report is supplied. The hon. Minister has said in his 
speech that it will be placed before the Select Committee and that it will 
also be supplied to the Members of the House. It is really unfortunate 
if the Members now choose not to participate in the debate. I cannot 
compel them to participate. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: May 1 respectfully ask you, Sir, how the Chair 
expects the Members to take part in a debate on the motion for 
reference to Select Committee? 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: This is the ruling. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: Quite right; I agree that you cannot compel 
them and even if you ask them the hon. Minister can say that he refuses 
to place it because it is against public interest. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: He has said that he will supply it. 

Shri C.G.K. Reddy: But, Sir, our protest is why they did not do it 
before. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I cannot compel you if you choose not to 
take part. 

Shri Rajagopal Naidu: 1 had not concluded my speech. Sir. 

I have no other option in these circumstances but to lodge my 
protest against the way in which this Bill is being moved. Probably it is 
the intention of the hon. Mover that there should not be an effective 
participation of the Members in this debate and so, in these circumstances, 
I would also wish to join the other Members from the Opposition in not 
participating in the debate. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Thank you. 

Shrimati Mona Hensman (Madras): Mr. Deputy Chairman, I rise 
to congratulate the Government on introducing this Bill which has 
been, in part, already passed in my State. In Madras, the juvenile courts 
started in 1932, and I would have you know. Sir, that many of us women 
have been serving on those courts since that date. In speaking on this 
Bill I may say that there are many points that have been raised in it 
which provide for neglected children and those children who have not 
had a fair chance are going to be given special treatment by the State, 
special education in a congenial environment, to be given the right of 
citizenship in our Republic. We have, Sir, in our Constitution provided 
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the rights of citizenship for all but. Sir, when we, have allowed begging 
and crime and neglected members among the youth of our nation, there 
cannot be effective participation in this citizenship. Therefore, Sir, I 
welcome this Bill but I would like to point out a few things that would, 
from my experience, make it a little difficult to implement this Bill in 
this form. Sir, I am well aware that at the first reading, we do not usually 
refer to clauses, nor should we speak on the clauses but, with your 
permission, Sir, I would point to a few particular facts that 1 wish to 
palce before the House with reference to certain clauses but I will not 
speak on them. I think you will agree. Sir, that it would make matters 
much more plain if I point out to the Members of the House exactly 
where our observations will occur. 

Sir, in the first part regarding the children’s courts, 1 cannot 
understand why only one Magistrate maybe appointed. 1 feel that there 
should be an insistence or a Government order providing for the fact, 
when this Bill is being implemented, that there should be a Board. 1 feel 
that as a human family is composed of a father and a mother, there 
should be a Board consisting of at least one man and at least one w.oman 
because otherwise the defective points to be brought out from the 
parents, to be brought out from the children, to be brought out from the 
juvenile court will not be properly or effectively complemented and 
supplemented. If there is only one person, whether a man or a woman, 
a great deal of proper material can be overlooked. So, 1 would plead, 
Sir, that in the implementing of this Bill, there should definitely be a 
provision for the constitution of a Board where a woman and a man 
shall sit together - whoever has the senior powers does not matter - 
and there should be both points of view put forward in each case. There 
is a clause which says that there should be special knowledge of dealing 
with juvenile delinquency in the Magistrates selected. So far, in the Part 
C States, there have not been efficient, sufficient or perhaps any 
juvenile courts. So, how would there be men and women who have 
already had experience in this branch of law in those parts of the 
country? 1 would point out to the hon. Minister for Education that he 
should see that definite instruction, to those lacking sufficient experience, 
are given to those who are presiding in the courts for the first time. 
Otherwise many things would slip past them and the child might suffer. 
1 feel. Sir, that when there is a District Magistrate presiding in a court, 
special care should be taken to see that the very principles of a 
children’s court are observed; that is for instance, that the police should 
not be in uniform, that the forms that are used should not hold a child 
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guilty, that the child should not be called an accused but a juvenile 
offender. All these points, Sir, will, I am sure, be implemented. When 
it is a District Magistrate’s court, the District Magistrate must make 
himself into two parts, as it were one the District Magistrate judging 
and one the non-official trying the case of a child. I am quite sure that 
in several parts of the country they will not be able to have any one else 
to appoint and, therefore, the District Magistrate would be the safest 
person for this duly. 

Then, Sir, I have no knowledge about these Observation Homes, 
except it be that Government means thereby the Remand Homes, 
where temporary reception is given to a child before and during the 
time the trial is going on. Then the custody of the child matters a great 
deal when brought to the Court from its own place, whether outsdie the 
quarters where the court is held or within the precincts of that city or 
town. These children, Sir, should never be kept in a police lhana or in 
any police official’s house for even an hour or two, let alone for a day 
or a night, or anywhere but in a Remand Home. Although, in my State, 
this has been made very clear, it sometimes occurs that, for the sake of 
convenience they seem to think it is for the welfare of the child to be 
kept in a safe place where the law obtaines rather than in a safer place 
where human values are preserved as well as the law. Especially in the 
case of girl juveniles, we should guard against any outside influence 
whether from the police or from others. There should be Remand 
Homes within a reasonable distance of the juvenile courts wherein 
these girls and boys could be kept safely under the charge of people 
specially appointed by the law to look after these cases. For them there 
should be a special procedure. It is a matter of observation that these 
enquiries and the contacts of children and their guardians should be 
made solely through the Probation Officers. The police may enquire as 
tq the address of a child or as to the occupation of a parent but the 
Pjrobation Officer should investigate the conditions of the home of the 
child. The court will certainly enquire personally and otherwise as to 
the position of the child in his home, and as to the security, neglect, etc., 
of the child in general. 

But the complete investigation for the purpose of report should be 
in the hands of the Probation Officers who are independent of the 
court, but who are definitely Government servants appointed and 
trained for this confidential business. 

Now as regards the class called uncontrollable children. Owing to 
their economic conditions many parents would like their children to be 
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brought up, to be cared for, to be educated by the State, but it is not 
possible for the State to look after every child and to give them a proper 
education. Although our schools are somewhat on a compulsory basis, 
yet there is not enough room for every child and if the compulsion were 
made really compulsory, many parents, to my knowledge and experience, 
would immediately come forward to declare that their children are 
beyond their control, and they would do so because of the feeling that 
their children would then get good food, healthy surroundings, good 
influences and an education which otherwise, they as parents could not 
give them. It is the Probation Officer, Sir, who can recommend and who 
can investigate such cases, but I feel that the word ‘uncontrollable’ has 
got to be very carefully used in regard to children, because, otherwise 
it will be abused by those who wish to saddle their family responsibility 
on the State and the State of course will not be able to obtain enough 
funds to carry this burden. 

About the payment of a fine by the child, Sir, even when a child is 
earning, say, 8 annas or 11 annas or even one rupee a day, these earnings 
do not accrue to the child. It is always the guardian or the parent who 
takes most of the money and the child is given only say, two annas a 
week, the balance going for the maintenance of the family used by the 
guardian or by the parent. No child can look upon its earnings as its 
own. In such circumstances, if a child is made to pay a fine it would be 
made ridiculously low. Now it has got to be made a deterrent fine made 
upon a parent, not so much on the child for the parent gains by the 
child’s delinquency. In the case of ‘Prohibition’ such as we have in 
Madras and wherever rationing of rice obtains, very often children are 
employed to carry illicit liquor or to carry illicit rations to and fro, and 
Sir, there is a regular agency about this. The agent comes to the juvenile 
court and he pays the fine. Sir, whether it is Rs. 10, Rs. 15, or Rs. 20. 
These agents are running a little racket whereby the children, the boys, 
and girls are given 8 annasa or one rupee each time and the agents get 
all the profits from the illicit distillation of liquor or illegal carriage of 
rations. Therefore, Sir, when it comes to be a case of a fine for the child 
I would plead that Government should give instructions that this 
provision be used as little as possible and a further clause provided 
whereby the fine is realisable from the parent whether the child is 
earning or not, and it should be a deterrent fine in the case of those 
parents who can bear it, or in case of the repetition of the offence. 

The next point I would raise is about the very striking order at the 
bottom of page 7 where it says: “No juvenile delinquent shall be 
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sentenced in default of payment of fine” and in the proviso it goes on 
to say that in a very serious case the juvenile may be imprisoned because 
he may not be fit company for the others in the certified school or in the 
State school. Well, Sir, I would plead: Let there be senior certified 
schools such as we have in our State in Chingleput where children 
between the ages of 14 and 16 years can be put. There is a little more 
restriction there. There is more physical and stricker kind of training. 
There is some correctional treatment on the lines of the Borstal School 
but there is no imprisonment. The same facilities will not be available 
if the child is imprisoned, and the child of 14-16 is very susceptible to 
bad influences of evil men in a prison. 

Then, Sir, Clause 23 is a very fine clause which provides ‘‘No child 
shall be charged with, or tried for, any offence together with an adult”. 
The two cases are separable. We have not got this provision in our State. 
I would congratulate the Government on making such a provision in 
this Bill which deals with Part ‘C' States. The hon. Minister can easily 
urge our own Slate to adopt this because very often there are cases 
where the man and the child have committed the same offence. The 
case of the adult gels adjourned and adjourned, his case sometimes 
drags on for months through difficulties that he cannot foresee and 
sometimes through various wilful acts such as non-appearance, etc. and 
the child naturally has to be kept for these two or three months together 
in a certified school or in an Observation Home. 1 am specially grateful 
for this clause whereby the two cases are separable in the interests of 
the child as the Bill certainly puts before us the interests of the child 
whereby unnecessary detention is considered undesirable. 

Then the next point I would speak about is on page 10 where it says: 
“No order of a competent court shall be invalidated merely by any 
subsequent proofs etc. Now we have to think of those cases where, 
especially, in the case of girls who have been brought forward, and have 
been declared as juveniles under sixteen years of age by our doctors 
who appear before the juvenile courts, and the competent court orders 
that the girl should not be restored to the guardian or agent not the 
parents usually, 1 do not think just now of those cases where the girls are 
restored to their parents because in such cases it is usually the alleged 
guardian or agent who is brought to justice - because the Probation 
Officer has said that the girl has been used for evil purposes while the 
girl had been in the custody of the alleged guardian or agent. Then, Sir, 
the matter has been taken up to the High Court from the lower court 
by this guardian or agent - where another doctor over-rules the pre- 
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vious order and says that the girl who was said to be 14 or 15 years by 
another doctor is now 16, though it is very difficult to say exactly that a 
girl is 16. It may be six months or one year this way or that way and a girl 
may be 15 according to one doctor and she may be 16 according to 
another doctor. This sort of appeal on the ground of age is preferred to 
the High Court and the High Court, according to the evidence it has 
before it, happens to declare a girl as 16 and thus the decision of the 
lower court is affected and reversed. But it must be remembered this 
sort of appeal is usually made by the alleged guardian or agent who has 
been using the girl and will use the girl for immoral purposes. I would 
plead that if the juvenile court declares a boy or a girl as a juvenile 
according to the medical evidence produced before it, this should be 
taken as final, and no appeal should be allowed on the ground of age. 

On any other ground, of course, an appeal should be permissible 
because nobody can deny the right of appeal to any free citizen of our 
country who has the right of appeal from one trial court to another. But 
even some parents do not know the exact date of birth of their children. 
vSo I feel there is real danger especially for the girls who may be used for 
immoral purposes if the decision of the juvenile court that she was a 
juvenile when brought there was reversed on an appeal on the ground 
of age only. 

Finally I would point out a slight printing error in clause 30 where 
the word ‘persuasion' has been printed as ‘pursuation’. According to 
the dictionary we know the word as ‘persuasion' and 1 point this out so 
that it might be corrected, for it is not seemly that wrong spellings 
should be passed in a Bill put before this House, 

Finally I commend this Bill to the House. I feel that it has behind 
the real backing of the country for the noble purposes for which it has 
been drawn up. 

[ The Vice-Chairman (Shrimati violet alva) 

IN THE Chair. ] 
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art % 5yr^t ^ ?fwT ^ f^^rara at^r f , mwr ama 
9vft arffa aft^ faaa arar ^ wmft Pmnft ^ ipaT aa 
ararwmt aft aft Tarn arfif^ ait ^ wmtt va Ir aa t| f i aara 
aft TfsitaR, aarwa att fafrsm srrtsf tt snatr ariTa ftar aifwa i 

faia ftai # aswa «f^ T^t ^ aftr aaat % fea arr»¥T 
afara tffaa (observation homes), fa?ta^*a (children’s 
homes) arrfa afta art aa asft aaaf ftr^f ft? 
qfrftsTftaf a srtt §ar^ afara arrfiw Twaf ^ ^aar ftrr ftar t, 
atsrrr ^ a?i% arratsnaftaft vr ataa at gat ^ araar, 
trra ft ara as^ aiVt aar ad^asrf % afta aftt taara at aftt 
ataa at war aar ^ srs^r artrt aaa arar 1 1 ssrwrt ^ w ara 
% fi?a aa#ar ^ am ^rtar arfw ft? a^ ^ aara gtrpff ^?t at 
aaara ataraf a ^rf f f f aftt faa% sprta a tftara faaf a srawtat, 
aftti? aara % faa am? aftt ic r fa» 'tt m ftrs ^tft f, ^ art 
atr ?a trtartt t«n-atf ^ atrat aar i 
»ittaar,af at faffar*^ (children's court) aa t| f aaa at 
ata ar^ a|a ^ «ara taa sft»a t > aia at a§ t as^ a?t, 
aar ft? %tt ga- aaar aga a aar. asft aatr^ aft wrfir a faar axa i 
ara gf gPaa % at ^aarui aatitaaf sKr a#aa (confess) artra % faa 
^ I aa^ at aa^ ^ faaf a aara tarar arf§a, aalrft? faa wr 
tr»ft aaia^ta aa ^ gfaa aatr^ ^ ar^a atrat % a^alr ^ 
aatr^ aara a aar ^ra taar i i fatr ^tar ^ mfrt aa% ara 
ftrar arat t ^ aa% aara ataa ^ a*? at# arm istm f aftt 
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ar<r«Tf ^ !Twi i I ?:«# if ft; ^ mH 

^ T4t srrofwIr^irPT#’? 5r?yim3rwi[T<^Pir ## 

3ri aw- TTfvfy % ?r(w ^ ?r=w ^ i 

rji: 5iT?r wfer aTtW ^ qtnnr^^Ppi^cw^^r^^sTsrs’ri 

ip *rr»T?rlf TT fiWflr »rr5i7i wfsRfj ift srra afk f*T 

5r«=sfir % ^ JTff^n (advocates) 

5lr, ^fifFn «<r % aw^tf a5t ^feiff ^ tnm ?r<?<fr 

a^k 5<T % ar-m^ % «ppwff vr Tar am tr^’fl' i air^ 

sirfifcwf ^ art f% wattar- Frt la ?r v arnr 

5Tf^ aw tr^ sfk ^-TT ’T^faar-T afr trw i fa ara 
aft aft anaOTarai f f% ftrwr-war^ ^ aftc ?r afti fra-i ^€i 
(training centre) ^ »it«T atw f^aa ft? fftat ^ fPra <t 
arr av art fip faf|a fta a anra ar^it . ar vta^ a arra ar^a 
ar arsiaaa gka a f f aw a*^ aa atfia^aa ar^it » faftera 
«jfr aff affa aft fafJraf^ aa aik a??a^ t fafef fa(t^a »iit aft 
saafar vs a^w ftat arffa far aaa awat aft a^ arat afja a fta 
ara far ^ft f^at srarra # arrra aata % ar^x: afiwraraar 
1 1 aft arr ai^- ata fa?f a araa a ¥t a ftar arffa i ^ art srraxn- 
arpw ^ar ft fa aft % a^ aft af sr^aa ft ft? a arra ar a ft x:? 
af f I aa^ arr jai aaiw aart ara ak aa^r ara ft ara 

aa<ft ftrar-ftar s(k af> T^a-a^a ar aar arat fta^r xncarft 
at rai art aarr # aa^a ftar aiff^ i Ta> ara ft agt 
arr ararara ^ai ftar aif^^ ff a«> far aa^ arwrat ift ak 
waft aff.TaIr vt ara a aw taw aaa a ^w ft ar af i 

aftaar, faa-’jfr aft ataara aja aarf ar^ft f af'-j 
aarw ^ar ftat f fa fa ft aaara akfrai^ atk arfaf: 
arfsarfat % arrta a? aft^ arraat ^ ft areft f i ar ax: 1^ 
fa^-»j| # r^aaftaarPra faf^aa^atar aff ft-ft, aa aa a^ aft 
at aaa faa a|f ft aaeft aaffa a«> trat aft akffafaaf ar aiaar 
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f, fipT ^sr t' Pp 

JT'Tt^iTfl Tt 5r;=5T' % ^-T^PT irTtfiffPr^r f5R%T<»r ^rt^JT Tfr aRti^rr 

3rrf«4r t • ’Iflf ^ *rTltJrrPT4t 

3rar?<T ^ ^-fr =4Tf'fT I ar<RR ^^»r«iitr«p#4«%^fipfrfJST3fk 
fTtrfn ^Jr<n5ff%4fn:>>ifT<i? *rfif jjcjt, 

w-T ?r*rr <frj<T atrft n ^fTiirr w aik arrir, 

ffr tPctjst afrc gWR arr arr^rr t i 5!Tf^ ^ ^ 

f ?paf arrii jrr^r*Ti?Tr ^ arf-i, 4it 

^ r?rsf ^ ^arRTr^^rrsiTC-^raff afkap? 

5PT ^ ^fT ^TCfrrr irf4 1 3rf7^ ^ ^jr ^ Tfi 

af^T 5r?<?ffl- % ^<T ?? ar? ^ ijt arr^ f 

3TTf«rr q^ ?r ^ ^ afk !t >rfrpff 
?rqT »Ht^^ q:r, tj<?y-T;er afrft «pr ^ q?tf sTf^H PpiTf i4wr t > 

aft aft ?|T«P(T 4ft aftr ^r arni ar«rt ^ aM 
^fe^qnf arrfir 4ft sra^irr (fr^ft ?r«n arwit^ 

*Rtt 4 W 4Pr ^ JRF^ ifw ?rrfv 3 ;f qr? 4ft %«rr 
«r I srf^rPro ^ ^ 4rqTi%^t 

iffsft qjr afft ^ 4 ft fisifartPTsff 4 Pr 4 r^jm f<=!m arm ii |5 ar^ft 5 * aft f% 
4r^ inp 4ra^ m TrFTmTJr4?T4r^?T«rT ^=^FTq: i3?«rH^ 
afk 7f%<ir arrJTf^qr f^nr ^ 4r|*ftq k 1 


^ aft am !T <wt«;<}4i't (after care institution) 
4ft wnr >rf 1 % irtr i? 4T if ^gftiK ?it5PT mi 
t^qr w ^ armq sRfer^qt 3>wt 

T5«PT^q<5% apii^t anqqt 4n^ ^ arrq ^ qqr fjt*q 
qa% jpTrfqtr ^ arrq f aik ^ Pp qfqq qq % fq^rnr-qq q^ q^ 55 qq 
I'qqT farq^kqts aft ara^ ft antit t, q qf fqRyn^qffrr^qqrq 
qr^ I eft jtrqt qk^awt ^qr qqijq qrt ^ C fe q qqq 
^ qk qjqq w# f qkqtpft qiqq ^qqqtt't fqFq^ 
qqq qiqzT Irqr sfifkqsnr mtsL qqr afk qqq q«^ qqrai- 
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^rf«nPT3ff iftr ^ ft tt >r<iT,?ft 

fs^%M Tr^PsRT ^5rm«r Fcf ^ 

aftr 5nTW Hj+ffdl' aft’T 7^rFr»Tlf % Tr^<T, f^^pr ttht^ 
gf| arwT WT 5n<T «R ^^rr t • ^ ften I Fp sr? 

finj-T? # % WT»r sRjrnr ^ arr^ f aftr Tst’T ^ ^ 

«TffR t TrwT^g^enafkar^r^sTT jr^rTrff 

FT^r^fiFf*>^rT^Tit3;^: 3£ ft vtl *ftfrr fr *r^lf tt^ urF< TTfliar- 
%f3ifT^ a^tr f^ctfwTrr^ tfJr fTftJ<T^«T»r ttwtNt gWt >t "^r-^ 
FT % 'OT W»Tf ^ FgT<T^ FT fM afTr ^ST^ FTT* F>Tt£ 

(moral support) i aflr w? tt^ t ^ *Pt 
#rT ^FTT^ F ?ft arrm^ft ^ FW*it • 

F^?in, FTFR w firTn ^ >ft iijfr 5fttT ff inreH fttit 
fip ^ W IT? TTr»I^ ^ t 5^ mTd 
PpJTT amr *rr »?«[: (guidance) ft 

irarfT f^r wtit Ff t >fl- art# Jr?t stfr fi Ft^ qr ^ fi^ 
qnFTfF 5TT? %F5Ff % F^TF FT Flt^F, anSFTF^TF ^(T, 
^ artf^ Ft5f I 

The vice-chairman (ShrimaW Violet Alva): How much 
more time will you take, Mrs. Nigam? 

Shrimati SAVITRY NIGAM: Only one minute. 

FNmt fnF«nft ^ : jrfit ft- fit # f*r Stf 

^rfFF FT ^FTF fFFr Ft Ff F %FF ?F Ff FTFiaff ^ 
FFFTF FFrraff ^ FFT#t % -FFI^I fF F FFF ^FT ^ 

F ^ ^ FFF-^I FtF T^ FFT FTFf FEFlf ^ FtTF iT FFT 
%Ft FT*! % FTFt FiFfTFf % STTI l^F F^ FFTF TFFi F 

FFF aft ^ F%ft I 

F^lFFT, ?F 5!iFf % FTF F qF FR FbT FfFTT FFt aft Ft flfw 
F#FFIF ^ fF ^ET fFF FT FFFF FT3t | I 
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^ju (BiU) Jf 4_QI », 

u*u. UJ^ jW u-J^ i>»- - ** u:»’* ^ 

i. ^ (Budget Session) ***•» »•* 

K J)»! ci;Jo-f *>)' 

X uj ^ 

^ »' ^'*>’- ^'CS^«CQmm.nee) 

V ^ M .*• 

t »’ >»• >» i>' 

X (Opp<«Woa)^i«rt! « X !> i*il “ ■* '^>* 

.‘Cy.tir 0.V ^ xo»» yy* ** 


ij ,> 4 j< u;<i ** u>»* ’•*^ 

je ji U «,!». ~ A j?^ jt'** ^*»»'* 

J Uf^- ^>->'» - -i p*> '*- 

(security) 

jjl,« j*5»< ^ a*- ^ 

J ^ U)* »’• ” 

^ „l ^4J (Government) j)^***-^ 

” ))>* ^^4^ (J**{ J U> f 

>*• iW (provision) u^ri}f>i W ^ 
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fi - Iff 2 

- a *¥>4- Jjl? ^ <s^iJ)yi „l 4 ^jj /j, 

t)^ ^ ^ t ,j*t 

cy)’< cT^jji^ >i j»^ <£ 4i>J 

),f ^ 4 * i_Cf ws Ji t^l lW**^ (Opposition Party) 

j^ lArfj tr*- trf .yV U^f i j>t^/ 

^ cwV 

- ^ l*J iUv tf «W *' *-«*• yi J< 1^ ^ ^ 

«!fl ^ L>e^ *s~4l« fU I? jjjf ^ 

ff Jl jjl ^ ij-5** y 

J+^yi (•K ««Hk^ iJ**^ 

L^** iJ*t' y (Hon. Minister) ).i-.JU 
^ cyU ^ ^ (Parliamentary Secretary) v' 5 ^'-» 

lt* *) u»^ ^ cT^jyi* yH ij*^ * >»* 

^)k '-^ <J*i ■ lJ*-* >i>^ yi i}i 

- <a c>*+» Ji>- ^ (party) 

*5 ^ ^ L-i^l ^5 (jP^e Jfi a. (_>4^ *s t«»4i» 

^1 ji« \i ‘-^t'f liuxj}^ ct^L. i; ,j^ 

)*> ^ U>*^ u/- u>?^ *) -i ij*) ^ Hi^ 

tir^ Jh <i c5)^ j'j' ii 1 *^ (^1 u5* '^f*- ^ ^ 

^ ^tj ^ ^»j ijf ^ I 4 J ^JA<• 

uy«< t/ e)^ 1^ 5*^ t-^'* ‘^'’ 

- ><J* ^)'->X ,l4> K ^J>4<-. 

<J ^ eXft uri ^ J< 
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iSJUjJU ^ »»• - ul*' ’*'))>^ <j*< 

Lfiif* (amendments) 

^ JS^J tS^jC*U tS ^ ti u>>»^ )il 

- ^ c>*t^ cs* -iV W U*- 

- Ji fiS cJjlf- ij;*! << - .<* vJ*> cy>*'J*^ ‘-*^ 

^ i ^ J <43 U^>- i )*»- C)**" ^ 

^jLjb - i j*54. ^ (curse) ^ £ (society) 

»VXl.^ ^ 2V ><**► L>*» ^ 

v,>! ^ 

^ jpp^ - A >» ^ »> ^ ^ 

^ ^ o^- er^ ^ «e 

01 *^ J^LT^Iri- C^ 

^ ^ ^ - ^U)Ui.y*J<<e,^ £ ij>*tf >j^ i^** 
^ ^ yi «-^ 

S^l ^ i> 4.<> cr*^ ^> >i 1> U-^ *) " 

))) l«{ ^ J{ ^ ^ ^ K uwly ^J •^1 

J«yi - ^ u, ^J*ii o^k ^ ^ vf ii uJ 

crM***^ jj“ ‘-*r* *< W*J4 £■ JuJU 

)j( ^j* jJJ uj* (Part C Ststes) 

A *i <-r^ ti**l - r^* y{i (Part A and 6 States) 

j'‘^ ^ 1^ ^ **9 ,J vi»*^ <Jy^ ^ erf ») 

erf *) ^u)y^ &y^ ^ T^ - A 

u^f ^ i (States) u>***“f j)*-* i£ J< 
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^ u>i »' o*^ ^ I ^ jjf 

aV ^ (provinces) p>i. ^ 

iSJ jr^ y H ^ A A ^ »j >jl i* 

^ X ‘-^ *>*^ *< A ij*A iJff If ij»»^ i 

^ ij)2iS-f yU. UJ* o*^ - iS Jlj- 

■ ** u)r’*^ f*l ^ ‘-^ c_)Ufc yjyU *e - Kej> UUj 

d£ I) ii ^Jf» l»l^ UyJ 

»)*e »%• i;*- i-W- cri )lf>“ *5l«> 1^ A c^»>4 a* 


i «»» ,,l U« f c/ C- (widows) iA »; 

,*^i L>*- 0»*» HV i ^ ^ 

^ c^** c>^ -r C*-- »> ■ t>4* ^ ^,U ^,u ^df 

JJ ^ ul*< ») - 4» Ujj I y Lu^ 

iS ^ liiA ^ni UyJ JJ«> ^ 


n¥f^ Ai*f Jl« i^i'i ^jXit o^ ti jtte 

^ fSi fti ^ ^<A >» ojj* V *>*• *>>- »>* »y ^ ^ 
i_iU-.yt \SA s A^ t)i-* )? iu< ,^’ yjyfu 
ti - Jt ^ IS^t-Jl ),f - ^ cA< 

A ^fjl ciU ijA »j ^ f is^f£^ 

- 4» <»4f>4- »> ^ ^ fdJ U-4 J-y 

^ exj,^ ^J.ia ,» If ^ jj 4» J< f*f W u;<l << 

i s>-a.U O-X. Jtiyf <J .U*> - \fi)S liA^ 

*i ^ *?■) ^ ffund) iij tS ^ i^fi 

£ lSU lJ)» >t* - ^ U, yA J_yi^‘ 
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(subscription) ^ ^ »JW^ 

}« **')>* ^ £■ ^y* *) 

_ .»M ^ »>>) >• -?*>* ^ >* 

< ^ U4I I 

u^,„l>UAl^ (suggetlm) 

|*w ji (mUitary) J»"' ^ •f'' J**" 
•,« ■f (compulsory) 

J-’ »'■* 

^ ,S« i c>^ rrl >«-«*-“- •* 

^ ^ y=-1 ,r ^ i il* >/ >» 

^ d^, c w J .*aw 

I (scheme) f4^! v' ^ ^ 

Sj »' ^ ^ 

(physicaUy fit) ^ > 

- ^ .^UCoW ^ O^ flf^r-)‘>>^»»'^i>*V 

ii ^ )»<« *r ^ 

- 'a'W^ vA* 
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[Mr. Deputy Chairman in the Chair.] 

Shrimati SHAROA BHARGAVA 
(Rajasthan) : 

5TTOT»nihr r OTTCiiBr aft 

?iTrt RDR wrar ^ ^ 

F 5 TSTT F^Hi'i vt ^ I ipT^ 

^ 21? nit ?:?iTr ^cTt ^ F^f 3ft ffi tjqjft'i^ |, 

trlr sR^FfrhrJTAT^i ^»Tift^2ftF»T?T ^ jj't 

'iF?^ 5RP F^jqr sTTJTT «rr sftr firiiift 3r?^t ^rm 
?t 3rrrtT ?T«?5i (^(Tr I Jtg 5fY Rsrr? q? «it F^ mx 

vt JT Rfir 3ri-=ff ffr vt^w 1 5ft f S5 rY ^ 

*fY ir?r Tt Ft^t srm 1 

^ !Tf=rr^ ?rr ^qr^ F?Fr^^Y q«T # q 3ftFqTYqF;pqr, 7 ^% 
Fsrq ^ ^?T 5 ;^ firr 1 F^pq qirwf Ir F^^ Fwiay |, 

K? qr?r JrfY ^trst r qff wrf i q.?qr | Fq? fjErar f^qnr 
^ pi ^ «if, ^ 3rqnr r q? pr nqr Fp ^ itr 

(secret) f, jfYqsfYq f , RRqft qrTRTqr arr Rq:Rr 1 1 
R»iT ?RT^ FqrYiJY rrwfi r 2T? rtr r^ rrr t C Fv RffYR 
fRRRft Fpqq 4‘ <TR R3rr rt ifk F«frr RRqft r^tr sn«ri |m 

artr qRT sriRT garr 1 ihr r Fqren jHY aft % rptr ?RRTRf 
qrY RRR rY RRqnr Fr^r rrr rr rr?tr tJY rrb r rt tnpm «rr 1 
RRT RR Ftrerr rrY 3fY qrtRrr q? q:? t Fqr r? R>nfYR r?Y 
t, Rt Fr^ r«t % rtrrY qR, FrtYr qrrRT rFrr Rfr rhtr wt 
I I R^ FqrRRt RRlfYifY fRR I ?Rqfr rY R RTRR f , RRt R q? fRRTT 

^ qjiR Fq: trq: rYtY tfY rfr % Frr w R^ % RqRY*fY Frr rt 
fR^ RTRr qqr 5 R rrr % rr^rY qft rtYrt ^ | i r R?t rr 
FrtY^ Rt ’fT fYqjT #5 fR ?■ 3fY Fq: rr% Frr qftRiftq 1 1 
i[R FrR % R^ ^ R RRTR Y % RR RREH -•; R. RRt RK 
RfRJ^rf % RCR 2 :r r qr^r RqT t Fq: trq; Rfsr^fi >fY jt ?tfRr I 
qfh RF^itt^R qfY RR 3fY ^ Rq:efT | qfk rr % xf ^ (rsp rF^rt 
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I ^ inr 51 TT? JT| I fifr # irilit srnr 

f*p ^ *n ?>, ^ 1 

irrpnir A' JTi^^rnn Pp fsRTPrr % q jfrt ^ j rnr % 

^ % ^*Tr 3^51^30^ H«F?rr t 1 

»Tf55iT ^ ^ % 5Tr5rT irk qr^nr % irk ^ ««# ?rcf % srriRft 
I I ^ if? ^ ftnrr 1 5ft ^qft wr ssrr 
^ wr ftwT fii^rsft 5k{ ^ kwT TOq?r itftwi 

ft 5W5IT I, t w tr^ iT^fn ^t «rffwf inqjt5iTf^!ifR5ft|i 
I Pp wit 4far?tt ft.wit ^ ^ 
wftwr ift vfCT tt ftJft wiftk I frr% wfiifri?! wiR <W # rft 
4f3rF?z ft^ 1 5P 5 ^ ’ft fwjn WT rwfir t 1 

wnre qf tft iRw m t frrft pRft w 

4 f3n^ ifk jft»ir if fww 1 irinr 5ft ftn *15 *rnHr 1 1¥ wtst?'?! 
iiftwkf wnSt ftrfsRr ft iif f «fk JTf ww*!# Hift f Pp 4fw5?i 
Pro 5r?f WTRT 3^4 f' ifk WT w WTsn fttir t « wk sr»R 
4 ift*q irif^nw 5T>ftpT45ft<TRr-<Ift5T ft ^ WI 

^Tfrerr t, wtPif iiw tP r rn w ^ t wk qwt iiffenw 5TOSi5ft f 1 
?5rf5rq Jm ftwkw t tw % wts (court) 4 *i^5Tr4kr5te 
ftift wrffq 5 IiPf wiTt wk 5 ^ «r^ % iisftPrjn^r w rrim 

trft 5ft wf ^ft wiw# wr JnTc5T wt r 

f5T4 snrf qf Prwr irqr t Pr q^ % m-wnr v^r 

rniuk f fk jr5gn^g.yefT4wrwra1r» rik?T» ^qr W^t tfqicn 
5ft qnrt qrtft qr ^ q^ qn 3 ft tjf qqrqr wrqiir gwq Pm 

3rr trqf^ | 1 inrt qqT4- 4 q^ % qi-qnr, wift q^ PpcHT 4t 
3>qq q?^ qi q:^ qk, qftft qrqjq; p!rqiq5f q:^4 4k q qf Wff4 
ft? qm q^ ft wqq ftqr qt qqtPir qi-qrr qrr ipfqtrq ^ pi 
fq sflfR q?rtf%4q^4t*rT4ft fr qft wr tiqrft, wt tft wf 
qq¥t 44, *rk4 «ft?4 1 fqPrft ftr qqf 4t qftf w 5Pcf .% ftqftqq 
^ wrqqqqfqr t Pp w>rt wsqt 4t 44t wrqq ifirftf^^’ft^-^'^ft 
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frr tRim«r iff inpr ^ «> 

<nftf^<fr ^ V? ftr t ift J>| ir^T jt? 
’T«rr <r<R wft ww |, nt ftrw 5jrPTr srrfi|t i 

*ffir fil 9Tt ^ 

5rra^ iT^rc ^ *rr-TO «Ft ’n^ ift ii| 

fjp ^ t, ?ft A nti *rPT fv ^ TfWt arRiT 

ftmif^rsT ^ »r^rdt jtt imp? ^Rsrr | M 

P^ffJT ft»T w % ?PTr ^Tf^ I *r?r <T? *rw ^ smrr 

I 

ftin: 3ftft> afR ^ ^ I ^ ?f5r itrw*' ^ i ^r?’ wtn 

If? ?:?# f ftp ^ ^ t ^ '•T^ t irk irr? % irrerr^Rir 
% it?: I I ftrerr Tt ir?r fr^siPTr Jwr | fir ftr^f spfr 

^ krerr it sniit 1 ®rfit «rr f?: itpt *f?t k-* ik 
smT ift ftm fr^rit irr^rm: I i T^^ft it ik^r (moral) 

fijrsn, spTfk? V? f?rk^- t ft; ^ irr ^ricrrsixw m wt ^ 

it ikr I ?? iit t HT ift nft I zrsr^ A ^ir ?ruT 
?r^ t ' iitftiTTJf it rEf<T5r tmr iif 

szfsr^T ?:i?rr <TftTr ft^ri ifit^^t i i^iki fjfWt 
I# it ^ I 1 

iW I ssTflf iTSK ?rPT iT ?kr i 'r^T-fira'rT wr itir 
it ^ aT^ 1 1 jm sm Jiff ft?i sRiiT ft in'? inro Tini | 
ft 'tM, 8i5?, ?rraf m ![r| nfi? ftit JfNkt % itit itfS f i 

w iMf it i?^i«!iJT (education )ir *n Tijr | ^'ftt it f«r 

nfjii f ft ^ffit Sti iipf Tt ^fififf | sjfijf 

f«r Jii itfii f, ftmmri f, ir^t f? iff Jif fttn 

it ft ;t Ti ft^ftt n? iti fc aifi it ft iPnwrfiTirflfe 
(unemployment) it??Ti ?iitf i wfti vgt ?T#ft?rtj 5 j^;T 
(basic education) ^r it m????? f ifk if it ?»# % 
nitfisH it ^?r? ir^m !3iit it arni, nrft '????! ^f( g^i 
wn 'sirii ik gjf ft ^nff %fii?npift5T ftii ftrtrrfif 
ft«t ?r srq# HPT ft fit spfft it ik ftct? ft? i Tf# ?? 
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5rnT 35niT 1 5^r- urnw^ 1 

ft ^ w # ?iT^ ?r siJffff *Pi:, fT| fira 

«TEJfPTf fr 1 1 ^ ir^rflr to % ?raimr sft 555, wRTf, 
j)T 5:*if <ra #if ?ranr^ r,-^ 1 4 - ^ 

f Pp «f «0 % JrTtr«r?rT^ ft ^ 1 % Mnum: T^r 34 
^f*t ^iR^t ^ 5 ^ ?T5^ 5 x 4 # sra^ fr sfAc^r 

?ffff f I 5 ^ srm f r ?rftR; ^ irfqf ff qr w 

ff qft ^5r »rr^f? sft % »r^rr5f?rrn' f r ff ^jqqrr 
?rs^fifqm Pr^fi f^qr sriq [ 

?T?r I ff P fm % JTRTg'T w PT ^ ff p 
TOt ^ f lirp ?ik <if ?f ^ N? fT ^ 4 5 fT ?rfrf 

t; 5jt nif r qr fffft afk srfrr # 4 k jn»r^ | 1 

P^ ^ (Tf jT(t 4t f4t »Trp qiHt t I ’trnr 5ft>ft 4 


^ frqf fip qjq 4 44 ^ ifk irni 4 ^4 4 3,> 

P? i pnir » -jja> _.s 

afpf 


'k 4t7 ifh; srfr 1 1 1 4 ^ qj ^ ^ 

It (»it fr r ot* ™ > 
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1 1 spr ^ ^rnjrr 

^ *rm?fr!r^^r3rRTr t fft^qT?«rr ar^rc T^rr? # sjs aftr 
arnr 5 ffV ?r 5 jjs ?prr mrpr i JT?r 

^ f?r ^!T fanii ^ ariwr | *iV^ ??rPTt #' ^ 

arett t I ^ "T^ ^R 7N I r3R>R 4' 

^ 4 ^ f^sTR ^ ^\k Rff 4 t 5 ff 4 5 ?r ? I 4 fqR 

•TR ( Education Ministry ) ®p^ 

^STT ^ ^ ?»rR trR 4 

wf ^ I fST ^ 4 m 4 ftr fsrw ^ wf^r ^:T4t g i 


«ft*Rft viroft winwm (^^rsit^r): ^^nsr *Tf)w, ^t^rf^tr, 
sm«T, ^3^ftT?r, tP=^4^ ( handicapped ) 4t sfpp^ 

’T^ ^ i ?rrsr ?trr^ ^tnrr ^'rF?*rrf ^ 4 ffY ' t^ - 8 p 41 ’ sr^lf i 
^iT % ?PTt ^'fr f f 3PT#^r 4Vr ^4 ^r 44r WR 4 5?=fr 

ft ttTfr 4 yjRiTT 4t 5rf^ft>h<Rr ^ 4 ftqr t i % 
f?*Tr 3 r<T % ^ 4 t ^ v? ^nRzfr ftn 4 w j^t 4 

^Tf?«PT ft *rt 1 1 ^ ^t| 4r an?, ^ ^ !T»Rt % vrt f^ijrr ^ 
4 — 4t =^4 arr?, nnf 4, 4tf?4t 4, ?rarRlr 4, ftr ir, 44- 

nnw <R — f 4 'RJ 4t«r4 aR? 7?4 f? 4r'^}»rr>T4 f ? ? w^«t 

ferffTstrl ?? 4k jt? |?sTr 4k «jr ?t wrt 4 nft |, ^oti'rRf Rftra, 
H4t ar? 4k sjk n*Rf 4 ttT? ?i!T 4 i«f ^5^ 4<^4 4t fir?? i a? 4k 4k 
sr^ 4 w iriq 4 f, 4 kR 4 t^ *ri»r 4 na; ?[q 4 r »rfHW 4 , 

?«t 4 sfrr? H*rp:s ft4 i 4? va^?, 4kf aR? 4k 4t 

arf % apfr^R^ -Rnr arrar -^n^RT t^v nr ftar | i vf ^ 
3R a’l ^ ^r? f dt ?tt 4 ^rarar fa’d4t arnff jrt nnrar ^ 4t f"f 
starR 4 4 ?r?r ?4 f 4tr itt? srrr- y? ^??t % srt ?fnraf 

% 4raa? qT^TTor 4t |[Pt^ aR4 f i 4 ^a4f 4t 34 stt 
aR^fr v»rrar % K?frm 4t vRfr 1 1 4k 4'f ?Ra.*R ar^frir 

4k nrarrfTff 4t *r<rwf 4t 4t 4 wpr ?r ar 
wirff 'TR 5 fitk 45r 4 ftr SRJT 4t 4tt 4k •ritr ^ fwr >r<Tr ^ i 
irnr km 44t 4t aft tr»^ 4 ija? fiRT nr? f arf 4 f*Tt^ 
ki? R? *iTr*rr»«i 4t Rta 4 4i'': 4 n? sp^nf 4k a? ft 4 *.T«t 4 
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'tt ^qrrf wthT ^ft m 
fjT^'f f f « t> fT-lfAT? ? I 

^rrrfspfjfrsn »jg f^r-T ^ ?jVc 

% ?nT rsjrTsff % % in? ii?t tt «nm nar |i 

n^fTu^ ??T ii/-?T, sTr7frtBY5:?!*aff!fr?fwntM%n njf ?? 

Tr»m n «frf 3 Rr nnfTr r?r*ft tr?: yiR f?n? 

<mf^T yCf t ^ sifff ^ ?ft ^nTf?r | 

?ft yr j *ft T??n n ft fir^i 5inj; f+yr ^r ?fr ^ i yf 

??fr yr TiT?^f I fT ^n-ctwjffyryrffy (Children’s Act) 

yy I? t I A wrfyr yrfyt f f?: yst^r rft y yf fyy 

ym f yf y^ yk yfe tT?y yTrmfyryt^ytyyyryfH 
yyy yft ft tfr | «fk y w ftyr y fty % yrryy: | i eft fy 
^5z: fyayr ^yr yt y? arry^ fyy y?y A <TTyr yr Tfr | 

yf yk %y % fyy, nk <€?y % fyy f'rar i y*fi fy«rr yyt ^ft y ?y 
yiy^ y yrgf yr yf isnryy: nft f>r yef: yf? y^n: ^ yyiPry: 
yrfeyfi I eft y fy«rr yfr yt ir yf snyyr yf?? fy yf yf 
fy fyy yyrt w fyy yf yte eft eery y fyy yiy f yeft 
yjjy ynr, y^ trrf vi wiff^ y'k firy wk tzfy ^ ywf 
yr? 1 ^ yf vfyr yrffft [( fy ym y^y y fy?t»y fyy fry ft'pn 
I Ssff.y yjy ytt yt? f yt yyfi yk y yryet i \ yywftny Vf |fy 
If y»ft yf: %fy ymy yt ^ t 5? ^ftn(y y fy ynny 

y fTfi yfffjyr % Jr/t y? ff yk yy ? vtr yryry n qqr yt yr 
y^lf fiTfr ff yeyf fytinryyfr yr i vf ym* %f y yyt y?y fy 
f T ffr f yJ'5V yyt wfy y yfr ? ryy ^ i ynrf yft ysw fft yrr fft 
?tryy, y fjjy ym fft f . snrfy^fty f ytt ff r fas yyy 

ft tfi |, fsi f>'y f ytf^ yft yr? fyrt yfty ffk 
yrf tfty y«y ft, ygr yt, ?t yt y^ft % fy? yry y t yryrt ^ 

(Tty! *r yty yry y eftyyyyT fy ^ yft i fyfyy yf yryff ft 
y«yr fy yf yyfTt %fy ytm *Ttt ffyy yy % fy yff ^ yr 
yy^ I yt^ »ft (Iwtyrrt ymyt fttr eft yrry ft.y ^ ^yr, 
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ffTSr ^ Tfl t «fhr K WW ft TfT I Tff ?TT§ ^fT*f 

^ii ^r?cTr i ?s2 % ci ^ tctt 5r<rnrr t i vtf 

jjf > > ggjff S? Fag l fg£L-£^ pP ^<ft ¥7 ¥SrW 

arr 7|t I ¥ f^r ¥ «jrm otrPt^ ¥T % ¥7 ^ ¥<Tr5 

arr# 71 % ?>H ¥t ?TK7i m^fTrT ¥T7f i | 7 1T77 f777 % fW7 

f7f7TH i I 7 V^i. •?t?7 ¥t *17 f. 577 5T¥ 7^ t, 

%r¥7 aft 77¥ Tff % %7warr3r^7frt 7777 7reT7 ^ f7 

f77f7«mf7lf^ I fSTT^ ¥T\I7rf7^¥fTiir7fafttf¥5^ WWHit 

% M7 7 7t ¥tf WTfTT »CT t ’t ^ ftWT <t |, 7 74 t <77 

^ft iftt 7 tPw ^5niT7 ift I^TT | *ff7 ¥Tt7 7| ^ | Pp 
7T7 f7% *75 ^ PT777 7i#t | I Prt77 7 % VtT7 77T7 

57^ iN % 7»^f «t7fnr»7f^f7rif,77¥T7PwPT«rf7 
77rar % 77«ft<ft TTT^, 7|jt % >I7^¥ 77^ VT^ft iff PIT4- 
fTfip % f77 777 1 71% ^ <frr #7T PP inft 7f7 TlPPft # ¥fr 7T, 
77?r’%7 #77^ t’. 77¥t ■ O^JP^Wd ^exploit) ¥?%f I 

57f7747rf7t f f¥ af7 Tnr 57 7777 77 PTTH: ^TfT | ift 57 77 
aft ffTH ft7r Tlf^ Pp 7 aft 7157? ft^P 77 7| f 77¥t fV7 7¥R 

% Pm7 7 7 «rr ¥f7 far7% f¥ » 7*^ ¥t taWTrir? 7 *P7 7lf 
7t7 7^7 777 TTTFtP 77 7P I 


575i 717 aft ¥f 7f It 76 tPt- 77? f7P|7 (delinquent 

children) % Tit 7 ^ i 7 777r^t 757 f f777lt 77 ^ 71.757 
7r?7 I *ftT 57¥t ft 777 aft 7ff 7771 1 # t 75% ftft f , aft 
77T7n7 ¥7 7 7qTr7 7.T7 T^t TtT ^7 f, 

jf77 7k 7(Tr77 ?r57 fmorhid type) ^ fft7f t art k: 

717157 7i5%f % fai7 ptcft t I 57 75%! ¥t 777 ^Hlfti: 
77171 ^ ¥fe7 75*5 7f7 %t 7K5<1¥ 775^*1 t. ' ^ 

5151 57 7'7f-i*r ¥f f7 ¥57 ¥T 77'l77rf7¥ 77 7 77c7 PPTT 

771 1 I 7f 7M7 7 1^¥ 5Rf7%t7 77r7|«ft577% f777 f¥5 PtsU 77t 
aft ¥t 77it Itfr g I 
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^ m i»nr «nc f^wr Ht w «sfpr 

^ irfrt ift mvPw ^ t 

ir» rf >^« (juvenile delinquents) ^ ww i 

fff t sT^ I I ^ i fsr^ ffiN 

1 1 aft «rm*ft f i ftwmr f irirrtt f, 

1 gsrtt f9r$ wfr vrr<t (headache) ar# ? <<k # ««rff 
sn^ <n?r t’ Pf "wr f«T f-fwm arnr i it 
vt ^'irf ^ a}=r arftnr an<T ^ f aftr art "Pt 

^n»TT«r f fwr ^trar t, eft aft 

Tit t ^tqft tjer 5<ntr frOr ^ ^ ^rwrrt'fr ^ ^ wtfa? 
aft f[fter arttJ^f^ iier«r ^rwra^ q^ tt fttr 
ff|tqj^ I ?#Tt 4 ftren *ftt ^ Ir artdt q«#^ fsp^^ q ^ 
tfertts t ^ ^ 

qft aftert ^ aft «rtpqr ex i 

tt at«ff % erre t <’;p trt fex farerr ar^f ei aftx faran 

afanrtt qft ?Tfqq: ftrf Mr ^ i 


Dr. S.K. Bhuyan (Assam): Mr. Deputy Chairman, I rise to give my 
wholehearted support to this measure. The present Government of 
India has enacted several laws for the social and economic uplift of the 
country. But it appears to me that of all those measures, this present 
piece of legislation, the Children Bill, is the noblest and the most 
humanitarian enactment which is going to be put on the statute book. 
Perhaps its companion measure will be the Bill for the removal of 
untouchability which we arc told, will be coming before Parliament 
soon. 

In every place and mostly in towns and factory areas, there are 
large numbers of riff-raff children who are destitute and neglected, 
mainly because their parents are too uneducated and too poor. Many 
have perhaps no proper parents, nor elders or guardians to look after 
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them, and in many cases they are orphans having none to supervise their 
conduct and career. These young children are employed by unscrupulous 
men for the purpose of joining pick-pocket gangs. They are given 
regular training for this trade and.... 

Shri Ritiendra Pratap Sinha: Sir, do we have a quorum? 

Dn S.IL Bhuyan: May I speak. Sir, 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Yes. 

Dr. S.K. Bhuyan: And those boys are given regular training in the 
use of scissors for cutting open pockets, and to watch for careless 
passengers and visitors in important thoroughfares. They arc also 
taught how to enter into rooms at night by squeezing themselves 
through iron bars of windows. Unfortunately enough some of these 
children are also employed to play the part of pimps. 

I, therefore, feel that it has been a very good thing that the 
Government of India has been able to bring forward a Bill like this and 
to take steps for bringing up these destitute children by giving them 
proper education, and proper training so that they may become useful 
citizens of this country. 

Similar measures were taken several decades ago by a poor Roman 
Catholic priest whose heart bled at the sight of these hapless children. 
He felt for them and he worked incessantly for their reclamation. He 
erected homes and schools in several places where these unfortunate 
boys were brought up and looked after on proper lines. They wei e given 
regular training in several vocations, such as printing, carpentry, smithy, 
etc. Such homes gradually sprang up everywhere. At present, there are 
more than 300 such homes all over the world, with their headquarters 
at Turin in Italy. This man was Saint Don Bosco, who founded the 
Salesian order. And when he died he was canonized by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Similarly, I am quite sure our Education Minister, 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the father of this Bill and the present 
Government will be held in great respect by posterity, and they will 
hereafter be called *‘Garibonka Ma-Bap.” 

Sir, this is a good measure and I hope the whole country will extend 
its support in the working of it. This public co-operation is most 
essential for the successful and effective working of this measure. The 
officers will, of course, be there to find out and look after delinquent 
and neglected children. But unless the public also co-operate with this 
work in a whole-hearted manner, by tracing them out, by giving proper 
training and by establishing proper schools under this scheme, this 
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measure will not be a success. In the first instance, the Bill is meant only 
for Part C States. But if the scheme is found to work successfully there, 
I am sure other States will also introduce similar measures in their 
respective areas. 

Sir, I wish this measure every success and I give it all my support, 
and I express the gratitude of the country to the Government for taking 
such a wholesome step and for bringing forward this legislation. 

Shri T.S. Pattabiraman (Madras): Mr. Deputy Chairman, the 
Education Minister of the Government of India deserves our heartiest 
congratulations for bringing forward this Bill. Sir, the motion has been 
moved for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, the object 
and reasons for bringing forward this Bill have been clearly put in the 
Bill itself and also in the speech of the learned Education Minister. 

The Bill is a very good one. One complaint is that it is too good. The 
Bill contains certain very good pro^sions, but 1 am afraid it will not at 
all be possible to work it out successfully. And why 1 say ^ 1 shall 
explain. There are two aspects to this question. We are going to deal 
with certain types of children and the entire Bill covers all sections of 
these chilren. It would had been better if the Bill had been confined to 
only, what may be called, the social side of the whole picture, rather 
than the political and the economic sides of it. The various provisions 
of the Bill are clearly for giving a certain preferential treatment to these 
children and there can be no doubt that such treatment is necessary. 
Nobody will be aagainst that. But the question is whether the Bill will 
be able to solve the problems that will arise or that are arising. Are they 
going to solve the problem of the neglected children and the delinquent 
children? Or is it only an attempt to deal with the external side of the 
problem? If one goes through the provisions of this Bill one will find 
that the children are to be classified as **neglected children*’, 
“uncontrollable children” and the “juvenile delinquents”. With regard 
to the neglected children and also the uncontrolled children, whether 
we will be able to successfully solve the problem presented by them by 
this Bill becoming an Act is doubtful. The problem is not a social one. 
I would say it is an economic problem. And if you are not going to deal 
with the economic situation of the children, the Bill will be a failure. For 
example, here we have said that if a child is neglected, the child will be 
taken to the court and the court may order that he should be kept in an 
observation home or in a children’s home for a period till he attains the 
age of sixteen. But after he attains the age of sixteen, what is to happen 
to him? That has not been provided for in this Bill. After attaining the 
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age of sixteen, or when he attains the age of eighteen, he is to be left to 
the mercy of nature and again he becomes a vagabond. So I say, this 
measure does not go far enough to solve the problem of the child much 
less of the youth. 

It may not be possible for the State to act up to this Bill even if it 
is passed by the House. Parliament is able to legislate only for Part C 
Stats and even Part C States are not likely to give effect to it immediately. 
Later on it may turn out that some Part C States may be able to 
implement it. But it is left to the other States either to enact this Bill in 
toto or with any modification that is necessary. I wonder whether the 
Government has given serious consideration to the question whether 
the implementation of this Bill in toto by the State Governments will be 
possible in the near future. An estimate of cost of one such institution 
has been given at the end of the Bill and in the finanical memorandum 
it has been mentioned that one such institution will cost Rs. 62,000 per 
year and I am sure, Sir, that every tehsil will have to have one such 
institution. If every tehsil has to have such an institution, how many 
tehsils are in a State, and the point is whether t he State will be at all able 
to have such institutions with its crumbling finances. I am sure, Sir, that 
with the best of intentions of this Government this Bill will not sec the 
light of a day nor will it be enforced in any of the States in the manner 
that we want. The provisions that have been made are rather very 
excessive. I am sure the Select Committee will go into the question and 
find out whether such provisions are necessary at all. Sir, even at the 
Select Committee stage, it will be better if a distinction is made between 
two sets of questions: one is the case of the juvenile delinquent. He must 
be treated separately. The provisions that are contained in this Bill with 
regard to neglected children or uncontrollable children, are very good. 
I am sure the provisions, relating to the delinquent children should be 
treated on a separate level. There is one objectionable feature of this 
Bill and I have very many misgivings about it and that is that it tries to 
completely overhaul or completely change or completely ignore the 
existing Criminal Procedure Code in many sections. Sir, the Criminal 
Procedure Code is sought to be ousted from the jurisdiction of the 
operation of this Bill. Whether it will be desirable or whether it is 
necessary will have to be deeply gone into by the Select Committee. Sir, 
clause 23 of the Bill deals with that. It says that there should be no joint 
trial of an adult and a child. After this Bill becomes law, no joint trial 
can be there when a child and an adult are co-charged in the same case. 
Sir, whether this may be possible or practicable is a point to be 
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considered. Even now there are certain provisions whereby if an adult 
and a child are co-charged, both of them are tried by special Magistrates 
who have been empowered to try children. Sir, if that is so, the Bill now 
says that there must be separate trial; does the Bill contemplate that 
there must be two separate trials, evidence to be separately tendered in 
each trial? What will be the fate of the other trial? For example, there 
are two courts which will have to go into this one case. Would not the 
finding of one court prejudice that of the other? Will it not be said in the 
other court that already the case has been decided in one case and is this 
not certainly likely to prejudice the other case? This will be creating 
complications and it will also be undesirable and I do not know whether 
it will stand the test of law. 

I come to clause 21 which deals with adjournment sine die, 
“Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law, the 
competent court may adjourn sine die any inquiry regarding a child 
alleged to have committed an offence and may, on additional grounds 
or materials being placed before it, re-open the inquiry at the stage at 
which it was left when adjourned.” Sir, this is a very serious clause and 
1 am sure the Select Committee will go into the question. There are 
already complaints in the courts and in Parliament also that criminal 
justice is being unnecessarily delayed and that criminal justice should 
be speeded up. In these cases adjournment 5//ief die is sought to be given 
and I do not know whether this is right or whether it is proper or 
whether it is reasonable at all to say that criminal proceedings will 
remain in cold storage. 

Sir, these are certain clauses, which appear, to my mind, not 
necessary. I wonder whether the Government should really have a 
separate legislation for many of the clauses are already existing. I 
wonder whether for separate courts a separate Bill at all is necessary. 
In Madras there are certain Special Magistrates, First Class Magistrates, 
who are empowered to try children who commit offences. These 
children gel symapthetic consideration at the hands of the court. The 
Criminal Procedure Code can be amended to the same effect that any 
child brought up for an offence under the Criminal Procedure Code 
should be tried in the presence of two assessors, one being a Probation 
Officer and the other being a competent social worker who is on a panel 
for each district. That will be making justice also cheaper and that will 
be making justice easier. If instead of having separate courts you 
empower First Class Magistrates to try children with the help of two 
assessors, one a Probation Officer and the oiher a social worker, that 
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will carry out the spirit of the le^slation and will also minimise delays 
to a great extent. So, I would like the Select Committee to consider 
whether it is not desirable to amend the Criminal Procedure Code in a 
very simple manner and still get the effect of the provisions that are 
being sought to be included in this Bill with regard to the delinquent 
children. 

Thirdly, there are certain proviaons in this Bill which, I am sure, 
are greatly objectionable and 1 do not know whether they will be able 
to stand the test of the law, for example clause 29(2) which reads as 
follows: “No Order of a competent court shall be invalidated merely by 
any subsequent proof that the person in respect of u^om the order has 
been made is not a child, and the age presumed or declared by the 
competent court to be the age of the person so brought before it shall, 
for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be the true age of that 
person.” Sir, this Bill, if it becomes law, will give power to the court to 
proceed under this law only when the child is 16 years of age while it is 
proved that the child is above 16 years of age even then a mistake of fact 
will not nullify the decision. This will be going against the spirit and 
quite contradictory to the Act and 1 also doubt whether it will stand the 
test of the judicial courts. This also goes against and is contradictory and 
I am sure that it may not be quite legal. I am only submitting it for the 
consideration of the Select Committee. 

Similar is the case with clause 33 v^iich prohibits the publication of 
names of children involved in any proceedings in this case. It says, “No 
report in any newspaper, magazine or news sheet of any inquiry 
regarding a child under this Act shall disclose the name, address or 
school or any other particulars calculated to lead to the identification 
of the child, nor shall any picture of any such child be publbhed”. Sir, 
this is a serious violaiton of the liberty that has been granted to the press 
under the Fundamental Rights. The Press, under the Fundamental 
Rights, has a right to publish the correct proceedings, authorised 
proceedings of the court. So, this clause will come in the way of the 
Fundamental Right that has been guaranteed to the Press and this 
clause also deserves serious consideration as to whether it is absolutely 
necessary or whether it is absolutely legal and whether the Government 
has the right to include any such dause in this Bill. 

Going through the various clauses of the Bill it is dear that the 
authors of the Bill have very good intentions but it may not be possible 
for them to cany them out. For example, with regard to a neglected 
child clause 42 provides for the contributions to be made by parents. 
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Under section 488 of the Criminal Procedure Code there is already 
provision existing for the maintenance of a child if it is proved that it has 
been neglected by a parent. 1 wonder why a separate clause is necessary. 
If a careful scrutiny of the Criminal Procedure Code is made it will 
found that many existing sections are applicable to children. The only 
thing is to enforce them. It is also possible that such an enactment can 
be made applicable at once throughout the country, not only in Part C 
States. By amending certain sections of the Criminal Procedure Code 
it may be possible to fit in many of the provisions of this Bill and it can 
be done easily also. 

The other day the Home Minister said that there is going to be a 
revision of the Criminal Procedure Code which is going to be done very 
soon. It will be rather beneficial to us and it will also be good for us to 
refer this matter to the body which would revise the Criminal Procedure 
Code and find out whether certain changes in the Criminal Procedure 
Code will be beneficial and they could also be made applicable to 
children throughout the country. 

Finally, Sir, the Bill has a very laudable object and there can be no 
doubt about it. The States are to maintain the neglected children, 
children who have been ill-treated by the parents. There is no doubt 
about that but whether it is possible for the Stales to undertake this is 
a point. The problem is an economic one in the first instance, for a 
neglected child means, a child who — 

(i) is found in any street or place or public resort begging or 
receiving alms, or for the purpose of so begging or receiving 
alms, whether or not there is any pretence of singing, playing, 
performing, offering anything for sale, or otherwise; 

and it goes on enumerating in four sub-clauses. Sir, it is known now that 
due to poverty and due to the economic problems there arc a large 
number of people in the whole of the countryside and throughout the 
country whose children arc not being maintained properly. Sir, if the 
children have not been fed properly, if the children have not been 
maintained properly and have been neglected it Is ncyt due to unwillingness 
on the part of the parents but the incapacity of the parents to provide 
them sufficient food and shelter. Are you going to penalise the parents 
because they arc not able to support their children and bring them up 
comfortably for want of money? No parent will neglect his child. The 
mother will not and the father will not unless they are by circumstances 
forced to neglect their children. This point should be taken into 
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consideration. When this Bill becomes law you will be bringing a 
hornets’ nest about your ears. I know in Madras that thousands are 
begging in the streets; they are under-nourished and ill-clad. Is it 
possible for the State Government and have they enough funds to bring 
into existence a sufficient number of children’s homes? If that could be 
done certainly we would have achieved a laudable object. Can you take 
these children to the villages and give them employment? It is certainly 
a very good idea. Of course the State is bound to do it. But in the present 
circumstances with their poor finances can the States do it? No doubt 
the Bill has been introduced by the Government of India with good 
intentions but the Government of India must also find the finances for 
it. For example the Centre will have to pay at least four or five crores 
of rupees to Madras alone and if the Centre can find the money it is very 
good, it will be excellent, it is a welcome Bill and 1 am for it. 

Sliri H.P. Saksena: This Bill is meant for the Part ‘C’ States. 

Shri T.S. Pattabiramaii: I know this is intended for Part ‘C’ States 
but you have a very pious hope that the other States will also follow it 
and pass a Bill in toto or with modifications. With all the good 
intentions, for all 1 know of the financial condition of the Madras State, 
the Madras State and other similarly placed States will not pass such a 
Bill for centuries to come. What is the fun of passing such legislation if 
it canot be implemented in practice? It is a pious hope and it will remain 
a pious hope. It is no use throwing the responsibility on the Stale 
Governments and no use blaming the Slate Governments. The 
International Children’s Convention has suggested this and so the 
Government of India thinks that it has followed it and has done its duly 
by introducing this Bill. The State Governments cannot pass such a Bill 
because they will not be able to implement it and the bottleneck is 
finance. My appeal to the Ministry of Education who is piloting this Bill 
is to sec that it becomes operative not only in Part ‘C’ Stales but 
throughout the country by providing the funds for it. Sir, the problem 
is more economic and unless you arc going to solve the economic 
problems of the country this Bill may never become a reality. If the 
economic condition of the country improves, if unemployment is 
relieved there will be no necessity for these homes and schools. So, Sir, 
while supporting this Bill 1 should tell the Government that it should not 
think that its duty is over by merely passing this Bill and 1 appeal to them 
to find the necessary financial resources for the Slates so that they 
might pass like Bills in their legislatures and implement the objects of 
the Bill in letter and spirit. 
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Shri PX Leuva (Bombay): After listening to the speech of Shri 
T.S. Pattabiraman I was rather provoked. It appears that he has not 
read the Bill at all. He does not know wdiat are the provisions in the Bill. 
He must know that this Bill is primarily meant not for the punishment 
of children but this Bill is designed to re-educate the children who, by 
force of circumstances, have become delinquents, or are neglected by 
their parents or guarrUans. 

Now, Sir, these cases used to be dealt with by the ordinary criminal 
courts. There are cases in English history that even children of even 10 
or 11 years used to be sentenced to death merely for committing a petty 
offence of theft. There are cases also that children have spent their lives 
for about ten years in penal servitude. But, as time passed on, it was 
found necessary to take the view that the problem of a child is quite 
different from the problem of an adult criminal, because the adult 
crimmal commits the offence after knowing the full consequences of it. 
But a child, by mere force of circumstances, sometimes commits an 
offence and therefore, Sir, it was dedded practically in each and every 
country that the treatment of a juvenile should be different from that of 
an adult criminal. 

Now my hon. friend Shri T.S. Pattabiraman has referred to various 
things regarding the Criminal Procedure Code. The main prindple of 
this Bill is that the child is not to be treated as a criminal but he is to be 
treated as a person who requires to be re-educated. He should be kept 
away from evil influences and evil surroundings. That is the main 
reason for which this Bill has been designed, also that there shall be a 
special court for the trial of offences in which a child is involved. What 
is the reason? A child may become a delinquent because of sodal 
factors or he might be under the influence of parents wdio may 
themselves have criminal propensities. He may be living in an association 
where there might be such influence which may lead to a juvenile 
committing an offence. There are certain cases in which a child 
commits an offence because he is of a particular mental make-up. He 
may commit an offence under a temporary temptation. Now if you have 
such children tried before a regular criminal court of law, you are not 
going to improve him but you are 

Shri T.S. Pattabiraman: Even when tried by a criminal court, the 
criminal children are sent only to reformatory schools. 

Shri P.T. Leuva: I know what reformatory schools are. I will come 
to it later. My hon. friend does not know what reformatory schools are. 
There are c^dren who for having committed an offence have to be 
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brought to the court. There are certain Acts under which they are 
brought to court and tried. Under the Municipal Act especially a child 
who is sellmg without a licence is also criminally liable because the 
Municipal Act provides it. Such a child though tried by an ordinary 
criminal court is sent to the reformatory school. It is a question of how 
you are going to treat this whole problem. The greatest advance that we 
have made in this direction is that we have removed this particular 
subject from the purview of the Home Department. Ordinarily the 
treatment of any criminals would come under the Home Department. 
There is a welcome departure and it is this that the Government of 
India has realised that in case of children it is not a question of ^criminaP 
but it is a quesion of education and rehabilitation of the children who 
are neglected and who commit offences because they are under evil 
influences. That is the reason why this law is being passed and it is a very 
healthy principle. 

Now, Sir this Bill has been more or less designed on the 
recommendations contained in several international conferences. As 
far back as 1937, Sir, the League of Nations prepared a model Bill and 
in that model Bill they suggested various things and this Bill, -in my 
opinion, more or less follows all the recommendations of that Bill. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Bill itself, the Bill has made a distinction 
between two things. Those children who commit any contravention of 
any law have been classified as juvenile delinquents. There is a special 
reason for that also and I will come to that later on. The other class is 
those children who do not commit any contravention of the law but- 
merely because of the poor circumstances of their parents they are not 
looked after or even neglected - are living under the influence of 
certain bad associations or bad character and are becoming morally 
bad. These are the two categories, but most of them will come under the 
category of juvenile delinquents. 

Now, Sir, the problem of the neglected child and the problem of 
juvenile delinquency are quite distinct. The juvenile delinquent requires 
a different type of treatment from that of a neglected child. For that very 
reason a provision has been made in the Bill that for juvenile delinquents 
there shall be, what they have called, special schools and for the 
neglected children they have made provision for children’s homes. The 
treatment that you require for a juvenile delinquent is quite different 
from that required for a neglected child. The juvenile delinquent has 
already shown signs of criminal intentions, while the neglected child 
does not show that propensity. If you have had only one type of 
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treatment for these categories of children, then the likelihood is that the 
neglected child might later on become a juvenile delinquent. Therefore 
it is necessary that there should be two different types of institutions. 
Even in juvenile delinquency there are stages of criminality. A juvenile 
delinquent might have committed an offence for the first time. It might 
be due to association. There might be certain juvenile deinquents who 
might have committed repeated offences and they might have become 
hardened criminals. Now it would be very unwise to put both these 
classes of juvenile delinquents in one and the same school, because if 
they remained together the hardened type of criminal juvenile might by 
association train the first-comer who comes for the first time into the 
home and he might also likely be the victim of the influence of the 
hardened criminal juveniles. Therefore the main principle is that for 
every child you have to think individually; you have to decide what type 
of treatment the child requires. Therefore these two separate institutions 
have been designed in this Bill. 

Now, Sir, I will come to the next question regarding the trial of the 
offences in which children might be involved. Now in this Bill there is 
a provision that there shall be special courts. They are known as 
competent courts. It is absolutely essential that in the trial of these cases 
you should not have person to try such offences unless and until that 
person has knowledge about juvenile delinquency, otherwise the purpose 
for which this Bill is designed would be frustrated. A person who deals 
with a juvenile delinquent must have special knowledge about the 
problems which give rise to juvenile delinquency, because then and 
then only will he be in a position to find out what type of treatment is 
necessary for each particular child. Now, we have got criminal courts 
and those magistrates who arc concerned with criminal cases might be 
quite competent to decide those questions but when a juvenile delinquent 
or a neglected child is brought before a court, different considerations 
apply. Therefore, Sir, in this Bill itself a provision has been made that 
the person who is presiding over this particular type of court must be a 
person who has got special knowledge and training about junvenile 
delinquency and child welfare. It is a difficult problem to be solved. It 
is not very easy to find competent persons to look after this type of work. 
This was visualised by the framers of the Bill and that is the reason why 
they have made a provision that there might be a Bench of Magistrates 
who might deal with such cases. But in that also they have made a very 
healthy provision that one of the judges should have special knowledge 
about juvenile delinquency and child welfare. From this Bill you will 
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find, Sir, that greater emphasis has been laid on the educative principle 
in the treatment of children. It is not a question of punishing a child. 
That is why a special court has been provided. My hon. friend, Shri 
Pattabiraman, has referred to the question of finance. It is no doubt 
true that finance is the most important factor in this. But if the States 
have a will they can do it. In Bombay, Sir, I am intimately connected 
with this particular type of courts. In the Bombay City itself, the 
Bombay Government spends Rs. 8 lakhs per year on the juvenile 
delinquents. It is not that they cannot spend more money, it is the 
question of will. Therefore, so far as I am concerned, I feel that this Bill 
is capable of being properly implemented. But the question is that there 
must be a law to do it; there must be the obligation also on the 
Government to do it. 

This Bill applies only to Part C States. There is the constitutional 
difficulty and so Parliament could not legislate so far as other Slates are 
concerned, In most of the States, so far as 1 know, Bombay, Madras, 
United Provinces and West Bengal and also Madhya Pradesh, the same 
type of legislation has been in existence. 

Sir, the next question is regarding the children's after-care 
organisation. The delinquents are committed to the courts and if they 
satisfy the requirements of the case the courts commit them to a 
particular Home. After the child has attained a certain age, say 16 or 18, 
after the period of cu.stody is over, what is to happen? If the hon. 
Members have taken pains to read the clause they would see that in 
these particular after-care organisations a particular type of education 
is given, industrial education, to the juvenile delinquents. They are 
given industrial training. The main point is that afler he leaves the 
Home or the Institution, the juvenile delinquent should be able to 
obtain his livelihood by himself. That is why the juvenile delinquent is 
put in a special school and is given a special kind of training. Therefore, 
the fear entertained by my hon. friend Shri Pattabiraman is not of 
particular value. 

The other thing is that the.se juvenile delinquents are to be brought 
before a court. There must be some machinery whereby juvenile 
delinquents can be prevented from coming under the influence of such 
courts. There might be very petty offences and if you bring such a child 
before a court, there is likely to be an emotional disturbance. He is 
likely to have a fear in his mind regarding the formality of courts. 
Therefore, Sir, in certain countries, and especially in Scotland, there is 
a particular type of system where a Public Prosecutor is appointed 
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specially for this work. If he finds from the materials before him, if he 
comes to the conclusion that the child should not be sent to the court, 
he has the right to decide that; and then the child would not be brought 
before the court. Similarly, Sir, 1 would suggest that this is a system 
worthy of consideration, because there are many many petty types of 
offences in which a child should not be made to undergo the formal trial 
of the court. In Bombay City, we have started very recently a separate 
section of the Police Department. This section is called the ^Juvenile 
Section of the Police Department’. This is specially designed to see that 
the children are looked after properly. They try to find out the nature 
of the cases in which children are tried before a court, t would also 
suggest that such a type of machinery as there is in Scotland should be 
designed so that such a type of machinery as there is in Scotland should 
be designed so that children may not be unnecessarily brought before 
the courts, and in this way this problem could be lightened. 

Now, Sir, there are one or two points regarding this Bill to which 
1 would like to make a reference. Now there is one point that the court 
has got the power to amend or alter an order passed by itself at any time. 
That is clause 37 which reads as follows: 

^^Without prejudice to the provisions for appeal and revision 
under this Act, any competent court may, either on its own 
motion or on an application received in this behalf, amend any 
order as to the institution to which a child is to be sent or as to 
the person under whose care or supervision a child is to be 
placed under this Act,” 

Now this power has been given to the court foi various reasons. 
The court may hand over the child to any person. But a similar power 
has been given to the State Government. My own fear is that there 
might be a conflict between the Government and the court itself, 
because in clause 37 there is no limitation placed upon the court and the 
court can pass this order at any time. Supposing in the meantime the 
State Government has also passed an order transferring the child from 
one institution to another, then what happens? The power of the court 
is still in existence. Then the question would arise whether the court has 
still got the power to amend the order passed by the Government. I 
would, therefore, submit, Sir, that this is an important point which 
should be considered by the Select Committee, and they should try to 
find out whether there can be any suitable reconciliation so that there 
may not be any conflict between the power exercisable by the court and 
the State Government. 
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Now, Sir, there is another clause which is there. That is clause 39. 
It says: 


''Where it appears to the State Government that any child 
kept in a special school or children’s home in pursuance of this 
Act is a leper or of unsound mind, the State Government may 
order his removal to a leper asylum or mental hospital or other 
place of safe custody for being kept there for the remainder of 
the term for which he has to be kept in custody under the 
orders of the competent court or for such further period as 
may be certified by a medical officer to be necessary for the 
proper treatment of the child.” 

Now, Sir, under the provisions of this Bill the court has only got the 
jurisdiction to keep a child in custody till he attains the age of IS. The 
power of the court is limited to that extent and the State Government 
also cannot possibly extend that power regarding custody. But if you 
read, Sir, the provisions of this clause - clause 39 ~ you will find that 
there is no limitation provided at all. The moment a child has been sent 
by the State Government to a mental hospital or a leper asylum, the 
power becomes unlimited unless and until there is a specific mention 
that the State Government also cannot keep a child in custody beyond 
18 years of age. But unfortunately. Sir, the State Government has been 
given an unlimited power. According to me, Sir, unless and until this 
clause is amended, it is likely that the State Government might interpret 
it in a way so as to give them the unlimited power of confining a child 
in a mental hospital or a leper asylum for an unlimited period of lime. 

Now, Sir, my hon, friend, Shri Pattabiraman, referred to section 
488 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Now under that section, Sir, the 
criminal courts have a right .to pass a maintenance order for an 
illegitimate child. Now there is no question of suppression of that power 
conferred by the Criminal Procedure Code. This section only refers to 
the contribution which is to be paid to the juvenile court for the purpose 
of maintaining a child. So the question of awarding maintenance by a 
juvenile court does not arise under the Bill. 

Now, for this purpose, I would read the clause: 

“Provided that where the child is illegitimate and an order for 
his maintenance has been made under section 488 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), the competent 
court shall not ordinarily make an order for contribution 
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aginst the putative father, but may order the whole or any part 
of the sums accruing due under the said order for maintenance 
to be paid to such person as may be named by the competent 
court and such sum shall be paid him towards the maintenance 
of the child.” 

The question of the order being passed by the juvenile court does 
not arise at all. It is only a question of asking for a contribution from the 
amount which has been already ordered to be paid by a criminal court. 
My hon. friend, Mr. Pattabiraman, said that these juvenile courts have 
been given the power of passing such an order. 1 think that he may not 
have read this particular provision. 

Shri T.S. Pattubirumuii: On a point of explanation. I said that 
under the existing provisions of section 488 a parent is compelled to pay 
for maintenance. 

Shri P.T. Leuva: These courts have only got jurisdiction to ask for 
contribution from that amount which has already been passed by an 
order. So, there is no question of any additional amount. 

Shri T.S. Pattabiraman: There is a provision already in the 
Criminal Procedure Code, whereby a parent can be forced to contribute 
wherever the child may be. So, I thought that this might not be 
necessary, in view of the existing law. 

Shri PX Leuva: So far as I know the law, under section 488, 
generally these orders are made at the instance of the mother. The 
mother is the applicant, and she has the right to receive that amount 
from the court, and not the child. The child cannot claim that contribution 
from the court. Therefore, for that reason, there cannot be increased 
liability on the parent. 

Shri T.S. Pattabiraman: Section 488 says: 

“If any person having sufficient means neglects or refuses to 
maintain his wife or his legitimate or illegitimate child unable 
to maintain itself, a District Magistrate, a Presidency Magistrate 
may pass an order.... 

So, the section is clear. My friend may not have read it. 

Shri PX Leuva: What I was saying is that they can ask for a 
contribution only from the amount which has already been ordered to 
be paid. The order has already been passed by the criminal court. Let 
the juvenile court take that money from that court. Why should the 
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parent be unnecessarily asked to pay a double amount? The mother 
would still be taking the money from the court which has already passed 
the order. Why should the parent again contribute for the maintenance 
of the child? It is only for the purpose of avoiding this, this provision has 
been incorporated. 

Sir, I have got one more difficulty in this particular provision. It 
says: 

“The person liable to maintain a child shall, for the purposes 
of sub-section (1), include, in the case of illegitimacy, his 
putative father:” 

Now, Sir, if you read this section, it provides in effect that the 
juvenile court will have jurisdiction to revise an order passed by another 
court. Section 488 empowers an ordinary criminal court to determine 
which particular person is the putative father and pass an order against 
that person. Now there may be a case where an ordinary criminal court 
might have passed an order deciding that a particular person is not the 
putative father. But if subsequently such an illegitimate child is brought 
before the Juvenile Court, then according to this section the Juvenile 
Court has got power to decide who is the illegitimate father. Now this 
might lead to great conflicts. It may be that the matter might have gone 
to the High Court and the High Court might have given a decision and 
if you give the Juvenile Court power to revise the order which has been 
already passed, I think it would go against the basic principles of 
criminal jurisprudence that once a decision has been given by a criminal 
court, the court of coordinate jurisdiction should not be allowed to 
revise that order. 1 would therefore submit that it is necessary that this 
provision also should be reconsidered and suitable amendments must 
be made; otherwise there is a likelihood that conflicts might arise. So far 
as the other provisions are concerned, the question of after-care is a 
very important problem. After:care organisations are generally voluntary 
in character but after-care organisations will not be able to do their duty 
properly and adequately unless and until they are provided with 
sufficient finances. Now the question of finance will vary from State to 
State but that does not mean that the State should not take up such type 
of legislation. Now in other countries they make a distinction between 
a child who has attained the age of sixteen and a child who is In a 
children's home or certified school between the ages of sixteen and 
eighteen. There the treatment is slightly different. In order that the 
child might become independent and might get used to the new 
surroundings, they have got the system of hostels. Now in these hostels 
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the children are kept between the ages of sixteen and eighteen and they 
are encouraged to go out of the hostels and earn their livelihood. But 
there is only one condition that after their work is fmished, they should 
return to the hostels. There the provision has been made for shelter and 
food. 1 would also like the Government to think on those lines so that 
after the children come out of such institutions, they are in a position to 
earn their own livelihood. Another question which 1 wanted to refer to 
was regarding the child delinquency. Those cases don’t refer to juvenile 
cases but those cases are more or less individual in character. In early 
life a child might show signs of delinquency but he may not be actually 
delinquent; but if proper steps are taken, if proper treatment is given to 
the child, then such cases can be avoided and a potential juvenile 
delinquent ceases to be a juvenile delinquent. Therefore, in Bombay 
City I think the Tata Institute of Social Science runs some child guide 
clinics and officers attend to such clinics and examine children who 
show signs which are likely to lead to delinquent life. Before they 
embark on their careers, the children are psycho-analysed. The family 
is given proper direction and 1 know of an instance of a very bright girl 
who suddenly became indifferent to her studies and the question arose 
as to how she becane indifferent. She was sent to a child clinic and it 
was discovered that the mother was making a discrimination between 
the daughter and the son and that led to an emotional disturbance in her 
mind and labouring under that particular type of injustice, she became 
indifferent. But when proper treatment was given to her, she became 
quite normal. Therefore in order to prevent the spread of juvenile 
delinquents, the most essential thing is prevention rather than cure. No 
treatment can ever be adequate to solve any problem. The problem of 
juvenile delinquency cannot be completely solved by any Government. 
It has not been possible in any part of the world. We are only making 
a beginning but the beginning which we are making is on the right lines 
and that is the reason why 1 want to congratulate the Education 
Ministry for taking up this particular type of Bill in their jurisdiction 
because they have realized that this problem is a problem relating to the 
education of , children. Now this problem is of such a complicated 
character that we cannot successfully solve it unless and until we have 
got the proper type of machinery. In this problem we have to find out 
proper and suitable magistrates who know not only to find out whether 
an offence has been committeed but they will have to find out the 
circumstances under which the offence was committed and then they 
will have to deal with the child with sympathy and understanding. 
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Therefore largely the question will depend upon the type of magistrates 
that we are able to recruit. Then there is the question of separate 
institution.The success of an institution will largely depend upon the 
persons who are incharge of it. The question of children is a delicate 
one. The children have to be treated with understanding and sympathy. 
Unless and until we get those persons who are incharge of such 
institutions, unless and until we get enthusiastic persons who will look 
upon this work as a matter of public service and unless and until they 
work in a missionary spirit, this problem cannot be solved at all. Sir, it 
is not a question of money alone. Money might be forthcoming but the 
main problem is for us to find out proper persons to look after this 
question who will solve the problems relating to juvenile delinquency. 
Then the larger question is that it is much better to have prevention 
rather than cure and what is the cure^ The cure is that we have to create 
conditions in this country so that the children may not have the necessity 
or the compulsion to take recourse to criminiil activities. As we 
progress this problem would lose its importance. Because if the 
economic conditions are improved, then largely the problem of neglected 
children and of juvenile delinquents would diminish. Therefore with 
the passage of time, I have great hope that this problem will diminish 
gradually. This problem is not in the rural areas. This problem is 
generally concentrated only in urban cities and mostly in industrialised 
cities. Therefore the question of finance would not be of very great 
importance in view of the fact that these problems would be located in 
certain areas only and therefore the question of finance should not 
frighten the Government. With these words, Sir, I support this Bill. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Dr. Shrimali. 

Shri K.B. Lail (Bihar): May I not speak? 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: 1 have called Dr. Shrimali to reply. We 
have got two more Bills. This is coming up again after the Select 
Committee. Then you can have your full say. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education (Dr. 
K.L. Shrimali): Mr. Deputy Chairman, I do not like to take much time 
of the hon. Members now because the Bill is going to be referred to the 
Select Committee and I am quite sure that the Select Committee and 
I am quite sure that the Select Committee will give full consideratiop to 
the valuable suggestions which have been made by hon. Members. 
There is only one point to which 1 wish to refer. During the last few 
years, there has been a good deal of research in the matter of juvenile 
delinquency. 
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It is high time that we introduced some kind of legislation in our 
own country to reclaim the large number of juvenile delinquents who 
have become delinquents not because of any inherent defect but 
because of social conditions. All the researches in recent times indicate 
that one of the major factors for juvenile delinquency is the environmental 
condition. A broken home or poverty or ill-health - these arc some of 
the conditions which lead to all kinds of emotional difficulties and 
emotional disturbances which ultimately lead to delinquency. If such 
children are put in proper environmental conditions or placed in an 
educative atmosphere they change their outlook and all those anti- 
social characteristics disappear. In all civilised countries, there are 
legislations for reclaiming such children at an early age and I think, Sir, 
that it is high time that we also introduce this legislation in our own 
country. 

I, therefore, move that the motion which has been moved by the 
hon. Education Minister to refer the Children BiU to a Select Committee 
might be passed. 

Shri K.B. Lall; Sir, on a point of order 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: There is no point of order, Mr. Lall. 

Shri K.B. Lall: I am standing on a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: There is no point of order, Mr. Lall. I am 
putting the question to the House. 

Shri K.B. Lall: Sir, this is a Money Bill and 1 want to know whether 
we have got the right to initiate it here. That was the point I was going 
to make. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: There is no point of order, Mr. Lall. Order, 
order. You have to resume your seat, Mr. Lall. Both of us cannot stand 
together. 

Shri K.B. I^il: I know. Sir; I was raising a point of order. You may 
rule that it is not a point of order but.... 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Order, order. Will the Hon. Member 
resume his seat? 

Shri K.B. Lall: you must at least hear me first. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: I want you to resume your seat, Mr. Lall. 
Both of us cannot be standing in this House. Please resume your seat. 

Shri K.B. Lall: I am resuming my scat, .Sir, but 1 want to know 
whether I am going to be heard. 
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Mr, Deputy Chairman: All that was required was the President’s 
recommendation and it has been obtained. Please look at the last page. 
There is no point of order. 

Mr, Deputy Chairman: The question is: 

“That the Bill to provide for the care, protection, maintenance, 
welfare, training, education and rehabilitation of neglected 
children and juvenile delinquents in Part C States be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the following members: 

Shrimati Rukmini Arundale, 

Dr. Shrimati Sccla Parnianand, 

Shrimati Violet Alva, 

Kunwarani Vijaya Raje, 

Shrit)nkar Nath, 

Shri Lavji Lakhamshi, 

Shri J.N. Kaushal, 

Shri T.R. Dcogirikar, 

Shri Rahmath-Ullah, 

Maulana M. Faruqi, 

Shri Indra Vidyavachaspati, 

Shri S.D. Misra, 

Dr. K.L. Shrimali, 

Shri Kishori Ram, 

Shri H.C. Mathur, 

Shri Kishen Chand, 

Shri S.N. Mazumdar, 

Shri Abdul Razak, 

Shri Amolakh Chand, 

Shri K.D. Malaviya, and The Mover.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Shri Rujendra Pratap Sinha: Sir, 1 would like to make a statement. 
Mr. Deputy Chairman: Not at this stage. 

Shri Rajendra Pratap Sinha: A certain clarification 1 would like to 
make. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is it about? We have got other 
business to go through. 
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Shri R^fendra Pratap Sinha: I will take hardly two minutes, with 
your permission, 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: What is it about, I want to know first. 

Shri R^iendra Pratap Sinha: It is regarding the allegation made by 
the other side, Sir, that the Opposition has been mconsistent with 
regard to... 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: All that is not necessary, Mr. Sinha. 

Shri Ibyendni Pratap Sinha: They have said that we are partic^adng 
in the Select Committee but we are not participating in the debate. Sir. 
There is nothing inconsistent about it, inasmuch as we are in full 
agreement with the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: You have said that. The motion is over. 

Shri Ritjendra Pratap Sinha: I want to make it clear. Sir. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Not at this stage. Even before you have 
made that statement for not partidpating in the debate, which is 
enough. 
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